
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



i 



c/,- 



/ ' ' > 

f V 



-^" 



T R AN S L AT lO I** 



OF THIC 



LETTERS 



OF A 



HINDOO RAJAH. 



rdt* I. . 



A 



:© 



O .- ^ 



>^ -^ L^ 



H) ■ 

TRANSLATION ^ , 



/K 



OF THE 



. LETTERS 

OF A 

riiNDOO RAJAH; 



J 



W Jt I T TE N 

PREVIOUS TO, AND DURING THE PERIOD OF HIS 
RESIDENCE IN ENGLAND. 

TO WHICH IS PREFIXED A 

PRELIMINARY DISSERTATION 

ON THE 

HISTORY, RELIGION, AND MANNERS^ 

OF T H E 

HINDOOS. , 

tW TWO VOLUMES. 






Utnitvu>3^^f^> 



srna.. 

BY ELIZA HAM [L TON. 



VOI^. L 



^L'O ff-^O N: 



PRINTED FOR. G. G. AND J. ROBINSON, NO. 2J, 
PATERNOSTER ROW. 



1796. 



^ f- 




THE 
PU 



NEW YGl;K 



JBLIC LIBRA 11 V 

ASTOR, LENOX AND 
TILDEN FOUNDATIONS 
R 1010 L 



T O 

WARREN HASTINGS, Es^, 

LATE GOVERNOR GENERAL OF BENGAU 
UNDER WHOSE AUSPICES, 

AS THE DJSTINOUJSHEO PATRON OF SHANSCRIT, 
AND PJ5RS1AN LITERATURE, 

THE MOST IMPORTANT OF THE ORIENTAL TRANS- 
LATIONS, HAVE HITHERTO APPEARED. 

TO HlM,r 

AS THE HONOURED PATRON, AND FRIEND, OF A 
^ELOVED, AND MUCH LAMENTED BROTHER, 

IS THIS TRIFLE, ' 

I 

(AS A SINCERE, THOUGH HUMBLE TRIBUTE OF 
ESTEEM, AND GRATITUDE) 

RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED, 

BY HIS MUCH OBUGED, 

AND OBEDIENT SERVANT, 
London, 
Tunc 6, 1796. 

fiLIZA HAMILTON. 



; 

■ I 



E It It A T A. 

Page 4, Line ]o» fw MeiM tm^ thea 

I2» ai> /or had r«ai he 

S3* I4» y^ degraded rM^ degra^g 

S3» iS» y*'' Zamareanda rMi Zamarcanda 

S7> iS« y^ Zamareanda read Zamareanda 

' ^2) 139 for man r«tf^ them 

7O9 > X4» /0r that rM^ the 

<^> 3» /^ Madiammed fd Alahommed 

90, iy yer Mayo nad Maya 

120, 17, jTor Bahan tm^ Bahar 

^33» ^> y^*" Nircanahs rg«J Hucaitiht 

•>429 i» /0/' derees rM^ decrees 

244, tOy y^r facrificed rud iacrificea 

252, 2, yor Dank read Dauk 

'54> 7» f^^ ''^ ''^^ *^* 

isGy in the note» for Aikbery rtad Ackbeiy 

*^9» S> /**' ^twcen rtad widi 

30S9 0^ yor recreation read reconcifiatiaft 

212* 7, Jar zena rM^/ veena 

^I3» '> P'' Arcaa tm^ Archa 

215, 21, for he rW we 

220, 3$, ybr as read in 

226, g, y«r Mumud read MulTmod 



MEUMINARY DISSERTATION* 

JLN the cxtchfive plaA which is Carried on 
under the direftion of the great Governor 
of the Univerfe, an attentive obfcrver wHl 
frequently perceive the moft unexpefted 
ends, accomplilhed by means the moft 
improbable, and events branch out into 
cffcfts ^hich were neither- forefeen, nor 
intended by the agents which produceed 
them. A fli^t view pf the confequenr 
ces which have hitherto fefiiltcd from our 
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intcrcourfc with the Eaft-rlndies, will fuffi* 
cicndy evince the truth of this aflertion. 

The ^thlrfl: of conqucft and the defire 
of gain, which firft drew the attention of 
the moft powerful, and enlightened na- 
tions of Europe toward the fruitful re- 
gions of Hindooftan, have been the means 
of openmg fources of knowledge and in- 
formation to the learned, and the curious^ 
and have added to the ftock of the literary 
world, treafiires, -which if not fo fubftan- 
lial, are of a nature more permanent than 
thofe which have enriched the commer- 
cial. 

The many elegant tranflations from the 
different Oriental languages with which 
the world has been favoured within thele 
laft few years, have not failed to attraft 
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merited attention ; and the cmiofity a- 
"vt^kened by thele produftionSj concerning 
the peojde with whoni they ori^nattd^ 
has been gratified by the labours of men^ 
who hare enjoyed the firft rarJc in literary 
&me. 

Still, however, die writers in every 
branch of Oriental literature, have to con- 
tend with diiadvantages> too numerous and 
too powerfiil to be eafily overcome. The 
names of the Heroes of Greece and Rome» 
are rendered ^iniliar at a period ^f life, 
when the mind receives every impreiSon 
with facility, and tenacioiifly retains the 
impreffions it receives. With the name 
of every Hero, the idea of his charafter is 
afibciated, and the whole becomes after- 
ward fo conneftcd in the mind, with the 
a 2 



hUfsfvA period of hk u Jfhi^ it wim 

(if juvieiiilc ^city may Atqwtidy^ even 
jfl die moft ACOom^Qicd minds^ be fouad 
^o f^c a zefl: to die diarais oEth^ ancient 
authors. To diofe^ who have not had 
the advantages of an early claflicalx cduca- 
*tion/ the fiune objeftions which render 
the tranflatione from die Oriental wricera 
-rifcfome, and iHiintereftiflgj will operate 
>vvich ecpssi Toree on die moft bewdfld 
-paflages of Homer, or Virgii, and die 
hamei ofGUucus andi Saipedon^ of An- 
chifes and Eneas^ bev found as hard to re-> 
member^ and as difficult to pronounce^ as 
thoie of Kiiihna and Arjeun. 

Of theie advantages^ re&ilting from 
early prepofleflions^ the Perfian and Hin-^ 
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doa Wfiters ai^ endfely defticuieb'snd th^; 
(U^cidty of rdconciling the feunds of thd - 
nauies of their Heroes u> an EuFojiean wt 
is ia gr€ati thM it i^ not tiB after d grewf 
degree of ittmtiod th^ tbe ggnesttt^ of 
readers wilt beftow^ that ^sij appfopi^^Se^ 
idea of them can.be fi^ in tbe sftind. 
This appears to be at Icaft one cauiQ of 
that ignorante^ and apatAietic indifSiineiice 
vndi regard to the affairs Of the Eallj 
which is frequently to be remarked in 
minds, that are in every other reipcft 
higUy cddvated) and gccnraoely u^oniiKJl 
For the iake of readers of this dcioEipdoivi 
partki^Iy thofe cjf ttiy own fcx, whd! 
mity hav^ been deteried by reaibiis above i 
hinted atj from (ttjmg io^utmti^n fto$m 
a more cppious fourcej I tMx^k it neQ^iy^ 
toward cxpbining xnai^y paflT^^ in dif. 
. a3 . 
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letters of the Rajah, which woidd other- 
wife have appeared utterly unintelli^ble, to 
^ve a fhort and fimpk fketch of the hi- 
ftory of the nation to which diey belonged. 
Should my feeble cfibrt lead to Jurdier en-' 
quiry; Ihoidd it in the mind of any perlbn 
of taifte give birth to a laudable curiofity, 
upon a fubje6t wheiie £> much is to be 
learned, my defign will be ftill more fully 
anfwered, and my wifhes more complete-^ 
lyfulfillcd, - 

That part of Afia, known to Europeans 
by the name of Hindooftan, extends from 
the mountains of Thibet on the North, 
to the fea on the South, and from the ri- 
'0tr Indus on the Weft, to the Bai^mpoo- 
ter on die Eaift, comprehending, within 
its limits, -a vafiety of provinc;es, maq^ 
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of which have been farpous, from the car* 
licft ages, for the falubrity of their climate, 
the richnefs of their produdtions, and the 
fertiHty of their foil. Of this country, the 
Hindoos * are the Abori^nes. Over the 
origin of this celebrated people. Time has 
cail the impenetrable mantle of oblivion. 
Their own anna\s trace it back to a ^riod 



* The word Hind» from whence Hindaot and Hin^ 
dooftaoi or country of the Hindoos^ is of Perfian ori« 
gin, computed by Colonel Dow to have been derived 
£-om Hind^ a fuppo/ed ftm of Ham, the f<m of Noah ; 
and by other OrientaMsj to owe its oijgin to the 
river Indus. For the fake of fach as take pkafur^ • 
in tradng etymologies^ I iniert a note written on the' 
margin of the copy of Qentoo Lvm, now b my 
poiTeffion^ by one whofe knowledge of the Perfian 
language has not been excelled by any. He &ys» 

* The word HifiJ is oftoi ided by the Perfian Poets ta 

* 'fignify BlacA, or dark-c9lmirid»^ and it is pxob^dble that 

* Hindos may mean no mOre than %hlack mtnh ais o^c 
< negro from Niger* 

a 4 
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lb remote^ fo far beyond thfc date of Euio- 
pcan Chronology^ as to be rcjcfted by 
European pride. The m^ificent pro9& 
of ancient grandeur^ however, which are 
fliU to be foufidj ai^d which have been 
finight for with the moft fuccei^ alfiduicyt 
by many of our countrymen in India, give 
the lAoft irrefragable teftimony of th^ an* 
tiquity of their Empire, and feem to con^ 
firm the afieitioB erf" its Hiftorians, * tha^: 
* Its duration is not to he pamlfeUcd by the 
'hiftory of any other portion of the human 
'race/ To account fiw this extraordinary 
degree of permanency, we muft diredl our 
attention, not to the barriers j&rmed by 
nature around their territories, but to thofe 
in^eraal cau&s arifintg fitHQ the witure if 
iheir Govemmdnty fbHrLaws^ Religion^ mo-' 
ral Prejudic^s^ and eftabliihcd manners^ 



( « ) 

The ancient govemmenc, throug}iout 
Hindoofian^ appears to have been a federa- 
tive union of the various ftaces, each go- 
verned by its own Rajah, or ChiefJ but 
fubjededjt in a fort of feudal vaiTalage^ to 
the Ibvereignty of the liipreme fimperor, 
who was head of the whole. 

The manner in which the Rajahs of 
the Hindoos exercifed the rights of doim- 
tiibh over their people, bears fb litdc ana- 
logy to that praAifed by tbc petty fovc^ 
jpdigns of lUch Etirbpean ftate^ is ai« placed 
in circumftances nearly iimilari that it 
Weidd be doitig the greiteft injuftice to the 
amiable and benevolent charafter of the 
Hindoos* to bring them into comparifbn. 
There the right of fbvetergnty bore thfe 
mild alpe<5l: of parental aujciioricy. The 
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Prince CQnfidercd the people in the light 
of children, whom he was appointed b)!: 
Heaven to proted and cheriih; and the 
affcftion qf the liibjeft for the Prince, un- 
der whofc aufpices he enjoyed the bleflingi 
of freedonij and tranquility, wa$ heighten- 
ed by efteem for his virtues, into the moft 
inviolable attachment *• 

* The defcripdons of the Poet^ may (bmetimes be 
called in to juftify, and illuflrate> the a^mons of thieS 
IMorian. In this Ught, the following paf&ge fixMX\ 
the beautiful drama of Sacontala, which was per* 
fomed at the court of an Indian Monarch, odebrated 
fyt his k>ve of the arts, and the encouragement he 
gave to polite literature in the 6iSt century before 
Chrift, may not be unacceptable. ' There fits the 

* King of meo, whot has ieHcity at commaodi y^ 
^ fhews equal refped^ to all : here no fubjeA, even 

* of the loweft clafs, is received with contempt.' 

•- • Thou ieekeft not thy own pleafure, no, it is 

< fgr the people diou art haralTed from day to d^y.* 

' ' When thou wieldefl the rod of juftice, thou 

« bringeft to order^ aH thofe who have deviated from 
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The dinfion of the Hindoos into four 
Cafifi or tribes, to each of which a parti- 
cular ftadon was allotted, and peculiar du- 
ties were afligned, might doubdels be a- 
nother caufc, which lent its aid toward 
the prefervatiori of the general harmonjr. 
This divifion muft have been made at a 
period too remote for inveftigation; and 
which leems to fet conje&ure at defiance. 
It is by the Hindoo writers wrapt in the 
veil of allegory ; they fay, that Brahma, 
the firft pcribn in their Triad of Deity, 
haying received the power from the Su- 
preme for the creation of mankind, created 
the Hindoos in the following manner; 

« the paths of virtue : thoa biddeft contentioii ceale: 
f thoa waft ibnned for the prefervation of thy pco- 
' pie \ thy kindred poflefs^ indeed^ confiderahle wealdif 
' foat fo boondkfs is thy aSedion, that all tkf/uhjiSt^ 
f m co/tfideriil fy tk€e as thy kin/m^.* 
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From hi$ mouth he produced the Br»- 
mbj and deftined his tank to be die moft 
eminent; allotting, for his bufinelsj the per- 
formance of the rights of Refigion, and the 
inftrudion of mankind in the path of duty. 

Thcf next tribe he created was the Khet- 
irie, or irar tribe^ and this he produced 
from his arms, his ducjr being to defend the 
feopkj te gevem^ and to command; of this 
tribe were the aneient Rajahs. 

He next produced the Bice, or Banyan, 
6om his thighs and belty, afligning hini 
the occupations of agriculture, and com- 
merce. Andlaftly> 

He created from his feet the tribe of 
Soodefj and to him allotted th^ duties of 
fuljeSlm, labour^ mA ifbedience. 
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The rcfpcftivc, and peculiar virtues of ' 
thefe different Cafts, arc admirably defcrib« 
ed in the following pafTage of the Bha^at 
Geeta, an cpifodc, from their great epic 
poemj tranflated into Englifli by Mr. 
Wilkinis, 

'The natund .duty of the Brarntn k 
'peace^ 6lf-4«ftrBintj pa^ence, r^Gkude, 

* wifdom> and kaming. The natural du- 

* ties of the Khettrie, ^rc bravery, glory, 

* not to flee from the fields redtitude, gc** 
^ncrofi^y, and princely condud. The 
^ natural duties of die Bice are to cddvate 
^ the i^d, to tend the pacde^ and to buy 
< and feU. The natural dudes of the Soo- 

* der is fervitude j a man by following the 
^ duties app(Hnted by his birthj cannot do 
' wrong, A manbmg contented mth bis 
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^ cwn particular Jituation ohiainetb ferfic^ 
* tion: 

Though all Bramins are not Fne(ts> 
lione but fiich as are of this Caft can per- 
^rm any o£ces of the prieftly fiinftion. 
Thie members of every other Caft prclcrvc 
fcr theirs the moft r€Spc&&A veneration, 
and a Ipirit of partiality toward them feemi 
to breath diroughout their laws, as well 
as religious inftituiions. 

Thoifif who take plealijre in pointing 
the fiiafts of larcafm againft the order of 
the Priefthood (without Gonfidering, that 
invcdives againft any fociety of individuals, 
arc only larires upon human nature) wiH 
readily aflign to the Bramins themfclves, 
the formation of laws; which appear, fo fa- 
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Yourable to their interefls ; and produce it 
as an additional proof of prleftly cunnkig 
and ambition i but a moment's refle&ioA 
on the duties^ as well as privileges, of this 
Caft, will put an end to invidious escul^ 
tadon. 

An abh6rrence of the ihedding of b]oo4 
is a principle which pervades the whole of 
the Hindoo religion^ but the Bramins ob- 
fcrve it in the ftrifteft degree. They eat 
nothing that has life in it : their (ood cotL- 
fitting entirely of fruit and vegetables, and 
theii; only luxury being the milk of the 
Cow, an animal for whofe i^ecies they 
have a particular veneration. Not only 
every aft of hoftility, but even every me*- 
thod of defence is, to them, ftridlypro^* 
hibited -, fubmitting to violence with uure- 



^ftiiig ptdence ^nd humilit7» they leavtf k 
t0 God^ luid dieir Rajalis> to avenge wluift# 
ever injuries they mijr fiiftfun* 

The kparatioa of the diffirttnc Cafti 
from cadh other is abfolute and irreVerfi? 
Ue ; it forms the fundamental principle o( 
Aeif law9i and the (fig^iidl breach of k 
oewr.&ils to iitcur uiisrcrfiil feprobatioa« . 

: Thus thc^e fources of diiquieti whicti 
btn bdd mofl: of the enipirris of the earth 
to a ftftCe o( peipenial a^tadon> weie lin- 
known to the peacefid children of Brahma* 
The oirfaulence of ambitionj the tiioidi^ 
fioos jof envy, and the murmurs pf di&on» 
tCBtj ,V9€vc equaUy unkj^wu to a p^op4e9 
wh^r^ €ach individual, felkxwing the oc€u«» 
pation, and wsdking in the fteps of iu$ fa» 
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thcrs, confidered it as his primary duty to 
keep in the fituation that he finnly be- ' 
lieved to have been marked out for him. 
by the hand of Providence, 

In the ^irit o( the religion of the Hin- 
doos, a ftiU more efficient C4ufc, of the du- 
rability of their fkatCi prefents itfclf to oiir.^ 
view. Original in its nature, and abfi>lute 
in* its decrees, its jprecepts induce a total 
fcclulion from the reft of mankind. Far, 
however, from diftiarbing thofe who are 
of a different faith, by endeavours to con- 
vert them, k does not even admit of pro- 
felytes to its own. Though tenacious, of 
their own doj6bines, in a ddgree that is 
unexampled in the hiftory of any oth*r re- 
ligion, the moft fervent zeal ia the moft 
pious Hindoos, leads them' neither to hate, 

VOL. r. b 



im* deiiaiie» nor picy iucH aft are of a ditfe^ 
rent belief nor ck)cs it fuffer them to con* 
fider ocheis as kis ^murcd by the AU 
mighty than thcmfeWos. Thisi ^irk of 
unbounded toleration proceeded in a natu- 
ral courfe from the fublime and exalted 
notions of the Deity, taught by die Bra^ 
ixdns^and eveiy where to be met with 
lA dieir Wrings, and whidh Mt only equals 
Idd in that Go^l « whidi brought life and 
* immoFtality (o light/ 

. That Being whom they diflmguiih by 
the diSbpeiit appdbitions ofthc Principle 
of Truth, die Spirit of Wiflom ! die Su- 
pirtme ! 1^ whom the Univei& was ipread 
abroad, who^ petfedions none can graip 
iKddHA the Umited circle of human ideas, 
views, the^ lay, widi equal complacency. 



aS who are ftudious to perform his vntf 
throughout the iftunenfe i&infly of creation. 
Thef deem it derogatory to die charac-> 
•ter of this Being, to fay that he pi^er» 
one religion to another, ' to fuppofe fuch 
i)reference, being the height' df impiety, 
as it would be fuppoliiig injiiftice tbwaid 
thofe ^hom he left ignorant of his will:* 
atid they tJierefore cohtlude that cveiy re- 
ugioii is pecuEarly adapted to the countiy 
and "peoj^e where it is praflSfed*. The 
Branliihs, T^h5 compiled fhe Code of Gcn- 
too Laws, tranf&ted by Mr. Malhed, ex- 
plain their opinion upon this fiibjeft in 
very explicit terms : « the tnily iiiteffigcnt, 

* (fiy they) well know that the dififeren- 

* cCs and variedes of created dungs are a 
*, ray of his glprious afence, and that the 

f S«e Crawford's Sketches, 

b2 
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? contiariedes of cpnftitutioBS are types of 
^his wohderfol attributes. He appointed 
' to each Tribe its own kithj and to every 
^ Se& its own religion^ and views, in each 
' particular place^ the mode of worlhip re- 
' ipeftivdy appointed it. Sometimes he 
' is employedj with the attendants upou 
f the Mofque> in counting the facred beads i 
^fometimes he is in the Temple at the 

* adoration . of Idolsj the inripiate of djjj 
' Muffulman, and the friend of the Hin- 

^ * doo, the companion of the Chxjiilian, ,^ 

* the confidant of the Jew.' 

A toleradon founded .upon iuch fyite- 
marie principles, would neccflarily exclude 
thofe ^gumentative diiputa^ons, thofe cm* 
el andiobftinate ammofitieSj which, alas! 
under a dilpcnfetion whofc very cffcnce is 
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beiicvc^iice, have fo often difturbcd the' 
peace of focfety. There the acrimonious 
cenfure, the keen retort, the ^vehement 
invcdtive. agwift thofe who differed in 
opimoHi . was .. totally ludcnown. .Under 
the banners of their religion, the irafciblc 
paffions were, never ranged. * He, my 

* fervant,' fays : Krifhna, fpeaking in the 
pcrlbn of the Deity i * He, my fervant. Is 

* dear to me, who \& free from enmity^ mer* 
^ ciful, and exempt from pride and ielfiih- 
< nels, and who is the lame in pain and in 

* pleafure, patient of wrongs, contented, 

* and whofe mind is fixed on me alone/ 

I fhall conclude this account of the no* 
tions of die Deity, entertained by tlic 
Hindoos, with the firft (t^nza of that beau* 
tiful.Hymn to Narrayana, or the Spirit of 



Ckid omrttd ii^ Cseaiioii» traoQftfed b^ 
the elegant pen of Sir Willwn Jones. 



< Spirit rf Spirits* ! who through every part^. 

< OFfpace avpmkdj and of endkft. time^ 

< BeyoAcI die ftretcb of bl^'ring thought fiil^ 

lime, 
*'Bad*ft uproar into beauteous order ftarf,, 
^ Before Heaven was^ Tboaatt: 
^ Ere fphefes beoeafh us roUf d,, or iQjjhc^ef^. 4^ 

bove, 
* Ere Earth in firmamental ether hung,, 
^Thou iat'ft alonc^, tiU tjMQ^ % myf^<^ 

love,. ; ' . ' 

< Things unexifling to eTpii^ence iprung, 

< And grateful^d^bmt ijkng,^ 

< What firft ime^lfdTh«t to «^it:%ni<^^ 
« Goodnefe unlimited.— ^What glorious light 
*Thy powers direfted? Wifdom wit&ut^ 

bouiidt 

< Wh^t prov'd if, &f& I Qbr!? guide my feog^ 

right, 
' * Oh raife from, camb'rous ground 
. } My firuly in xaptiae dfosn^df 
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* That kaxXefs It may fiiar on wing* df fire ; 
< For Tiiou^ iriio otfy Jmow'ft, TTiwiK oidy 
cm'ft inibire. 

Ik ' ^ . . > 



A further view of. their reli^ous lyftcm 
may be neceflkiy^ and wiUj perhaps^ be 
iiiffident to elucidate another chara£teriftic 
feature of the Hindoos^ wluch has forcibly 
ftruck ^ who have had an opportunity of 
obierving theiQ* The patience evinced 
by this mild arid gentle race tinder the fe- 
vcrcft fighting, and the indiflfcrence with 
which they view the approach of dc^thj 
which has been fever^y afligned to a>n- 
iUtutional apadiy, to their mode (^living, 
and to the delicate texture of their bodies^ 
may perhaps be equally accounted for, 
from their firm and fted&ft belief in a ^« 
tare ftate. This bcKei^ indeed, is dark- 
b4 
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. cncd by many errors. They believe that 
the human feul muft be purified by fuller- 
ing, and that it is not till after having 
undergone this expiatory difcipline through 
a feries of dijSerent bodies^ that it becomes 
worthy of adm.iflion to eternal happinefe. 
The evils ihflidtcd upon the feemingly in- 
ofFcnfive, is attributed by theni as a pu- 
nilhmcnt for crimes committed in a pre- 
exiftent ftate. Revolting from the idea 
of eternal punifhraent, as incompatible 
with the juftice and goodnels of their Crea- 
tor, they believe that the fouls of xhc 
wicked, after having been for a time' con- 
fined in Narekha (the infernal regions) are 
fent back upon the ftage of life, to anin^ate 
the bodies of the inferior creation, till by 
various V chaftifements and tranfinigrations * 
in thcfe probationary ftates, every yiciou^ 
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inclination is fufficicndy corrcScd to adimt 
of their reception into the regions of pcr^ 
fe<aion and happinefs. * Animated by the 
^ delire of otoming that final boon/ iay$ 
a late ,OHiftorian *, *and fired by all the 

* glorious promiies of their relig^on^ the 

* patient Hindoo fmiles amid unutterable 

* mifery, and exults in cvcjy dire variety 

* of voluntary torture/ 

Notwithftanding the lliblime nodons of 
the Hindoo concerning Deity j and, not- 
withftanding the ftrenuous aflcrrions of the 
beft informed Bramins, even at the pre- ^ 
fent day, that their worfhip is only di- 
reSed to one divine effcnce, and that the ' 
many inferior deities, whofe images' fill 
their temples, are but fo many emblems 

f See Maurice's Antic[iusie8« 



ik (fiRrmt attributes' k muft be i6f^ 
jcffid» tl^c tilt refigioiv of the vulgar has 
degjeocraeed into die grofieft idbbtrf ^ 
TIms nwjr be accounted for bjr the jtaknis. 
ewe "mfh which tf)» tribe of Ruhma prey 
imite^ the it^trufion of ^ multitiide ttita 
dkefe aveooes to Stknct anci «> truth, of 
Hhkh t^ wtwc the pecidiiu' guaidbi^ *^ 
Igporance naturally - lead^ to l(bperftition:i 
and tbfi vulgar of al} ranks^ &dQg theu: 
attendon on the external obj|e6i: di^t i$ pre-t 
fcnted to them> lofe fight o£ the n^ore re- 
mote and ipiritual allufion, ^od foon (ranA 
fcr Aat veneration to the iymhol, whic^ 
was at firft nieant only to be excited for 
the thing fignified. Nor is it in. the rel^ 
gon ofHindopftan alone, that fimilatt^ 

* See htaoi^e^n to^tiie CSjeatoo Law^ 
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fe^ are pi:oduce4 fa^ cwfe^ df a }ifee ^ 

:To en^ vpDA th^ diiqiniirioii of a^fti^ 
jpe£l:^ fb exo&niive and ib intricate as that 
of Hindoo Mythology^ would be to wuh 
der far from the purpde of Ac prefent lev. 
irodiaSion : fiich an idea of it, however, 
as maf &i?i^ to ehicidate Ibme paflages iq 
the Letters of the Rajah, wMch alliide ta 
their divinides, may be deemedf nekhief 
uoneceflbTj nw imperciMiit, 

The firft thmg that prefents itfclf to om 
view i& d^ie Triad of Deity, Brimha, Yeelh- 
9a,. 29>d. Secva, ucidcr which fiinn is re^ 
pnefeoted die three great attnbotss of the 
Atnug^r— Bow«r to €wsae» Goodnefi td 
pcc^e,. and Juffiice ixx pumOi. Tbe Im^ 
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HB( 6f the inferior DeioeS) which foQow, 

exhibit fuch a ftriking (imilitudc in their 
diarafter and offices to the ancient Gods 
<£ Greece and Rome, that k has led to 
z con^edurc of their being. a&uaUy the 
hmCi and an attempt has been made by a 
writer of equal tafte and erudidonj to prove 
their identity, and to trace their wander- 
ing? through the mazes of Grecian and 
Egyptian tore* Of the members of ^ this 
sunnierous Pantheon, it will be fufficient 
for our purpcrfc to mentioTk the few fd- 
lowing* 

' '' ' ■ . ' r '-.'■ . ' 
The firft in. rank is Gahefa, the God of 
Wi(3om, who is thought to be the Janus 
cfthc Grecian Mytholo^; Carticeya,^ the 
God of War> whoie .proweis is not infe* 
fior to that of the Mars of ^ome. Sentf* 



( xxlx ) 

\6cattee, the Godde& of Letters, and Fto^ 
tcftrefi of Arts and Sciences, wbofc in^g- 
msL^j die Palmyra Ijeaf, and die Rieed 
or Pen (implements ufed in writing) arc 
forely more appropriate to her charader, 
than the Shield and Lance which graced 
tfee Minerva of the Greeks. Cama, or the 
God of Love, ' is laid, by ^ Sir Wilfiam 
Jones, to be the twin brother of Ae Gre- 
cian Cupid, with richer and more live!/ 
appendages. And, indeed, ifwe form our 
notions of this fabulous divinity from the 
beautiful Ode addrejOcd to him, by an an- 
cient Hindoo bard, we muft confefs his 
fupcriority to be very evident *; And, 

• Hymn to Camdeo ; tranflated by Sir William 
Jones, 

** The God, to whom the following poem is ad- 
drefTed, appears the lame with the Grecian Era and 
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WHy> Surwya, or Ac God of Day, wh<^ 
m his chariot, drawn byfevcn g«cn horfes, 
bears fo near a rcfemWoncc to ApoHo, that 

the Roman Cupids ; but the Indum defcripticm of h^ 
perlbn and arai9> his family, attendants, and attri- 
butes, has new and peculiar beauties. His bow of 
fugar-cane or flowers, with a ftrii^ of b^et, and his 
f'ue arrows, each pointed with an Indian bloffom of 
a heating quality, ' arc allegories equally new and 
beaotirid.*^ 



WHAT potent God from Jgrd's orient boW*r» 
Floats thro' the lucid air, while living flow'rs. 
With funny twine -the vocal arbours wreathe. 
And gales enamoured heav'nly fragrance breathe ? 
Hail pow'r unknown ! for at thy beck 
Vales and groves their bofoms deck^ 
And ev*ry laughing bloflbm drefles 
With gems of dew his mufky treses. 
I fed^ I feel thy genial flam^ divine. 
And haMow thee, and kifs d^y flirineu 
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It is impoflible not to recogni^ them aft 
the &ine, 

« Know'ft thou not nw?' Celdial finmds I lieat ! 
* Know'ftlhOanotnie? Ali^ ^^reammtaliearl 
« BeboU'^^mjF (wimmxngc^crs enmnc'd I livfisb 
But oh! they ihri&k bdbie th* esc^re hfauMw 

Yes, Ton of M^, yci, I know. 

Thy bloo(iiiog tefb, and owy boir* 

Cheeks with yoadifol glory bdiiui^, 

Locluf in htokk ei^ml ftrmnyogf 
Thy fcaly flaiidiafd> fkf «yflerious ^nm 
And all thy pains and ail thy chaitns« 

God of each lofdy ^h^ cadi lotdy £)tta4 
Soul-kix^Utig» world-m&uidng* flu-ycMw^'^ 
EmriiaJ CoJDiisr / Or d<Kh Smo'a hrighu 
Or pioud jinMBga giv« thee mgre deligfat ^ 
Whate'* thy feat, whatever tky naiae^ 
Seas, earth, and air thy name produoLi 
Wreathy itniles and ro&ite pleafiufs* 
Are thy rkfaeft, fwee^ treafures. 
All animals to thee their tribu^ brings 
And hail thee univer^ king. 

Thy conibit nttld» 4fiSi^ev^tne^ 
a&CCB thy Sde» her veft of glowii^ hart 
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Thcfc will fervc to give the reader (bme 
idea of the numerous divinities, whofc 

And in her train twelve blooming girts advance^ 
Touch golden firings, and knit the mirthful dance. 

Thy dreaded implexftents they beiir. 

And wave them in the fcented air. 

Each with pearls her neck adorning. 

Brighter than the tears of morning. 

^ Thy crimfon enlign which before them flies. 

Decks with new fbu's the fapphire ikies. 

God of the flow'ry fhafts, and flow*ry bow. 
Delight of all above and all below ! ' 
Thy lov'd companion, coni!ant from his birth. 
In heav'n clyp'd Bejfent^ and gay Spfing on earth. 

Weaves thy green robe and flaunting bow'is, 
- And from thy clouds draws balmy fhow'rs. 
He with freih arrows fills thy quiver, 
(Sweet the gift, and fweet the giver !) 
And bids the many-plumed warbling throng 
BurU the pent bbflbms with their fbng. 

He bends the lufcious cane, and twiUs the firing 
With bees, how fiveet ! but ah, how keen .their 
fKng! . ~ 
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images are worlhippcd in the tempIeS of 
the Hindoos, and to whofe honour fefti- " 

He with five flow'rets tips the ruthlcHt darts, 
Wluch thrQ' five fenfes pierce enraptur'd hearts : 

Strong Chumpay rich in od'rotts gold. 

Warm Ameri nurs'd in hcav*nly mould. 

Dry Nagke/er^ in filver fmiling. 

Hot Kiticum, our fenfe beguiling ; 
And laft, to kindle fierce the fcorching flame, 
Lovejbafts which Gods bright Bda name. 

Can men refill thy pow'r, when Kri^n yields ; 
Krijhen, who ftill in MatraH holy fields 
Tunes harps immortal, and to ftrains divine, * 
Dances by moonUght with the G<fki nine ? 
- JBot wheii thy daring arm untam'd 
At Mahadeo a lovefhaft aim'd, 
Heav'n (hook, and, finit with ftony wonder. 
Told his deep dread in burfb of thunder. 
While oh thy beauteous limbs an azure fire. 
Blazed forth, which never muft expire. 

O thou for ages born, yet ever young. 
For ages may thy Brmin^i lay be fung ! 
And when thy lory fpreads his em'rald wings 
To waft thee high above the tow*rs of kings ; 

VOL, I. C 
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yab are cekbiated^ and vodve ofiTeringi 
of fruits and flowers are prefcnted. 

The peculiar conftru6tion of the Hindoo 
government, and the precepts of Hindoo 
&ith, though admirably calculated for the 
prcfcrvation of their empire in happinefs 
and tranquillity, were not fo favourable to 
the cultivation of the mind, and to its ad-, 
vanccmcnt in the paths of ufeful know- 
ledge. 

To expand the £iculdes of the human 
foul the paffions muft be called into aftionj^ 

While o'er thy throne the moon*$ pale lights 
Pours her && radiance thro' the night. 
And to each floating clood difcQvers, 
The haunts of bleft or joylefs lovers. 

Thy mildeH influence to thy bard impart. 

To warm, but not confume, his heart. 
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nor can any* of thcfe be laid under fuch re- 
ftraint, as dooms them to Ue for ever dor- 
mant, without injuring the powers of thp 
mind, 

-f 
In the ftruggle of contending intrreftst 

chough peace is fometimes lo&> intetto^ual 

energy is roufed, and whik the ftrife of 

emulation, and reiUefiheis of ^mbitionj 

difturb the quiet of focicty, they produce, 

in their CQlIUiQn, the genius thajc adopis 

it : it is acpordingly pronounced, by one 

who muftbc allowed competent to the de- 

ciEpn, that ^ Reafbn and Tafte are the 

' grand prerogatives of Europe^ minds^ . 

' while the Afiadcs have ibared to Ipfder 

^ height^ in the fphere of Imaginadon *.' 

* See ASbAc Re&arches^ vol. !• 
C 2 
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But notwithft$mding all the diikdran- 
tages und^r which they laboured^ the 
many monuments that yet remain of dieir 
foraier Iplcndour, the Ipecimens of. their 
literature^ and the produ£tioiis of their ma- 
nufa£hires^ fufficiendy evince their ad-? 
Vancement in the fciences which dignify 
Ilk, as well as in the arts .that ornament it. 

The Bramins, to whom the culdvation 
rffcicnce was exclulively committed, fcem 
to have made no contemptible ufe of .their 
high privilege. In aftronomy they are 
allowed to have excelled ; many works 
of their ancient writers on metaphyfics, 
and* ethics, have already come to our 
knowledge ; and, furcly, no lover of poe- 
^try can pcrufe the ^ccimens of that divine 
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art, whi(ih have been preiented to the 
public in an Englifh drtfs -, without feeling 
a defire to be more intimately acquainted 
with the produ<ftions of the Hindoo bards. 

The degree o^ knowledge we already 
poiIeis> concerning the antiquides of Hin- 
dooftan, has not been^ Attained without 
eflforts of the moft indefarigablc affiduity; 
But What obftacles are fufficicnt to deter 
the fpirit of literary cur\ofity ? When fup* 
ported by philolbphy> ^nd guided by tafte^ 
it fcldom fails to fubdue every difficulty, 
and to fee its perfevering labours crowned 
vnthfuccefil 

How much this obfervadon has been 
verified in relpeft to the Afiatiq Society, 
is well known fo all who have perufcd th# 
«3 
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vdkmies of their Re&arches. Jt is tfatA 
briefly defcribcd bj Mr. Manncej in die 
Introduftion to his Indian antiqidties; 
' The buried tablet has been dug fiom the 

* bowek of the earth 5 the feHcn, and 
^ mouldering pillar has been reared i coins, 
*and hiedals, ftrudc in commemoration 
^ of grand, aod important evtf nts^ have 

• been recovered from the fcpuichral dark- 

• liefe of two thoufend years j and the ob- 
'foieft charafters, engraved on their lii- 
perficies, have, with immehie toy, been 

♦ decyphered ^kI explained.* , 

In the contemplation of tfte'fc Icicntffic 
labours, the Governor General, under 
whofe ^^ices they were^ commenced, 
will have the defervcd meed of jgratefii 
lu:knoWledg.nient from every candid txd 
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J)hilolbphic itiindj for although he dc- 
fclihcd complying with the wifhes of the 
fhembers, who were all fdicitous to fee 
hifn at the head of £hcir fociety, he was 
cmingritly inftrumental in promoting its 
ifucccfs; and in this, as in every other 
biftanGCj^he fiood forth ttie'fteady friend^ 
the liberal' patron, and zealous promoter 
of ufeful knowledge* 

How much the World has been indebted 
to the learned Gendemah who was nomi- 
Jtnatcd to the Prefidchtfliip of the Society, 
is too ^ell ktto^n to require animadver- 
fion< Long and deeply will hi$ lofs be de- 
plored by every lover of lifetature, and 
friend to virtue. 

•C.4- 



A few of the original members of the 
Afiatic Society*, ftill continue to purfuc 
the gr^at objedb of their undertaking with 
unremitted ardour, and lindiminiihed &C-: 
eels. Of the reft, fome have returned to 
tlie bofom of their faipilies, and nadve 
country^ not enriched by the plunder, and 
fplendid by the beggary and maffacrc of 

♦ The names of the original members of the Afi- 
^.Sodetj were as Mow$ : ^ . \ ' . . 

Sir William Jones, Knt, . Preijdcnt ; Sir Robeat 
Chamters, Knt. David Aiiderfon, James Anderfon, 
Francis Balfiiur^ George Hflaro l^rloWi John Brif- 
tow, Ralph B.roome, Reuben ,Barro\v, Efqrs. Gene- 
ral John Carnac ; William Chambers, Charles Chap- 
man, 'Burnots Crifp, Charles Croftes, Jonathan Dun-* 
ken, E£qrs^ Major Williani Davy; Jonathan Dun-* 
can, Francis Fowke, Francis Gladwin, Thomas 
Graham, Charles Hamilton, Thomas Law, John 
David Paterfon, Jonathan Scot, Henry Vanfittart, 
and Charles Wilkins, EfqrS. 
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their ftUow-creaturcs, as has been rtprt- 
lented in die malevolent and illiberal ha-* 
langues of indiicriminaring obloquy^ but 
pofle&d of thofc virtues which ennoble 
human nature, and that culdvadon of 
mind and talents, which dignify the en- 
joyment of retirement.. Others of that fb- 
ciety, equally honoured, and equally efii- 
niable, are, alas, no more ! The generous 
eftecm, the cordial fiiendihip, the warm 
admiration which accompanied them dura* 
life,' ha$ hot been exdnguilhed in the lilent 
grave ; it lives, and will long live, in the 
hearts of many, calUng forth the tear of 
tender recoUeftion, and of unextuiguiihed# 
though, alas ! unavailing forrow. 

The. reader of fenfibility, will, it is 
hoped, pardon . a digreflicHi, mto which 



Ae writer has been betrayed^ by f^elin^ 
dT which they know the power and influx 
cnCej^ and from which fh^ hafilljr returie» 
tb remark that the happinefs enjoyed by 
tiie Hindoos under the mild and auipiciou^ 
goverrtment of their native Princes, and 
prefcrved, withoijt any material interrup- 
tion, through fuch a mighty period of re-* 
Tolvingtime, as ftaggers the belief of thft 
cver-fluauaring nations of Europe, was at 
fcngdi doomed to fee its overthrow <fieft- 
«d, by the refiftlcfs fary of Fanatic icah ^ 

-The impoftor of Medea had cftabK(hed> 
us one of the principles of his dodtrinej 
the merit of extending it, eidier by per-^ 
Hiafion, or the fword, to all parts of the 
l^rth. , .Ho>Y fteadily this injunftion was 
?dhered to by biS foiiowcrs, and ^ith what 
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tiKCt& it was piHfued, is well known td 
^ who are in the lead converiant in h^ 
Aotf. 

The fame ovirwhclming totrint, which 
had inundated the gitater pajt of Afiica^ 
burtt its way into the ycrf hfeart of Eu- 
rope, and cover&d ihany kingdoitis of Afift 
with unbounded deiblation i direfted its 
fealefiil courie to the fburilhing pronnces 
of Hindooftan* Here diefe fierce and 
hanfy adventurers, whole only improve* 
ment had been in die fciencc of deftruc- 
tion, who added the fury of ^naticifm t0 
the ravages of war, found the great end of 
their conquefts oppofed, by obftacles which 
lieithcr the ardcmi- of thcif perfcvcritig zcaf, 
nor &vage barbarity could iurmounc 
Multitudes were iacrificed by the cru^ 
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htod of religious perrecution> and whole 
countries were deluged in bloody in the 
vain hope, that by the deftruftion oC a 
|)art, the remainder might be perfuadcd, 
ot terrified into the profeffion of Mahdfti- 
madenifin : but all thefe ianguinary efforts 
were inefie6hial ; and at length being full/ 
convinced^ that though they might extir-* 
pate, they could never hope to convert, 
any number of the Hindoos^ they relin- 
quifticd the impra6ticablc idea, with which 
they had entered upon their career of con- 
queft, and contented themfelvcs with the 
acquirement bf the civil dominion and al- 
moft univerfal empire of Hindooftan. 

In thefe provinces, where the Muflul- 
man jurifilidion was fully eftabliihcd, Muf- 
fulman courts of juftice were crcfted. 
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The laws which the Hindoos had &r num^ 
berlefs ages beeii accuftomed to rcvcrej 
4s of divine authority^ were let afide> and 
all caufes judged and decided by the Hand-* 
ard of MuiTulman jurifprudence ; an evil 
"v^hich appeared to the unhappy Hindoo 
•more formidable than the extortions of 
avarice, or the devaftations of cruelty ♦• 
Nor was the eSe£t of theie latter palfioiiv 
unfclt, the peculiar punilhment of forfeit^ 
ing their Cafi:^ which is attached by their 
law to the moft temporary and feemingly 
trivial deviation from its precepts^ and 
which mvolves in it the dreadful eonie^ 
quences of irremediable alienadon and ir- 
rcverfible profcription, was converted bj[ 
i;|ieir Mahommedan rulers into a lucnudve' 
hurcc of oppreffion. Superftidoa coxo^ 

• 3ee ScrofioB^s If mdopAan* 
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bined with avarice to invent the means of 
inffiding this dreadful chaftifeinent, and 
fines» indiout ,mercy^ were exacted hf 
Aok trotted and venal judges. 

^ Ac ^e mercilefi c6aquerois> dmr 
' cemmerce was impeded by every dog 
. whieh avaridotts and unfeeling power coidd 
invent to obftruft it. Neither the mild 
and tolerating fpiric of the religion of the 
Hindoos/ nor the gsntk and ino&nfive 
maiteicrB of its votaries^ were fufficient to 
prote& them from the intolerant zeal and 
brutal ^tipathy (^ their Mahommedan in- 
vaders. In the efitifions of their barba^-- 
tons endiufiafm^ the temples of the Hin-» 
doos ornamented with the moft curious 
fculpturtj and decorated with all the in* 
geninty and (kill for which they were celc^ 



br?|?4, were uttfxty 4tmiiObf4^ iwd the 
mGDuments of their anckht Ipkndoor 
ey^jy where dcftroyed. 

Fpf ^he fuppprt of the Mogul Noblcfc 
afldgnmeats were granted on the hjads.<£ 
the different provinces, which were Icvid 
by thefe military lorda in pcrfon, who, 
haufirhty and voluptuous, came to coUedr 
their pay from a timid people, whom they 
hated and defpifed . with all the fervour of 
bigotry and ignorance. 

To enumerate the multifarious load of 
opprcflion under which the unhappy Hin* 
doos were doomed to groan, would be sk 
^S jj^(?usi ^Rd ungr;u:ejfol ' talk. A ge^j?n>M 
mind cannot take pleafiue in conteippla^i 
ting the pidture of hum^ nuieryj and fa»* 
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man crime, though drawn by the corrcft 
hand of truth : let it then fuffice to fay> 
that the whole fyftem of Mogul govern- 
ment toward their conquered Provinces 
was fuch/ as could never fail to fhock aa 
European mind. 

Hard, however, as was the fate of the 
poor Hindoos under their Mogul Sove« 
reigns, even in the mofl: flourilhing ftate 
of their Empire i when that Empire moul- 
dered to decay, and the power of one dei^ 
pot was overthrown, to make way for tha 
uncontroulcd licentioufnefi of numberlefs 
petty tyrants, it became yet more truly ' 
deplorable *, 

The vigorous adminiftration of a long 
line of able Princes, had, alone, for ages 

• Sec RohiUa Hiiloiy- 
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prefcrvcd this vaft, but . heterogeneous^ 
and iU^conilrufted &bric from iiilToludon; 
and when, according to the unavoidable 
confequences o£ hereditary delporifin, the 
reins of government were txanfinitted into 
weak and feeble hands, it fell rapicfly to 
ruin. To the wretched fucccflfor of the 
Imperial throne, the mifcrablc reprefenta* 
tive of the houfc of Timur, little now re- 
mains, but an univer&lly acknowledged 
tide to royalty, declared by ineffi.caciou& 
^xprcfiions of loyakfr and attachment,- 
while thofe who; by bold ufuipation, fuc- 
ceisful rebellion^ or inlidious fraud, pof« 
fcffed themfelvcs pf the Ipoils of the ruined 
empire, have cftabliflied in their own fa- 
miles the right of fucc^flion to the territo- 
ries thus acquired. 
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In thofe provinces which, by a train of 
circumftanccs, totafly foreign to our pur- 
pole to relate, have fallen under the domi- 
nion of Great Britain, it is to be hoped 
the long-fufferihg Hindoos have experi- 
enced a happy change. Nor canive doubt 
of this, when'wc confider, that m thofe 
provinces, tic horrid- modes of punifli- 
ment, inflifted by the Mahortimedans, 
have been abolUhedi the fetters, which 
rcftrained their commerce,' hscvt hctn tz^ 
kcnoflFi the taxes are no longer colle<a?ed 
by the arbitrary authority of a mifitary 
chieftain, but are put upon a footing that 
at once fecures the revenue, and protefts 
the fubjefl: froftt oppreffion. I'he Ban- 
ditti of the Hills, which ufed to moleft the 
inoffenfive inhabitants by their predatory 
incurfions, have been brought into peace- 



able fubje(ftion. That unrelenting pcrie- 
cution, which was deemed a duty by the 
ignorant bigotry of their Nfuflulman rufers, 
has, by the ihifder fpMt of ChrStiahity, 
been converted' Into; i^t tcnd^rtft indiil- 
gence. Their ancient Ikws^ Imt bei^n re-* 
ftorcd to thcHTi atranflation of dldm,^ in- 
to the Petfian and Englilh lattguagesr, ha^ 
been maddi and" is now tHc guide* of th* 
Courts of Juftiee, which hav6' b^en t^- 
blKhed- atnortg thetn. Agricu&ure hds 
been encouraged bj^ the mof^ cettain of aH 
methods— die fectifitjT of property i and all 
thefe advantage's' have been rendered dou- 
bly valuable, by the enjoyment of a blef- 
fing equal, if not fuperior, to every other 
—the Bleffing of Peace, a bteffing tOK which 
they. had forages' been Grangers *•- 

• * Review ofthe Britifli Government in India. 
d2 
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Thcie fidutary rcguladons, originating 
widi Mr. Haftings> fteadily purfued by 
Sir John M'Pheribn an!d Lord Comwallis, 
and per&vered in by die prcfcnt Governor 
General, will difiuie the finiles of profpe* 
rity and happinefs over die beft provinces 
of Hindooftan, long after die difcordant 
voice of Party Ihall have been humbled in 
the iilence of eternal reft; and the ranco- 
rous mifreprefentations of envy and male- 
volence> as much foigotten, as the florid 
harangues^ and turgid declamations, which 
conveyed them to the fhort-lived notice of 
the wQfJd. 

The change which has been effefted on 
the charafter, and maimers of the Hin- 
doos, during fo many years of fubjcftion^ 
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and ib many eonvulfions m their polkical 
Astte^ is not by any means fo great, as fuch 
powerful caufes might have been fuppofed 
to have produced. 

In wanderii^ through the deiblated 
iflands of the Archipelago, or even on the 
claflic Ihorcs of Italy, the enlightened tra- 
veller would in vain hope to recognife, in 
the preient inhabitants, one remaining li* 
neament of the cJtflingd(hing charafteriltics 
oir their illuftrious anceftors. Tbtre the 
inouldering edifice, the fallen pillar, and 
the broken arch^ bear, alone, their filent 
teftimony, to the genius and refinement 
of the ftates which produced them. But 
in Hindoofipi, the original features that 
marked the charaiSier of their nadon, from 
time immemorial, are ftill too vilible to be 

d3 
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mi&ikefi w overlooked. Though thtf 
have, AQ'doubC) loft much of dieir origin 
nal potitjr, and fimplidty of manners, thofe 
religious prejudices which- kept dicm in a 
ftatc of perpetual feparation from their 
conqudpors, has tended to the prefervation 
rf'tbrir cirigiftdlity of chara<^r, and all itst 
condponde^t virtues. * " 

In the few diftrifts which^i. fccured by 
their, ipfignificaiicy, or the inacceffibility 
of . their 4tuatipn, ret^n^d their indepen- 
dence; the pr^naj <hacg,(aprftiU remains 
sipparei^. '^Such, till about the middle. (^ 
the p^cfent ^ntury, was the fate of thofe, 
y^^M^fe jmjtor^es were fituate along the 
moimtaipa of I^unuj^pcra , 

The inhat>rtants of * this lofty boundary 
of thencTi and 'fertile pr6vmce of Kutta- 
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her/ comtiij^'d to enjoy die bleffings of in^ 
dependence and lecuriiy) nil that pitivinGc 
was brought under the fidD^Aion of a bold 
and luccefsful Rohilla adventurer, who ef- 
tablilhing himielf^ and his followers, in the 
poflcffion of JCuttaher (which from thence- 
forth bore the name <rfRohilcund) direfted 
iiis arms toward the extirpation of thofc 
Jlajahs, whoie vicinity excited his jealoufy 
and alarmed bis pride* 

", He iwccpdcd but too well in the exe- 
cution of hts unji^ ^cfigDi and did not 
&Lt to make tjhe mod tyfa^^nkral ufe of 
the vidory he had obtained. Some of 
chcfc Chiefs .he banilhecj for over froA* 
the long tojoyei feats of their anccftprs.; 
fome he removed to the other fide of the 
Ganges, and. from the few he fuffered to 
^ d4 
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remain^ he ftipulated the payment of an 
annual tribute *y and the immediate depo^ 
fit of an exorbitant fine. 

The Rajah Zaarmilla, who will fbon 
be introduced to the acqu^tance of the 
reader, appears to have been defccnded 
from one of thofe petty Sovereigns, who 
were obliged to ptjt on the galling yoke 
of- their unfeeling conqueror. He, how- 
ever, muft be fuppofcd to have been a- 
mong die number who were permitted to 
remain on their ancient territories, while 
the family of his friend and correipondent 
Maahdara, appears to have been banifhed 
from the- Province, and to have taken 
flieltcr in the neighbourhood of Agra, 

• JSec Rohifla Hiteryt 
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Thi$ ikon fkctchj impcrfeft as it is, 
mzy fervc to give fome idea of the ftatc 
of Hindooftan, not only when the Let- 
ters of the JRajah> which are now to be 
Jaid before the public, were written, but 
antecedent tp that period. Adequate, how^ 
ever, to the purpofe of elucidadon, as it 
may be thought by fome readers, it may 
be cenfured by others, as a prefiimptuous 
effort to wander out of that narrow and 
contrafted path, whick they have alS)tted 
to the female mind 

To obviate this obje£lion, the writer 
hbpes it will be fiifiicient to give a fuc- 
cinft account of the motives which led he^ 
to the examination of a fubjeA, at one 
time very univerlaUy talked of^ but not of- 
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ten very thoroughly undcrftood. From her 
carlieft inftruftors, Ihe imbibed die idea> 
that toward a ftrid performance of the fe- 
veral duties of life, Ignbrancc was neither 
a neceflary, nor an ufeful auxiliary, but 
on the contrary^ that (he ought to view 
every new idda ^ an acquifirion, and to 
feize, with avidity, every proper Opportunity 
for making the acquirement. 

In the retirement of a country life, it 
was from books alone that an/ degree of 
information was to be obtained ; but when 
thefe fequeftered fcenes were exchanged 
fx the metwpolis, c^:^riainities for in- 
ilradion, of a m^qos ftill njor^ plcafing, 
.wcreprcfented* 

The afiairs conne6ted with the ftate of 
our domiruons in India^, were then die gc- 
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nerd topic (rfconvcrfeuon-t. fe was ^igtcfh 
eblcj from ica novelty i and fhc bad the 
pecuUar adtrantage of hearing it difizufled 
by thofe, whOj from local knowledge, ac* 
curate information^ and unbiafled judg- 
ments were ^minendy; qualified to render 
tiie difcuQion both interefting and inftnic- 
tive. The names of the moft celebrated 
Oriciitalifts became familiar to her carj 
41 i;afl:e for the produftions of their writeis 
was aciiuired \ and, had it not been for n ^ 
fttal event, which transforaicd the chccr^ 
ful haunt of domeftic hapfanefi into the 
gloomy abode of forrow, and changed the 
energy of Hope into the liftleffnefs of def- 
pondency, a competent knowledge of the 
language of the originals would likewife 
have been acquired. Time, at length, 
poured it^-baUn into the wounds of afflic- 
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tion^ and the ttiod^ by degrees, took plea- 
fare in i'everting to fiibjeds which wert 
ihterwoveA with the ideas of paft felicity; 
The letters of the ilajah were fought for, 
and the employment they affbtded was 
fo\3nd fo ialutary, in beguiling the hours 
of (blitude^ and foothing the pain c^ 
^diought, that the ftudy of them was re- 
filmed, as an useful relaxation, and, being 
bnx^t to a eondufion, they are now 
'prefentcd to the world, whofe decifion 
txpon their merit, is looked forward to 
wkb timid hope, and determined rcfigna- 
don. 



XT has been juftly complained^ that tlie dilFerent or* 
thography. adopted by the Oriental tranflaton is 
a fource of much perpli^xity to the EngfiOi rea« 
Jer ; but^ from the variety of opinions that piv- ' 
vail upon the fubjed, it is ah evil which cannoc 
ea£iy be remedied. Inftead of the double vowels 
€tj and 00, ufed bjH^r* ^^^^^x^'* <^^ frequently 
hif Mr. Halhed> Sir mlliftm Jones fubftitutes i, 
and u ; and inftead of the J^/^n^'uie of by cbe 
foi^ner Gentleman^ he ufes the letth^C„...^oni 
the different modes of pronunciation among ' 
natives in the different provinces> another diffi-f 
culty has ari/eb. It is from that caufe that tv« 
frequently find the letter B a fibflit^te for V^ at 
Beena for Veena» &c. 

Iv the following Gloffary^ mod: of the Oriental 
words that occur in the Letters of the Rajah will 
be fottud. 

GLOSSARY. 

^RJOOM, or Aavir^ The dawn. %u Sva.« 

JtAYA. 

Av ATO|». Defceuts of the Deity in his charac- 
ter of Preferver. Ten of theie appearances of the 
J>tvinity are mentioned hj the HsadoDS, nine of 

which have already taken place \ the tenth Avator 



GLOSSARY. 

we a/e told is yet. to come* and U expeded tg zfpust- 
aottnted (like the crowned conqaeror in the Apoca- 
lypib) on a white horfe, with a cimetar^ blauog 
like, a comet, to cat down all incorrigible offendera. 
^•^Afiatic Refearches, 

Brahma. The creating Power. 

BxBBY. Lady.. 

Carticbya. . The God of War-. 

Dbwtah. The Divinity to whom worship is 
ofiered* ^ 

Devas, or Dai VERS. The Hindoos fiippoie the 
Univerfe to be divided into, fourteen regions^ or 
ipher^^ of which fix, are below, and feven are above 
this of the Earth, next beyond th& v;^ult of the .vifi-> 
ble heavens is the firll Paradife. The proper inha- 
bitants of this region are called Devas or Daivers^ 
they may be tonfidered as Delni Gods; of'whoot 
Endra, or Indra^ is the chief. ^ 

Fakeer, or Faquir. An order of religious 
reclufes. 

Ganesa/ iff many parts of HJndooftan every 
temple has| the image of Ganefa (the God of Wif- 
dom) placed over its ^ate;.and the ^r of eiiery 
dwelling-houfe is fuperfcribed with his name. . 

HiacARRAH. A.mefienger. A fpy. 
' Krishna. Oneof the Avators. His adventures 
itrecekbrnted is the epic poem called the Mahabba- 



GLOSSARY. 

tet* He is confidetod by Sir Williun Jotfes 'as'tlvt 
Apollo of the Hindoos. 

KhAksaman* Land, orhoqie flewird. 
LACJC8JiMJ,-.or Lacshmi. Tiie coiifi>it of 
Vee(hnn. Slie> like tlie other Hindoo Goddefies, is 
^iftingiuihed by z variety of namet; as Lackibmi, 
(he is the Goddefs of Fortune : as Sirte> tke Goddeft 
of Plenty, ot Hindpo Ceres. 

Mata. Explained by ibme Hiodod icholars t» 
be ** the firft inclination rf the (MlMtd to Swrfify 
*• bisM/eJ/fy cruaing worlds.** * But the word Maya« 
' or Deloiion, has -a more fubtle and recondite feiife 
f in the Vcdanta Philoibpby, where it fignt£es the 
* fyflem oS peueptiom.*"*^ Afiati^ Refoarcbes. 

Mahabbarbt. An epic poem in the Shanicrit 
language, of great andquity. The Bhagvat G^eU» 
an eplfode ^rqm this poem, has been tranflated into 
Engli/h by Mr. Wilkins. 

Pundit, orPxiHDtsT^ A leamed^^mmin. 
PoojAH. The performance of worftiip to the 
Gods. 

Ryots. Hindoo labourers^ or peafknts. 
Ramo2ir« The Mufiulman Lent, or great faft^ 
obferved for the period of 30 days. 

Ricyajuhsamat'harva. a compound word 
denoting the four immortal Vedas, namely, the Rig- 
veda, the Yajur-veda, the Samareda, and the At« 
harva«veda. 



GLOSSARY^ 

SBftRBswATTEBf Of Se&bswati* The Fa* 
Croocft of Science and Genias. 

SHAsf SR. Literally a book. The Scripture of 
die Hindoos i»g for pre*eipineiice called eht SJbafier. 

Sanc'ha. Aa andent ifindoo PoeU 

SuRiiAY^> or SuRYA. The God of Light, or 
Orb of the Sun perfonified. The SeEt who pay par- 
ticular adoration to this Divinity are c^ed Saurai. 
He has a milkitude of names, and among them 
twelve epithets or titles which denote his diftinft 
powers in each of the twelve months. The Indian 
Poets, and Punters, deicribe his car as drawn by 
ieven green hories» preceded by Amn, or Arjoon» 
the dawn, who is denominated his charioteer* 

Sanassbe. A Hindoo devotee. 

Saib. Gentleman. Perfons of efiima^tion* 

Vai d y Ai The tribe who prafiate phyfic» Pby« 
ficians* 

Varuna. The Genius of the fea« and wind, 

Vbdas> or Beids. The.facred books of the 
Hindoos. 

Vees H N u. The prcfcrving Power. 

Veen A, or Been a, or Been. A muGcal in- 
ftrument, of the Guittar kind. 

Zzmeehdar. a Landholder* 
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OF A 



HINDOO RAJAH, 



LETTER L 

^Srmilh, Rajab of jOmora, to Kilhcen 
Neeay MiSndaara^ Zimeendar ofCumhrej 
in Robilcmd. 

-t RAISE to Gancfa ! May the benign 
influence ofthe God of Wifdom^ beaming 
Cti the breaft of Maandaara, difpel thofe 
clouds of Wrath which have been cngen- 

* The God of Wifdom, a coSUmsaj introdnaioa 
to Ae wrid^gfl of the Hindoos. From feveial tab* 
VOL. I. p 



dcrcd by miftakc, and poiired forth in the 
whirlwind of impctuofity, 

I might juftly expoftulate, upon the 
harflinefi of thy expreffions j but I call to 
mind the .goodnefs o£ thy heart, and they 
arc effaced from my memory- We Ihrink 
from the fury of the King of Rivers, when 
his terror-ftriking voice threatens deftruc- 
tion to. the furrounding world j but when 
his filyer waves return to the peaceful 
channel allotted to them by the adored 
Veefhnu, We forget our terrors, and con- 
template with rapture the majeftic gran- 
deur of the facred ftream who rolls his 
\)leflings to a thoufand nations. And who 
would not prefer the cafual fury of the 

preifioxis made v^c of by the Rajah in the couHe of his 
correfpondence^ he appears -to have been anadhji- 
rent of the fedl called ia the northenx parts of Indi? 
Veeflinubukt, or Adorers of Veelhn^, the preferving 
Bower. 
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mighty Ganges to, the apathetic dulneis of 
the never moving pool ? 

The Angel o( Truth, whofe dwelling 
is with Brahma, be ' my wimefs, that I 
have never been unmindful of the vows of 
fricndlhip we ^o Iblcmnly exchanged over 
the ftill warm afhes of the venerable Pun- 
dit ; who was the guide and the inftruftor 
of our tender years. Twice, in perform- 
ance of that vow, have I effayed to fend 
the promiied information, and twice have 
my intentions been fnsftrated 

No iborier had the aulpicious arms of 
the Ions of mercy opened thclong-obftrud- 
cd chanfiels of conveyance, and checked 
the fury of the Afgan Khans, who have fo 
long oppfeffed our unhappy country*, 

• * On the 22d day of April, 1774, was fought 

between the armies of the viiier, afiifted by the £ng- 

lifh, and the troops of Hafiz Rhamut, the Rohilla 

Chief, the deci£ve battle of Cutteiah ; in which the 

"32 
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than I diipatched a nleflenger to thef, 
with a full account of public affairs, and 
of all the incidents that have occurred to 
me in my retirement. Two months ago 
1 kamed that this meffenger was drowned 
in his attempts to pa6 the Jtimna. Again 
1 wrote the lame voluminous detail, and 
lent it by the hands of a Hircarrah, cm- 
ployed in the Englifli camp, and who was 
lent by Mens, with difpatches to Agra, 
his nadvc city. This meflcngcr, more 
unfortunate than the other, was leized and 
cut in pieces, by a band of brutal A%ans. 
Hopbg that dus account will fully cxad- 
pate me from the charge of ncglefit, and 

complete v]j6:ory obt^ned by th« former at once lui- 
itthilated the power and decided the fate of the Af- 
gan adventurers. Wherever the fate of the Rohifla* 
became known (fays the hiftorian of their Ihort Kvcd 
empire) tbe Hindoo Zimeendars (each of whom if 
poifefled of a ftrong hold attaching to the chief vilr 
lage of hi^ di(hi^) fhut their forts, and r^fu&ng to 
tbeir late mailers prote^on, plundered without dif- 
tihStion all whom they found flyb^ toward the hilk' 



ieaving'h to th^ flirifl voice of lame- to 
acquaint thee with the public traniadton$ 
of this evcQtful period, I fhall recapitulsite 
fudi parts of my tw^o epiftles as r^arded 
myfelf alone, and in-confornuiy to the pro^ ^ 
mifes that have pafled between us, &aU 
)ay open to you not only the anions of 
my life, but the very thou^ts of my 
heart. 

• Three days a^ that in which the. yocd 
of the Khans had ftaioed the plains of Cuc> 
terah *, word was brought me by' th« 
Zimeendar of Lolldong, that our late op^ 
prefibrs weie flying on the wings of dc-^ 
4>air to tfae^ mountaii^ of Cummow* He 
conjiued nie, by ail that we had fuffered 
from the cruelty of AUee Mohamed, and 
the tyranny of his fucccfiors, hot to givt 
pafl&ge to the fi^uves i but by arming my 
Ryots to dilappoiat their hopes of fafcty, 

^ HifibiyofdieR6liiBa^A%aiis, page 241* 
^3 
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and turn them back upon the fWords ot 
their enemies. I returned for anfwer, that 
* I gave praife to Veeflinu, who had a- 
vengcd the wmngs of the Hindoos, but 
that I had never learned to lift my hand 
againft a fallen foe/ I then iffued ftrift 
orders to all my Ryots to keep within their 
dwellings, and having performed the ac- 
cuftomary Poojah *, betook myfelf to rcfti, 
Refleftions upon the viciffitudes of for- 
tune, agitated my foul, ^ep forfook my 
cyeUdsj and, while the earth was yet 
clothed in the robes of darkncfs^ I went 
forth with a few attendants, in hopes that 
the temperate air, and placid ftillnefi of 
the night, would tranqmlife my mind. 
With aftoniftiment I perceived the eaftern 
horizon already tinged by the flame co- 
loured charioteer of Surraya f . I haftened 
. • Vl^orfhip. . 

f ArjouBy or the dawn ; who is cxpieffiyely rer 
prdented in Hindoo fculptore by the upper part only 
of a man, the reft of his perlbn being fappof^d np^ 
yet emerged from darknefs. 
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to afcend the hill, that I might be ready 
to pay my devotions at the firft appearance 
of the glorious orb, the facred emblem of 
the life-giving ipirit of the Eternal ! I 
reached the liimmit of the hiD, but. Pow- 
ers of Mercy ! what a fight then prcfcntcd 
itjelf to my view ? The vaft jungle extend- 
ing over the northern fide of Cumlore was. 
in a blaze of fire. The reflcdion of the 
mighty conflagration illuminated the hea«« 
vensj while ibimds more dreadful than-had* 
ever pierced my e^s, undulated throi^h 
the fire-firaught ain The Ihricks of the 
afirighted A%ans, the ihouts of the Hin« 
doos^ who had contrived this method to^ 
obftruft their flight, the growling of the 
tigers, and yelling of the other beafls of 
prey, who had been difturbed in their dens, 
the crackling of t^ flames, and the bright 
glare of the ftill-fpreading firej- formed al-. 
together ah imfpeakabde. ceuniainadon of 
horrors, 

' B4 
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hboiy of the wretched fi^dvea pafied 
the place vbcre I flood; no longer 
the proud and haughty lordsj at whofe 
frown the Rajahs of the eardi wenc wont to 
trtmhie : terror now fat upon their hum- 
bled fiireheads^ and defpair feemed the 
leader of their fteps* While I contem- 
plated dieir prefent calamity^ the lemem^ 
brance of their Conner tyranny pafled into 
tiie boGmi of oblivion* A young man ap- 
peared» the blood ftill ftreaming from his 
VGOinds, while on his back he bore his 
aged &ther# In vain did the old mat^ en^ 
treat this dutiful fi>n to leave him tq^ his 
fttes he ftill proceeded} i^^idi tottering 
fit ps to convey him he l^new not whither. 
* Surely>' faid I^ ^ the aftions of this old 
man muft have been mentorious in the 
fi^t of Heaven> that he flioutd have 
been rewarded with fiich a fon.* I looked 
on the old warrior, and called to mind the 
grey hairs of my father. 
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I ftoppcd the fugitives, who (ctiog 
my dcc&, looked on me without hopej^ 
and prepared diemfdves to receire the 
ftroke cf death. Whatever. arc yow of- 
fences, feid I to Ae fon, your filial 
piety has in my eyes made atone-^ 
xpcnt : turp, therefore, to Ithe iheteer of 
«iy fortrcfs, where you may reni^ in 
&kty rill timfes of peace. They cxpre£fe4 
their thankfulneis, and with them I re-' 
turned to my houfe. At the foot of the 
hill I heard a groan, which I perceived 
tOL proceed from under the tranches rf a 
tree tjxnt had lately faJkn. I ordered my 
iervants to learch for the pcrfon who u^^ 
tercd it, and to my aftooiihrnent &WQne 
in the dre& of an £ngli(h oillcer ; he ap-> 
peared to fufFer the angmih of excefllv^ 
pain, and though home by the fervant) 
with all poffible care, before we could 
feach the houfe, the invifible fpirit feemed 
about to for&ke the noble dwdUng that 



lad been allotted to it. . On examina^ 
tbn we found that his leg and many 
of his ribs were frafturcd.* Whik I was 
in deipair about this aj^arendy irreme- 
diable misfortune^ the old A%an addrefled 
himfelf to me^ and profefling his (kill in 
die art of iurgery> told me that he thoi^c 
fcc could efftft a aire. He accordingly 
appKed fiich remedies as he deemed pro- 
per, and with fuch fuccefs that the ftranger 
§bon obtained, ibme degree of relief He 
no fboncr lifted his eyes iq^on me, than 
calUng to mind the En^ilh that had been 
tai^tus, by the Vwdya Bcafe, I held 
out to him the hand of friendfhip, £xy- 
ing, ' 1k>w do ?* His eyes ^iftened with 
pleafure, and from that moment our hearts 
were united by the feal of friendfhip. 
When the tyrant pain had a litde loofencd 
tfjc fetters of her power, he Ipoke to mc 
in the Perfian language; of which> as well 
as the Arabic, and the different dialedra 
of Hindoflan, he was pfrfeSf ynafier. His 



[ " ] 

converladon was like the fbfc dew of Ac 
morning, when it falls upon the valley of 
rofes ; it at once refrelhed and purified the 
foul. His knowledge, in comparifon cf 
thaf of the moffi learned among the Pun- 
dits of the prefcnt age, was like die 
mountains of Cummow compared to the 
neft of the ant. The powers of his mind 
were deep and extcnfive as the wave of 
the mighty "Ganges. His heart was tiic 
feat of virtue, and truth repofcd In his 
bofom. 

He had let out many months before, 
•from' Calcutta^ with an intention of travel-* 
ling through the northern parts of Hin- 
doftan, in order to trace the antiquities of 
the moft ancient of nations. He had pro- 
ceeded into Kuttaher, when a band of Afi 
gans, headed by D'aunda Adoola, who 
had been iately difmifled from the fervice 
of Hafiz Rhamut, took him prifoner. 
They confined him in a ftroi^ hold^ on 
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Ac banks of the Gurra; and on the zp^ 
proach of the combined armies of the 
£f^i(h and Sujah Dowla, they left him 
cxpoied to the miferies of famine ^ but 
when obliged to fly to the woods of Cum* 
mow they forced him to accompany their 
flighty in hc^s that he might be the 
means of procuring them terms with the 
£ngli(h 5 whofe honour they knew to be 
equal to. their valour. 

On their rout to Cummow they were 
difcovcred by the Ryots of Racy Bandor, 
who by the orders of their matter fct fire 
to the wood in which they lay conce^di 
attempting, by this aft of cruelty, meanly 
to avinge on thefe poor fiigitives the death 
c^his kindred^ and the lois of hb Zimeen** 
dary. Captain Percy, for this was the 
name of my amiable gueft, fled with the 
rcfl:; being overpowered by fctigue, and 
alarmed by the yells of the tiger, had re- 
vived tD c&aib a tree for (afety, and there 
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to tcmjtta until he coidd put tumfelf under 
the proteftion of a Hindoo, The tree he 
attempted had been one kft ahnoft cut 
by my fcrvants, but who had negleflcd 
to pull it down; it unfortunately gave 
way 'to the preflure, and occafioned the 
fetal accident I have already mentioned* 

Thou knoweft, O Maandaara,. how my 
mind has ever thirftcd after knowledge* 
Thou knoweil with what ardour I have 
ever performed my Poojab Serafwatee^, 
, and that, at an age when few young mea 
have read the Beids of the Shafter f, I had 
hot only ftydied the facred pages, but had 
perufcd every famous writing in the Shan- 
Icrit language. 

The acquifxtion of the Perfic tongue 
opened to me a door of knowledge which 

• Worihip to Serafwatee^ the Godde6 of Lcttcn. 
f Scripture'of the Hindoos. 
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1 was not flow to enter. Hiftorjr, for iom* 
time, became my favourite fludy. But 
what did the hifbory of ftates and empires 
prefent to my view ? Alas t what, but the 
' weakncfs and the guilt of mankind ? I be- 
held the few, whom fortune had unhappily 
placed in view of the giddy eminences oi 
life, putting the reins of ambition into the 
bloody hand of cruelty, lafli through tor- 
rents of perfidy and (laughter, till, per- 
haps, overthrown in their career, they 
were trampled on by others who were 
running the fame guilty race ; or if they 
lurvived to teach the goal they aimed at, 
living but to breathe the air of difappoint- 
juent, and then drop into the lea of- obli- 
vion.. Such is the hiflory of the few whole 
guilty paflions, and atrocious deeds have 
railed them to renown^ and to whom the 
llupid multitude, tlie willing inllruments 
of their ambition, the prey of their ava- 
rice, and the Iport of their pride, have 
given the appellation of i&«?rc?<?j* 
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To the great body of the people I nevtt 
could perceive that it made any difference 
who it was that held the fcorpion whip of 
opprcffion, as into whatever hand it wai 
by them conveyed, they were equally cer- 
tain of feeling the feverity of its fting: 
Meditating on thefe things, the deep figh 
of defpondency has burft from my heart. 
Can it be^ fdd I to myfelf, that the omni- 
potent and eternal Ruler of the univerfc 
fhould create fuch multitudes jfbr no other 
purpofe but to Iwell the triumphs of a fel- 
low mortal, whofe glory rifes in propor- 
tion to the mifery he inflifts upon the hu- 
man race ? Surely, by what I learn from 
the aftipns of the princes of the earth, 
virtue is a Ihadow, and the love of it, 
which I have heretofore cheriftied in -my 
breaft, is nothing but the illufive phan- 
tom of a dream! 

By convcrfing with my Englifh gueft I 
got a different view of human nature. 
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Throi]^ the medium of the Pcrfic Ctera- 
ture k appeared iiniverially darkened by 
depravity. In the hiftory of Europe it 
aflumed a milder form. In Europe man 
has not always» as in Afia^ been degraded 
by flavery, or corrupted by the pofleffion 
of de4>odc power. Whole nations have 
there acknowledged the rights of human 
iiature> and while they did fo have attained 
to the fummit of true glory. The Ro- 
mans, whom the Perfian* writers rcpre- 
fcnt as the lawlcls invaders, and fcarlels 
conquerors of the world i and the Greeks, 
whom they load wth every opprobrium, 
were in &<5i nations of heroes. Spurning 
the chain of flavcry, they wifely thought 
that human nature was too imperfed to be 
entrufted with unlimited authority; while 
they performed Poojah to the Gbddeis of 
Liberty, their hearts were enlarged by the 
pofleffion of every virtue. She taught 

• See Richardibn's Introdudlion to the Perfian 
Di£Uoiiary. 
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them the art of yiStory-, ftrengthened 
their nerves in the day of battle; and^ 
when they returned from the field of con* 
queft, Ihe gave fweetnefs to the banquets 
of fimplicity, and rendeird poverty ho- 
nourable by her (miles. At length. Wealth 
and Luxury, the enemies of the Godde&j 
entered their dominions, and endced the 
people from the worihip of Liberty j who, 
offended by their infidcUty, entirely for- 
ibok their country, making Happinefs and 
Virtue the companions of her flight. On 
a re-examination of the conduit of thefe 
illuftrious heroes, who, while their nation 
performed Poojah to Liberty, had gained 
the fummit of fame; Pfcrcy pointed out 
to my view many imperfc6tions, which 
vA^t my btt^aft was cnflamed by the firft 
ardour of admiration, had eicaped my no- 
tice. The love of Liberty itfelf, that glo- 
rious plant as he called it, which if pro- 
perly cukivated never feils to produce the 
fruits of virtue^ ^ryog not (he &id} in 

VOL. I, c 
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die Grecian> or the Roman bredl> fron^ 
Ihe pure foil of univerfal beaevolence> tait 
from the rank roots of pride and felfifh^ 
neis. It never therefore extended to em- 
brace the human race; This perfc&ion of 
virtue was unknown, in the world> till 
tau^t by the religion of Chriil. Tins 
]^ aflerdon of Percy's^ appeared to me as 
^ prejudice ui^oup4c4 in truth* But fuch 
are ever the hafty qonclufiqns c^igtu^r^ce. 
I had been tai^t to believe th^t the pure 
doftrine of benevolence, and mercy, was 
unknown to all but dip favoured race of 
Brahma, that the ChrUdan faith like that 
of the Muflulmans, was a narrow ^fftem 
of fuperftitious adherence to the Mfil^ll 
prejudices, engendering hatred, and en^ 
coiiraging mercile^ perfecution againf): aU 
who differed from ^them. Nothing can be 
more erroneous dian this idia of Chrifti^ 
anity. .By the inclui^ence of my Engliih 
friend I was favoured with the peru|al of 
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the ChrilHan Shafter * tkt jiiiecepts it 
contains, ^re fimple, pure, and. powerful, 
all addreffed to the heart j and calculated 
for reftoring the univerfel peace and hap- 
pinefi which has been Jbaniftied from the 
earth, fince the days of the Sbttce Jojgue f* 

The iott of liberty in a people wlio arc 
taught by the fundamental precepts of 
their Shafter^ * to dp to others as they 
Would have others do to them,' rifes abovd 

* Scriptures* 

f The age of purity; The Hindoos reckon th6 
duration of the world by four Jogues* or diflinfl 
ages. The Sottee Jogue, or age of purity, is fsdd 
to have lafled 3,200,000 years, when the life of man 
h £ud to hkve extended to 100,000 ye^rs. Thtf 
Tirtah Jogue, or age in which one third of mm* 
kind were reprobate, which confiiled of 2,400,000 
years. The Dwiper Jogue, in which one half of the 
human race became depraved, endured 1,600,000 
yeai*s. And the CoQee Jogue, in which all man-^ 
Idnd are corrupted, is the prefcnt era. See Halfifld^ 
Gentoo Lawi^ 

C 2 
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the narrow fpirit of fclfifhnefs, and ex- 
tcndeth to embrace the human race ! Be- 
nevolent people of England ! it is their 
defire, that all Ihould be partakers of the 
feme bleflings of liberty, which they them- 
ielves enjoy. It was doubdcfs with this 
glorious virfw, that they fcnt forth colonics 
to enlighten, and inftruft, the vaft regions 
of America. To diffcminate the love of 
virtue and freedom, they cultivated the 
tranf-Atlantic iflcs : and to refcue our 
nation from the hands of the oppreflbr, 
did this brave, and gpnerous people vifit 
the Ihorcs of Hindoftan ! 

You may imagine how defirous I was 
to become acquainted with fome parti- 
culars concerning the form of government, 
laws, and manners, of this highly favoured 
nation. Provided the above particulars 
are /r«^, it is of courfe to expeft, that they 
muft all be formed after the model of per- 
fcftion i and fuch, according to my con- 



cepdon of the accounts of Percy, they 
undoubtedly are. 

It having pleafed Brahma to create them 
all of one caft, among them are no diJf- 
tlnftions, but fuch as are the reward of 
virtue. It is not there as in the profligate 
court of Delhi, where great riches, a fiip- 
ple adherence to the minifter, and a baie 
and venal approbation of the meafiires of 
the court can lead to titles and diftindtion. 
No. In England, the honours of nobility 
are invariably beftowed according to in« 
trinfic merit. The tides and privileges of 
theie heroes of the firft dais, deicend to 
their children. We may well fiippoie 
what care is beftowed on the education of 
thefe young nobles, whole minds arc 
moulded into wiidom, at Univerfiries in- 
ftitufed for the purpofe. Where vice and 
folly, are alike unknown: and where the 
Acuities of a young man, might have as 
^reat a chance, of getting leave to ruft ia 
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Ignorance, as to he loft in cKfTipation! 
From thefe feminaries of virtue, they are 
called to the Senate of the nation ; where 
they debate wich all the gravity, and the 
ihtcrefti that mi^it be expefted from dieir 
early habits of ferious thought, ^nd deep 
^veftigation. The fons of the King, at 
an cariy age, take their feats in that tri- 
bunal, from whofe decifioh diere lies no 
appeaL As their example is fiippofed 
to animatb the yoong Nobility, it n:iay 
well be imagined how wife, learned, grave, 
aud pious, thefe princdy youths mull be: 
then- actions arc doubtlefs the mirrors of 
decorum, and their lips the gates of wilr 
domi 

- The cquaKty of human beings in the 
fight of God, being taught by their reli- 
gion, it is a fundamental maxim of their 
policy, that, no laws arc binding, which 
do not obtain die coxUent of the {)eople. 
All laws are therefore iiTued by the iandion 
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of ik^lf rfe^efehfitives'; every feparate di- 
. ftridtj tdwn, and fcomniiHiityy choofingfrom 
.among themfelves, the perfons moft di- 
ftii^ifhcd for piefyy toifiorfh, ItarHifig, and 
integrity, inajpaft to them the power of 
adking in tffe name of the whole. 

About four hundred of thefc eminent 
men, each of whom to all the requifites 
of a KBndoo magiftrate *, unites the 

*' It is ordslned ^t * die magiibate ftaSl keep 
< in iiibjedBoh to hlm&lf his LUft, Anger, Avurkis 

* FoUjt Drwtiennefs, and Pride : he who cannot keep 
^'thefepailions under Ms awn fubjedHon^ how fball 
' he be able to npurifli and inRni^ the people ? Nei- 

* iher ihall he be feduced by the pleafures of the 
« chace, nor be addidled to play, nor always employed 
« in dancing, finging, and playing on mufical infhu-^ 
' ments. Nw iha4 he go to any place withoat a 

* cauibj nor difpraife any perfon withoat knowing his 
' faults, nor Ihall he envy another perfon's iuperior 

* merit, nor fhall fay that fuch perfons as are men of 
' capadty are men df ho capacity, &c.' See Code 
of GentooLaws, page 52. 
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knowledge of a Chriftian philolbpherj 
Ibrm wbac b termed the third eftatse. 

Uninfluenced by die fevour of party, un- 
contaminated by the bafe motives of ava- 
rice or ambition, they purfue with fteady 
fieps the path of equity, and have nothing 
fo much at heart as the public wel&re. 
No war can be engaged in, and no taxes 
impoied, but by the confent of thefe pa- 
triot chie6. Judge then, my friend, how 
light the burden mufl be, that is laid on 
by theic reprelentadves, thefe brothers of 
the people. Never can fuch men as thefe 
be inftrumental in lending war, with all 
its attendant mlieries, into the nations of 
the earth : all of whom they are taught 
by their Shatter to co^fider as brethren. 
In Afia we behold the gory monfter, ever 
ready to ftalk forth widi deftruftive ftride 
at 'the voice of ruthlcfi tyranny, but in Eu- 
rope, Princes are the friends of peace, and 
the Others of their people. 
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Many of our Pundits have contemplated 
vntb aftonUhment, the animofities that have 
ariien among the followers of the Arabian 
prophet) on account of the different inter*- 
pretations ^ven by thieir * Imaums to cer- 
tain paflages of the Koran ^ foi^tting that 
the Si^reme Being delightedi in variety, 
and that He who hath not formed, any two 
obje6b in his vaft creation exactly finular, 
took doubtleis no lefs care upon the forma* 
tion of the human mind, pcrcciveth with 
delist the contrarieties of opinion among 
men. They have carried their prefump- 
tion fo &r, that one fe<5t hath dared to 
conceive hatred, and ill will againft ano- 
ther, for not viewing every dark pafSige 
in the writings of dieir Prophet, cxaftly in 
die fame light ! How diflfcrent is the cafe 
with the Chriftian ? The great Foxindcr of 

' * See Preliminary Difcourfe of the firamins, em- 
ploy^ by Mr. HafUngs in the Pooceej or comj^tioQ 
of the ordinations of the Pundits. — GentOQ Lws^ 



r 56 ] 

their religion having left every man at li- 
berty, to choofe the form of worihip which 
kc finds beft calculated to excite, and to 
oepreis fentiments of devotion, they each 
attach thetnlelves to the form mofl: agree- 
able to their own minds, allowing the iaoie 
liberty to others, and convinced that all 
are equally accepubk to the Deity> who 
acquieice in his laws, and obey his com- 
mandments. In the dbmrnions of the 
Muffulmans, though all fefts are permitted 
to live, it is one {e& alone (thd orthcdox *) 
that is invcftcd with power, or entnrfkxi 
with authority. But amotig Chriftians 
what fea eXi&Sy that would acqept cJf the 
moil beneficiat diflinftions/ on !tenhs Co 
contrary to the fpirit of their Gcripcl I 
No. AD fefts, equal in the eye of Hea-. 
ven, mirfl needs, by the wife and vir- 
ftious Legiflators of this happy country, 
be admitted into an equal enjoyment of 

• See the Hcdaya or Commentary m the Met 
fulmanLaws. 
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every right, and every privilege. The 
Priefts of their religion arc, as Aeir-cha- 
radcrsare fully fet forth in their Shaftcr, 
men who de^ife the adventitious advanta- 
ges of rank and fortune, who regard no di- 
(tindtions in their flock, but the dtftinftions 
arifing from internal worth, and intrinfic 
goodnefs ; riot thirfting after world^ ho- 
nours; not given to luxury; ftrangers to 
avarice and pride. Having no bit€erne& 
^ainft thofe who differ from them in c^- 
nion, animofity, "ftrife, or wrath^ is jicvef 
heard of among thefe holy men, who, in 
the language of their Shatter, ^ pafs throu^ 
things temporal, only mindflil of thofe 
which are .eternal/ Although my unwea-* 
ried application to die ftudy of the Engliih 
language, enables me to read a few pafia- 
ges in that tongue, it is to the Arabic 
copy of thofe books of the Rafter, called 
Goipels, to which 1 am indebted for the 
accuracy of my information. 
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Ndt prclumng to lift the veil of my- 
ftcry, with which Ibmc paflTages arc en- 
veloped (a prefumption, which in a ftran- 
ger would be equally unpardonable and 
unbecoming) I pals over whatever appears 
to be myfterious, with the moft profound 
teiped. But that Power, which taught 
me to Iweep from my heart the duft of 
prejudice, taught me alfo to pay homage 
to excellence, wherever it might be found. 
In the pi^cepts of the Chriftian Shafter, I 
|)ehold die grandeur of fublimity, and the 
fimplicy of truth. There is one parficu- 
]ar To hovel; lb pecidiar; fo repugnant to 
the univerfally received opinions of man- 
kind ; that it confidcrably excited my afto- 
niftment. In the revelation bellowed upon 
the Chriftians, women arc confidered in 
the light of rational beings ! free agents \ 
In ihort, as a moiety of the human Ipecies ; 
whofe fouls "are no lels precious in the eye 
of the Omnifcient than that of the proud 
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lords of the creation I What can be more 

extraordinary ? 

The inferiority of women appears fo efta- 
blilhed by the laws of nature^ and has been 
fo Invariably inculcated^ by all the legida- 
tors ient by Brahma to. enlighten the eight 
corners of the world> that it ieems akc^« 
ther inconteftible. It is true> that our di- 
vine laws (incomparable in wiidom !) do 
not, like the laws of die Mufiulmans^ ab-* 
iblutdy exclude women from the pardcipa^ 
tion of happineis in a future ftate^ it being 
written in the Shafter^ ^ tbii a wtmm^ wba 
burns herjelf wiib her hujband, Jball /rxir 
with him in Paradife three crore and fifty 
lacks of years.* But even in this cafe, it is 
contefted by the Pundits^ that her admifoi 
fion into Paradife, depends on her hufband's 
title to an entrance into that ftate of &li« 
city. Uncertain tenor ! precarious dc* 
pendance ! on which a poor woman com^ 
mits herfelf to the flames ! Wi&ly did ou^ 
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l^wgtvci^ ordain, tha( ignorance and fob* 
miflion fhould be the ornanients of wo- 
men; feeing how much the privilege of 
enquiry^ might have diiquieted their re- 
pofe! 

Chriftian women are more fortunate; 
they may enjoy Heaven without the com- 
pany of their hufbands! Throughout tht 
Chriftian Shatter, dicy are exalted to per- 
fect equality with man. They are confi- 
dered as occupying a ftation of equal dig- 
mcy, in the intelligent creation; and as 
bemg equally accountable, for the ufe they 
make of the g^ft of reafbn, and the mo- 
nitions of confeience. What care ! what 
pains! mutt we then conclude to be be- 
flowed by .Chriftians, oh the formation of 
the femak mind ? ^ As the beams of the 
moon kindles the flowers of the Ofliadi, 
fo,*' fays the philofopher, - ' ctoth education 
expand the bloflbms of intelligence/ 
Where, women acs defiined to be undei^ 
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rcftraint, lave the abiding confcioufncfs of 
the fcarching eye of Omnipotence, df what 
vaft importance muft their cducatipn ap» 
pear, in the eyes of the enlightened ! Ac* 
cordingly we. find that feminaries of female 
inftru6i:ion» called Boafding-fchools> are m 
England univerfaUy eftablifhedj whence 
by what 1 can learn, the improvemeiit of 
tKe.un^erilanding is as ruccei3&lly attend^ 
ed to, ^d every folid, and uieful accom«- 
pfifbment as fully attained^ as are the fc^ 
vere morals df Chriftianity, by their bro- 
thers^ ja t4ie univerfity. Whea the females 
of England have completed their cducatiflai 
in thefc feats o( fcience, thcfe nurfcries of 
Vifdom> diey come fordi Ukc the mother 
of Kafhna^ the torch <rf reafon enlighten- 
ing their minds, and the ftaflf of know- 
ledge fuppor^ng their virtue ! In that en- 
lightened country, a wife is the friend of 
her huftand Motives of efteem mfluence 
^ choii;c oi bothi for there, women, are 
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ut liberty to choofe, or to rcjcft otkti of 
marriage^ and educated as they are» we 
may well iuppole how wifely they will al- 
ways choofe I By their religion, men are 
prohibited from having more than one wife 
at a time, which at firft view will doubt- 
lels appear a hardihip in yotir eyes : but if 
you confider what an endlefi fburce of dit- 
quiet, the quarrels, jealoufies, and ftrifesi 
among our wives frcqucndy produce, you 
will perhaps acknowledge, that to leflea 
the number is not {o great a misfortune. 

What I have laid concerning the culti- 
vadon of the female underftanding, will 
perhaps, appear ridiculous in your eyeS; 
but take the following proof of the vera- 
city of myaflercion. One day that I had 
been ftudying the Shatter of my Englifh 
gueft, I pefcciyed, written in fair and le- 
gible charafters, upon the firft lea^ thefe 
words i * The parting gift of Charlotte 
Percy to the moft beloved of brothers/ I 
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ccM^ried the book ^tp my Mtndg vtho woA 
flill confined to his couch> aii^d afked him 
if Charlotte was ijlie name oi his bfx>ther? 
He ajtifweredrwith a ihule, tbac Charlotte 
was t^, Hj^^l? c^ his dear, and amiable 
fiftec. , "^ '^^ur fifter!' repeated I, widi 
aftomlhmcnt;^ ' Cap it be, that in your 
country a; woman is permitted to touch the 
Shatter? or, at]e won^en t^ugji^t .to write,? 
It cannot .be.; Such things are not proper 
for women/ He replied,, that ijay Jtur- 
prife was occafioned, by having always 
been accuftpmed, to behold the fex in the 
degraded ftate qt fubjeftion^ A ftate, 
which, wherever it preyai^, fubdues the 
vigour, anji deftroys the virtue of the hu- 
man mind. Nfan, he obferved, received 
from nature no paflion fo powerful as the 
love of tyranny. This, dtie fuperiority of 
bodily ftrength, had enabled him to cxer- 
cife , over the weaker part of his fpecies, 
with uncontrouled fway. In proportion 
as fociety advanced in civilization, the ad- 

VOL. u D 
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¥4At2tges of rtafon ov^r boiffly fltehgtti pit* 
vwOcd, and the paffions received from the fet- 
ters of reftrabt a degree of polifli, which if it 
did not change their naturt, rendered them 
fcfs difguffingly ferocious. The wife' of a 
HindcOj continued he, is frbhi this caufe 
treated with more re^ed, and enjoys a 
much greater degree of liberty and happi- 
nefi, than the wife of an tmtutored Afgan. 
But it is not in the nature oftnan, to re- 
linquish claims lb* flartering to his pride; 
and the innate love of the exercife of def- 
potic authority, muft have for ever kept 
the female fex/m a ftate of fubjcftion, had 
hot the powerful mandate of religion ihap- 
pcd their chains^ This, the religion re- 
ceived by the Chriftians has fidly accom- 
pliftied : and to Ihew you , how much it 
is in the power 6f education to improve 
the female mind, continued my .friend, I 
(hall tranflatfe, for your perufal, fome of 
the letters of that fifter, whofe name is writ- 
ten in the leaf of the book you are now 
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rcii^flg. Accprd^^ to t^ pipnilfe^ tvy 
excellent friend tranflatcid &r tKy fevexal 
pieces both in prole and verfc ; prefenting 
me at the fame time with copies of the 
originals^ that I nught cprnparje six^n^ to- 
gether. By ' that which' 1 have cnclofed 
for your (atlsfaftip^p, yoW^ ]^^ 
that the fifkjr of ;Pc;rcy ,1^, aqt Qi;^ 
learned to read>4ind. writ^^ )jmt is in a 
eonrx4eF9^1^ ^ijm P9(>8blft fi£ tH^nimg. 
Nurfcd in folitude, flie in early youth took 
delight, to Aring die ^arfe of poetty. I 
fend you one of the <iift of ^thefc ^ms of 
fancy ; whith> thou^ it boafts not die ra- 
diant brilliancy ^ftfie DiaAiond, is pleafing 
as the varying Opal, and ioft as the luftqe 
of the green emeralds It was written after 
having refidfd an ipvitatiQii tp a party of 
pleafure, on s^Pfio^nt.gf^r 4iity tp,^^ agcji 
uncle,, who. had adopted hci: :^ bi^ daugh* 
ter; and.of.wbomlhe%eaks>'W]lJi the lan- 
guage of filial afFe&ion. Let it be read 
with candour, for it is die offipring of 
D. i ' ' . " ' 
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yoiidi; witji indulgenccj for it is the tri- 
bute of gratitude ! 



BLEST be thefe rural glens^ thefe flowery 
glades; 
The lov*d retreats of innocence and joy : 
Coiitent's (weet voice is heard beneath thefe 
Ihades; . ^ 

Her quiet fesit no wSd Wiih dares' amioy. 

Dear to mj beartf is jdils fequefter'd fcene ; 

By libei^ nativp deck'd in rc^es (o gzy: 
O'er.aflfliy foul^^he breathes tjer fwects fereng, ; 

As in her ^alks I t^e delight to ftray. 

*Twas her fweet hand that ftrew'd this bank with 

flowers; 

She beiids thefe ofier^ o'er the chryftal fl:ream ; 

She twines /the wiaofibine- round thefe leafy 

' -ibowefs": - 

And turns that: rofe-bud tor the morning's beam. 

From h^r,Tjire^. Goddefs, hefe in youth, I drew 
Spirits as light as airy^foncy's wing : 
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*Twas here I mark'd each glowing tint (he threw 
On the ftir bofom of the opening fpring. 

And fliall I leave her ? leave her lov'd retreat ? 
For fcenes where Art her mimic power dif* 
plays, 
For the falfe pleafures of the gay and great; 
Pride's empty boaft, and Splendor's midnight 
bla^e. 

Can .Pride, can Splendor's moft triumphant hour. 
Give any pleafure to the breaft fo dearg^ 

So exquifite, as is tb^ conicious power 
A venerable parent's days to cheer ? - 

Ah! then, from thee, my guardian, and my 
friend, ; ...^ - ^ / 

Let never vagrant wifli prefume to ftray j 
But on my fteps let filial Ipve attend, 
. Gently to footh thy life's declining day. 

Can I forget what to thy love I ow'd ? 

Forget thy goodnefs to my orphan jftate ? 
Forget the boons thy tendernefs beftow'd ? 

0|- thy unchang'd affe^on's early da^te? 
P3 ' 



When my Idv'S father prcfs'd hii earfy Mer, 
(From which, alas ! nor youth, nor love could 
favfe) 

And When my widow*d mother (idotn fevcre !) 
Viftim of forrow ! funk into the grave. 

Thy care a more than father's care fup^lied. 
Thy brcaft a more than father's fondnefe knew* 

Led by thy hand, or cherifh'd at thy fide. 
My infant years in fpri^tly pfcafuTei flew, 

r 

No frown Aom thee repreft'd tbc^ hannlel^ Jojr, 
No harih reproof repelPd the lively thought. 

Pleas'd, thou couldft imUe on duldhood's fimpleft 
toy, , ' ■ 

And fay, < no pleafures were fo cheaply bought' 

Caij I forget the (jartncf of thy dar^ ? 

Whoffc kind attention fbriiiM my early youth; 
Or with what care fhe watch'd my tender years 5 

And in life's rabrning, fo^'fr ^e feeds of 

trodi? 

*Twas her inftrudHons, pious, prudent, wife. 
Taught me the virtues 'tJut adorn our fex i 



V 39 1 

Its humbieft duties bade me not defpiie ; 
But rife fuperior to its wejJc defe^ ; , . 

Taught me to fcom me^ Pride's malignant 

fiieer* 
. The tale calumnious, cautious to recelvoy 
To Mifery'^ voice to turn a willing ear; 
Its woes to pitjr, or its wants re)ieVe j 

Taught me on, pure Devotipn's wings to rife 
To tbe \mfeei\a (upx^,iQe^ eternal Power j 

Wbofe works an equa} theme o^ praife fupplies. 
In heay'n's flarr'd cQnc2(ve) or earth's hum« 
Weft flower. 

If e'er my breaft with love of virtue glow'd. 
Or ardent fought the Mufes* hallow'd ihrine> 

To thee my dawning* tafte its culture ow'd j 
£2^ high-bom icnciment, dear fhade> w^ 
thine, 

Qb I if ijiy fainted fpirit hovers near. 

With fin^es benign my filial vows approve: 

Vows like ^y cpndudi;, artlefs, and fincere, 
^Vire ^ thy fai^tl^^ and /potlefs as thy love> 

J>4r 
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But fee ! where comes my venerable fii-e. 
With cheerful air, and looks ferencly gay : 

He comes to lead me to the focial fire, 
To wvn me of the dews of parting Jay. 

I come, my more than father ? beft of friends f 
Dear, good old man ; how good, how dear ta 
me? 

Beyond thy Kfe, for me no hope extends. 

My comfprt, ajid my peace, expire with thee. 



Thus far did Zaarmilla^ write to .hja 
friend Maandaara, by the flave who pe- 
riihed in the fwellings of the Jumna* 
Captain Percy had been then five months 
under the fliadow of my roof; the fkill 
of the Afgan had not been fufficient to 
join the fraflured boneV ft> that greac 
pain was inflifted upon hirh; I had" often 
attempted to get an account of his fitua- 
tion tranfmitted to the Englifh cahip, but 
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wkhDOt fuccels, : Th6: troops of the/Af- 
gans furrounded "me, and the danger of 
difcovering to them that an EngliQi officer 
was in their power obliged me to aft with 
the utmoft circumfpedtion. At length, 
in the month Aflen (Oftoberj the treaty 
was concluded between the Khan of Ram- 
pore, and the great powers. I belbught 
and obtained leave from Fyzoola Khan to 
go myfelf to the camp of the Englilh, 
which was yet at the foot of the moun- 
tains. Captain Percy, weakened by the 
langour of difeafe, and linking under the 
prefliire of inqeflint pain^ revived at my 
propoial : the big te^r gljfltened in his eye, 
and prefling my hand between his, God 
Ihall blefs thee, my dear Zaarmilla, cried 
he, the God of Heaven fhall blefs thee for 
thy kindnefs to me. In contemplating the 
approaching diflblution of my being, un- 
Jhaken confidence in the ni^prcies of my 
God and Saviour fupport my foul, Deatli 
))as\for me no terrors i but methinks it 



I 42 1 

yikpM bli^teh the daric paffi^ that leads 
to it^ could I igam behold arty of my for-. 
itcT friends> and Countrymen; their ic^ 
otMints would Ibften to my fiftcr the ti- 
£ngs of an event that will pierce her fauU 
She knows not the goodneis of ZiarmUlai 
sbd wip oriy imagine to herfelf the figu» 
of berdyii^ br6therj expiring among OxanH 

Could ihe be aflbred, how ofcen my jRiC- 
fcif^ have been alleviated by the balm 
of'lympathy, and how much the endear-, 
fag fcnfibilities 6f cordial friendfhip hav^ 
iefrefhed my foul> it would be a folaqc to 
licr affliftion. 

He then wrote as much as ftrei^th wouW 
permit, to a Britifh o^Ccr, who Was his 
particular friend, and enclofing it in a few 
Knesto^the commainder m chief, dd&vcre^ 
it into rriy hands* 
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I purfued my journey to the foot of the 
mountains, attended only by a fmall rc- 
tmue. When wc reached the plate of 
onr dcftination, We had th^ mortification 
to find that it had been for fome time a- 
fcanldoned by the Englifh, who were on 
their march down the country. I did not 
hcfitate to follow them 5 thoi^h, bemg 
unufeid to travel, I wafe ovettaken by fa* 
tigue, and annoyed by the rains, which be- 
gan at th£j time to fet in whh great 'rio* 
lence^ 

After a tedious and difegrceable jourhtfy, 
I at length reached Rhamgaut, where tKd 
Englifli army, at the requeft of the Vifier, 
had for fome time halted. I was received 
by the commander with the eye of kind- 
nefe, 4nd recommended by him to his offi- 
cers, with the voice of praifc. The chief 
to whom captain Pfercy had written, wel- 
comed me in the warmth of friendfliip^ 
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and bcftowed \^n my conduf): unmerited 
eulog^um* 

Soon as my limbs had recovered from 
the wearinefi of fadgiie> this Saib, and an* 
other dear, and intimate fiiend of the un- 
fortunate Percy's, who was deeply (killed 
in the fcience of medicine, purpofed re- 
returning with me, in order to fcdace, and 
if poffible to reftore the amiable youth. 
The rains continued to defceodi but the 
i|)irit of true fricndlhip rifes iuperior to 
every obftacle. We carried with us the 
good wifties of an hoft of friends, and, fup- 
ported by hope, accompliihed our journey 
i^lafety. 

From the accounts I had communicated 
conccrping the fituation of our friend, doc- 
tor JDenbeigh, the friend on whofe know- 
ledge .in the healing art, his brother officer? 
placed fo much reliance, had pronounced 
great hopes concerning him j hopes whicli 
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in4>irfed the alacrity of checrfiilneiL Alas I 
as the blood-ftaincd tiger of the fbrefll 
rufhes on the timid fawhy who, imconfd*' 
oils of his pr€fcn6e,!^orts within the reach 
of his feiocious gra^, fo doth calanuqf 
dart upon the cheriflicd hope of mortals. 

When we approached my dwelling, Ae 
IChanfaman, under 'whofe pardculaa: care i 
had left my friend, tame out to meet us. 
His eycs^ were heavy with the tears of 
griefi and his whole deportment was mark- 
ed by the preflure of recent Ibrrow. I 
was afraid to queftion him, left his an- 
fwer fhould bereave me of hope ; but at 
length my tongue articulated Percy's name* 
Alas ! my fears were jiift. The pure Ipi- 
rit had fled from its corporeal confinement, 
to the boundlefe expanfion of infinity. 
Three days had elapfed fmce the body, de- 
ferted by its celeftial inhabitant, had been 
committed to the womb o( earth : I vifi- 
tcd the duft which covered it, and gave 
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irent to the grief dvit oppre0ed itiy iouL 
The friends of Percy vinitfsd their tears yfixh 
mine: they xperc the pure offering of firicnd- 
ihip fk>wi0g from, hearty erf" fincerity. AC- 
itr we had indulged the firft implies of 
grie^ the SJianidmiui prefented us with th^ 
papers which our friend had configned to 
Ms care. Thefe -^^rc -a fiqalcd paf:k€t> di- 
xcRcd to b|s fifter> a letter to his £ngli& 
friend, wxih. direjftiQQs ^onccriiing liis ef^ 
fefts, ^amd an epiftk to rne, wrjlarn with 
the pen of .;?iie<a:iqn* 'J'o me he bequeath- 
iicd> asujtoken ofhi$ Iqve^ the little IJirill^i 
-KGiccd moriitor, ?vhofe gjAdw tongue pro^ 
.claims the fejpfe. of tin^, called in Engli^ 
a rcpeatiog watch, his fiftcr's pi6bure> toge- 
ther with all the manufcripts of her wri- 
ting, his E?glifli Shatter, and, jin fliort, 
all that was ^bout his perfon when I had 
liie happinefs of receiving him under my 
roof. 1 ^ave fince pcrufcd with care the 
precious reli<5ts of this amiable young maij. 
in the leaves of his pocket-book were 
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^vtiton man^ Tahnblc remarks, feme of 

which had evidcndy been dcpofited there 

but a fliort time before die Angel of Death 

^ireifaid die kuid !wfaich wrotie them. A^ 

moQg his ioofe papers were i^Tdcal pagos 

enddcd, * Thoughts on the Prevalence of 

Infidelity ;* in which the names of Hume^ 

Boling^oke, and Voteaiie, freqiKmlf oc-> 

icor. It 'wSH oblige me if you enquire oi 

the JLmaoiwm Yufeph Ib'n MeSl ^ jbme 

iqfi>raiadoa osncenung thefe itien ; who, I 

nsakc no doubt, are^of the ic& of Hanfaal, 

againfl: «hofe opinions the Muifiilmaa 

do£bors £> i>hterly inveigh* What makes 

me certain shtfzac not ChtiiHans is, that 

£rom what Percy has iaid concermng dieir 

opimons, it is evident timt theie unhappy 

men are unconfcious of the precious ipatk 

of immortality which glows within dieir bo- 

ibms* Nay, fo much are they inflated by 

vanity, fo infatuated by the Ipirit of pride, 

• as to utter words <^ arrogance with th4 

tongue of prefumption i faying, that men 
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Might mi to bdieve in the fbpreme Iotie<- 
ricor (^eternity. - . - - 

Our departed friend (TDiicludes his re- 
marks ^)on theft people^ in the following 
words 3 'j 

' Ye who . are fb keen tp difleminafie 
die baneful principles idT ii^eli^> did 
ye know what it b to watchthe ftew^ but 
ftcady, fteps of deaths to behold his ap^ 
proach in the .fifcnce of folitude>. where 
the whifpers of yanity are. unheard,- smd 
the fmall ftill voice, of confcicfice alone 
ipcaks audibly to the .foul, ye would not, 
furcly, he fo rafldy forward- to dalhfrodi 
the lips of a fellow mortal the CQfdial 
draught of hope, and to .offer in its ftead, 
the bitter cup of doubt, uncertainty, and 
delpair ! . , . 
-* . 

^ The principles of religion arc fb con- 
genial to the human mind, that I afn 
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totkYimfA fkfiy irould ^Jmoff; ^AVi a^ 
main p&m$ncm% Wi$ it im for ibfi a^vf nt 
titiam pneju^ScfiSj *ith whjich d» pi«e 9i4 
£inple do&rio^s pf Ckti^mtY ^^ ^ ^A^ 
tangled, by ttic w»l^ ^dh^eots rf f yf nr 
fed, and party. 

^ iOf ail xny coiitempoiaries, iktf Kaye 
^Ter been the foremofl: to thmw clF tlir 
rellraints of r^ligioii^ who have he^n vji# 
is cerOQcd wi0 firiSfy educaiidyh^t wbp 
never had any religiaus ^ntimmit^ Un- 
pitei&l upon their mind;, diftihd: (torn, th^ 
paiticular dognias of their reipe£tivc fe£ts. 
With the^ dogmas their ideas of the tnik 
<if Chriilianity vfzm i^parahly combined; 
and when they afterward , came to mioglr 
with the world, and found their prejudices 
untenable againil the attack of argument, 
the fo^ce of reafon, or the fneer ^of ridi- 
cuk, tjie whole fabric qf their faith was 
Aiaken to the &u(idation. Blafied be the 
fncraoryof [Jbie iffmM who inflxyfted me i 

VOL, I. B 
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whofe care it was to imprels upoii my 
mind the ftrifteft principles, with the moft 
liberal opinions. In her eyes the mode of 
worfliip was nothing j the fpirit from which 
It proceeded was every thing/ 

* My feelings teU nK^ that the lamp of life 
is nearly exhauflred. Never more flidl I 
behold the fiicc of a friend. No fifler's 
friendly hand, to finooth my pillow, or to 
footh my foul with the tender accents of 
afi^£lion. My impatience for the plea- 
fure of feeing my friend Grey, has de- 
prived me of the comfort I have hitherto 
received from the confoling fympathy, and 
unremitting kindnefs, of the amiable Hin- 
doo. 

* Remote from country, friends, and all 
that my hjeart has been accuftomed to hold 
de^j— but what, in a moment like this, 
could friends or country do for me ? what, 
but to ^ point the parting anguiih.' I am 
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not alone. No» The ever-prefent God 
is ^ith mt; and his comforts fiipport my 
foul» Often ia the hour bf health, hayc I 
repeated with rapture the lines of the poet: 
and inow 1 am called to be an evidence of 
their, truth. 



' ^« 5hoiilclfate commarfd me to th€ fertheft verge 
Gf the green earth, to diftant barbarous cUmes, 
RlV^^ unknown to.fong ; where fiarft the fim 
Gilds Indian mountains, or his fetting beam 
Flames on th' Atlantic ifles ; 'tis nought to me : 
Since God is ever prcfent, ever fclt> 
In the void wafte as in the city full j ^ 

And where His fpirit breathes there mufl: be Joy. 
When e'en, at laft, the folemn hour fhall come 
And wing my ihyftic flight to future worlds . 
I cheerful' will obey ; there, with hew powers 
Win rifing wonders fing. I cannot go 
Where univerfid love not finiles around ♦." 

* As Zaarmilla was unable to |)roGeed farther in 
the tranflation, we have thoaght proper to fill up 
the blaiik with what we ifiiaglne to have been the 
poetical paflage alluded to by Captain Percy. 
E 2 
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Such, d ! Mkindaars^ ims -the cbneiy^ 
ifion df the life of this "ExAofe^i His ^tvv« 
friends abode with me for a ftw 'days^ ^|]4 
departed^ loaded wifch evety^ark rf^Jiy 
fiiendfhip and efteem. 1 was no tb<»ier 
left alone, than melancholy took pofleflion 
of my mind. The conv(brlatioii of Cap- 
tain Percy gave light to my ibul^ it was 
at an ends and darkne^ agaiA ^tinotioded 
me* 

The Raj^h t)f LoBdoiig, and his bro^ 
ther, the Zimecndar, heard of my afflic- 
tion, and came to comfort me. Alas! 
they were both too fidl of their own cqi^ 
cerns, to take any part in the grief which 
filled my hearts In the late calamities of 
our nation, their la^ds had been lav^ed by 
the troops of the Vifier. The protedting 
hand of the Englifti, had not been able to 
fave their villages from the ruthlefs hand of 
the deftroyer i and their Ryots were ^och 
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Ibqwntly ung^e tp p^ tbeii: rpnte. I 
UQ^^n^^ ^ ^h^ ftp^ ^f ^^i^ diftreflcs with 
conice/fl, ajid. f^id all in my ppwer to cohv* 
^rf . th^m. A fccon4j| ^^^ 2. third time| 
they rfpe^a?^ th?. p^fticyl^rs of their gfiev- 
aniees i ^fld thpu^ tljcy bgtl} ufiwljjr fpqkc 
gL% CME^ce^ ftil) I Ufteaed with p^ti):nce. Bu( 
wh$|i } foufid them obftinately perfift ii^ 
cJi^riflwDg thjp feelijng^ of fclfilh regret, '% 
a^iv o^n ^rt'icul]^ mi^<^tune, wlulp thf 
implies of t|)o^Q^4s, whpj on tt^ fanip 
dey:(»i£pB^ h^ Jpft jfteir ajl, fppi^d 00 en- 
trtni:e into i^tiieir hearts, I coi^d no longer 
Ullea t^ 4j[)eir coflg^ifitsi with the &xn^ 
bl^Jffc qf m^nmn i V^^y pe; cpivin^ tlwjt 

In. the innocent and playful vivacity of 
th^ ^tjjle Z.4mareand$^ I have found a bet- 
ter |ub^itute for inteUe^ual enjoyment, 
5han ij^ dip tire(o;ne ipkmnity of fenten- 
tious dulnelS, But ftill the foft dew of 
i^9satwtsa^t%»(k not j^ diyine ini|uence 
?3 
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on the dwelling of Zaarmilla. My mind 
is tofled in the whirlwind of doubt, and 
bewildered in the labyrinth of conjefture : 
but let not Maandaara miftake the words 
of his friend i let him not imagine that 
my veneration for the Gods of my fathers 
can be Icffened by the words of a ftranger: 
or, that I am fo far mifled, as to conceive 
that the greateft portion of wildom be- 
ftowed by Brahma upon any nation in the 
world's circumference, can bear any com- 
parifon with that which has been given in 
the facred Vcdas. No. 1 boW with re- 
verence while I pronounce the name of 
the fecred volumes; ^and confefe that in 
Rigyajuhlamas' Harva the immortal trea- 
fures of true knowledge are depolitcd. 

# 
Biit in what text of the Veda^, Upa Ve- 
da, Vedanga, Purana, Dherma, or Dher- 
fana *, i^ it forbidden to contemplate the 

• The fix great Shafters, on which all knowkdg^j 
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operation of Maya throughout the fca-girt 
earth ? Why fhould I remain in doubt as 
to the truth of the accounts given me by 
the young Chiiftiani Why Ihould I not 
fatisfy my mind by a farther acquaintance 
Vfith his countrymen, by which alone I 
can difcover, whether his words have 
been didated by the ipirit of delufion, 
or emanated from the heart of integrity ? 

If his accounts are juft; if the book he 
has given me be indeed the Shatter pi the 
Chriftians, I can, in that cafe, have no 
doubt of its being the guide of their prac* 
tice, as well as the rule of their feith; 
nor help feeling an ardent defire for know- 
ing more of men, whole converfation mxift 
be fo foil of purity, and whofe lives arc 
devoted to good works ! 

divine and human, is fuppofed'to be comprchepded*. 
See Afia^c Re&arches, vol. i> artide i8. 

• ?4 
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What I have already learned &ofti the 
i^drtfiy Emtipean, whole death has caufed 
the arrow df affliAion to rankle in my 
bolbn^j fi) far fronfi hurting my mind, has 
ferved but to invigorate my virtue. It is 
by the breadi of Ganeia, that the flame of 
curidflcy has been kindled in. my }}o(om. 
And wherefore ihould I not indulge my- 
fclf in following diat path to knowledge, 
which the fpirit that enlighteneth my un- 
derftanding, impelleth me to puriijc ? If 
the fun of fcience, which rofc with radiant 
iplcndor on our eaftem hemifphere, now 
beams its fervid rays upon the regions of 
the weft) why fbould I be prevented from 
following its glorious courie ? 

Thou wilt, perhaps> tell me of what I 
owe to my Caft, my country, and my 
people. As to the firft, thou knoweft, 
that the acquirement of knowledgtirisnot 
a duty confined to the race, which Ipn^ 
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from the mouth tof Bmhma ; .and thoiigk 
it is neceflary that every. Hindoo flioukl 
keep himfeif free frocti contamination, yet 
inany holy men have found it poffibk to 
do fo, in the ftrifteft fcnfe, even while they 
made their abode in the dwellings of Ma-- 
hommadans, and Chriftians. No opportu- 
nity could oiler more favourable than the 
preient, for quitting my country, without 
'prejudice to nty own incercft or that of 
my people. The peace which has been 
happily reftored to us, is enftjred by the 
faith of our deliveiers: and, moreover, 
the wifiJom, generofity, and clemency, 
which adorn the chanufber of^ Fyzoola 
Khan *, give the beft pledge for the fccu- 
lity of our pofTeffions, 

I have, therefore, no obftac}e to fur^ 
mount b the accomplilhment of my wiflies 
but one. It is the dilpofal of Zamareanda* 

S Scetlu»RoUaaI£flozX« 
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Could I leave her in the poflcffion of my 
liiend> my miod would be at reft. And 
who fo worthy to be the wife of Maan- 
daaca as the fifter of Zaarmilla ? She is 
yet in the tendernels of youth, but is ac- 
complifticd in all that our laws permit 
women to leam. Her mind is pure as 
the lilly, that bends its filvcr head over the 
tranfparent ftream. Modefty is cnflirincd 
in her cheeks, and beauty f} arkles through 
the<leep fringe which encircles her ground- 
kifling eyes. The blood of a thoufand 
Rajahs flows through lier veins, and her 
Ayammi Shadee* fhall be worthy of the 
love of Jier brother. If thb propofel fcem- 
eth good in thine eyes, I will meet thee at 
Ferrocbabad, in the .middle of the moftth 
Phogounf, and there thou flialt receive 

^ Ayammi Sh^ee is the prefent mad^ to a young 
woman by l?er relations, during thiC period of he? 
betrothment, and which is, ever after, confidered as 
her own property. Sec the Gentoo Laws. 

f Anfwering to part of our February and Ma^cL, 
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the^ virtuous maiden from the hands of 
thy friend. 

I expedt thy anfwcr with impatience* 
Farewell 
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LETTER m . 

the mofi faithful of Friendsj Kifticen Nccajp 
Miandaara; to the Powerful and en^ 
lightened Rajahy Seeta Juin ZaarmiUn* 

IrAISE he to Vceflinu! The long 
wtfhed-for letter from the friend of my 
youth, hath kindled the fire of confiifting' 
pafllons in the breaft of Maaivlaara* The 
afKirance of thy continued kindnefs, lights 
the fpark of joy; hut die intelligence of 
the infatuation that hath feized thy mindj, 
envelops my foul in the dark cloud of 
delpair. I perceive that thou art uader 
the influence of enchantment, and that 
that falfe ftranger hath ufed fome charm ta, 
deceive thy underftanding* What woujcj 
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the l^iiitT of thy ftthei^ vvihat; wotdd Ai 

i^^aracd Piindit^ CO iTtofe inftnuftioas w^ 

mre equaify indebtedf what ^vould they'{Ho>^ 

nouAce, rouU ^icy bear that ZaarmiUa 

^oughc it neceflxry lb fojourn among ir- 

lidels^ and impiaus eaters of bbod, in 

order to acquire kAow^fedge ? Can a race 

i^ho Sprung (rom <(&e duft that was Chakeii 

from the feet of Brahma, and who are oil 

that account beneath the meaneft Sooder^ 

ivho is honoured in being .pecnuttcd to 

toiich thy &ndftls^ a race who though Ida 

favage than dtst of the Mufiidfiiaiis witli 

regard to thofe that bear die human fiatDy 

exceed them in craelcy to all the odier 

animated inhabitants of the earth. Cart 

any of ^s rabetie capable of^ infthifting 

the dGfi:endant of a thoiifahd Rajahs i Im^ 

poffible. From the ant thou oiayeft learn 

Induftry. From ihe dog thou may^fk be 

in(lru6led in faidtfulnefs. The hoife may 

teach thee diMgence^ and the elephant in- 

ftn^Si: thee in ^p atience^ magpaaimicy^ and 



^nSdom ; but expeft not from Ei]ro{>ea]is 
to actam the knowledge of any virtue. 
How IhoUld they be learned that are but 
of yefterday? Their remoteft annals cx^ 
tend but to the trifling period of a few 
thoufend years* While enlightened, and 
inftruded irt myftery, we <Jan trace, the 
hiftory of revolving ages through the ama- 
zing period of the four Jogiies* 

I am not, how^jver, furprifed that you 
ihould be the dupe of their enchantments. 
I know how far the evil genii have afliftcd ^ 
man in that art : of their proficiency in k 
I had myfelf a very convincing ph>d£ 

When the Englifti Saib, to whom Rur- 
fha Bedwan was Mounflbi, abode at Agca, 
he took pleafure in aftonifhing thofe who 
Went to vifit him5 with a difplay erf* his 
fiiagical (kill. Among feveral other tricks, 
hft made the whole company, confifting 
of more than twenty pcrlbns, lay hold of 
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each other's hands, and form a cirde, and 
then by turning the handle of a litde in*' 
ftrumcnt, compofcd only of metal and 
glajs, but which, I fupppfe, muft have 
contained the evil fptrits obedient to his 
command ; bcy all at once, caufed fuch a 
ienlation to pais through the arms of the 
company, as if a fudden ftroke had. broken 
the bone, which was not, however, oa 
eicaminadon, found to be in the leaft in- 
jured. Ajs all felt it precifcly at the, fame 
moment^ it was impoflibk that he could 
have touched each of us, and therefore Lc 
is evident that it could be nothing but 
m^gic that cduld produce lb extraordinary 
an effedt. At another time he fhut out 
the piercing light of day, which has always 
been unfavourable to fuch praftice^, and 
made us behold armies of men, and ele- 
phants, and horfes, pafs before us on the 
wall. When they dilappeared, they were 
fucceeded by a raging fea, vomiting fire, 
and foaming with all the appearance of a 
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btmendous ftorm* Ships jrotfed upon lik 
bolbm of the di^ep s tnd men who appeau*** 
kd wild widi dUbelsj and panting in the 
kgmy of terror^ were exerting themielves 
to Ikve their lives, aiyl preierve their fhips 
from the pointed rocks which environed 
them. This fight of horror drew tears 
from our eyes i and we burft into excia- 
madons of forrow. When lo ! in a mo- 
-mentj the fun being admitted into the 
apartmentj the fcene vaniihcdj and wc 
iaw nothing but the hangings which fbr« 
merly adorned the wall4 

Would the foil erf" Coaflihind forfake tlie 
land of his fathers, and wander to region$ 
"whidi die glorious luminary of heaven 
fcarcely deigns to irradiate with his golden 
■beams, to learn tricks like thefe ? Surely 
there are jug^ers enough in Hindoftan 
who would, for a fmaH reward, inftruft 
•him in rfic myfteries of the magic art j and 
as the devils diey employ are of our own 



t-«5 1 
c^cfiintty^ they mufl: be of a kfi pecmcious 
nature than tho&. of ftraagersr^ : . 



So faf from being guided by vnHomi 
the laws by which thefe 'people are govern- 
ed, are abominable and abfuixl : which I 
fliall demonftrate to you, by the following 
fafts, of which I was myfelf an eye wit* 
nels, during my fhort abode at their camp. 
Like you, 1 had fufFercd my inind to be 
prejudiced' in favour of a people whofe 
condut?t had been fo fevourable to' our na- 
tion. The order and regularity which 
prevailed among thferri, imprefled me at 
fitft- with -the highefli idea of their virtue 
,and wifdom. I had as yet feen no appear- 
ance of any religious ceremony among* 
them, when, ort the third day after my 
arrival, my atti^ntion'was attrafted by^ 
proceflion, which I immediately, fuppofed 
to be. in honour of their Dewtah. Curi- 
oils to behold 'the-hature of their ceremo- 
'nies upon thisoc-cafiori, I followed the'pra- 

VOL. I. F 
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orfBoo^ afiiwfaicfa port c^thc camp affifted* 
When lo ! taSqjr ^qual fiiiprife and hor- 
ror> I beheld ^one poor Ibldier ftripped, 
tied »Pj 9fkd ^moft lacerated to death; 
a tboufitod lafhes being it^iiSbtd upon his 
lialced Qioidders. That one o( their priefts 
Ihould hfve pndprjgoi;ie all this in voluntary 
peiiancej would not have forpril^d me. 
yV^ every day fee inftancps gf greater fuf- 
ferings th^ this^ inflided by pur Fakeers 
Upon their P)vn bodies. But I could not 
forbear ^oniihmcnt, whp informed^ that 
(his cruel ceremony was pefforxxijed as a 
punii^tnent upon a ibldier^ for the trifling 
crime of purloining a few rupees from 
opfi of h;s pffi^Gcrs. Dpubt^efs, thought I, 
the niorals of the peppje. mufl: be very 
pure, in whofe eyes fo finall an offence 
can feem worthy of fo grpat a punifh- 
ment« 

While I yet ruminated upon the 
fcene which I had wime^, I wjis calkd 
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to the tent of an officer^ who had, 
ever Jince my arrival at the camp, treated 
me with great" kindnels. I had not long 
convericd 'with him (for he %QJce very 
good Mhbrs) wheh jfeveral of his brother 
officers came to vifit him. They eon- 
verfed in their own language, and ap- 
peared, from the frequent buifts of lau^- 
ter which efcaped them, to h^^e entered 
upon a very ^ea/^t topic, I was unwill- 
ing to lofe the knowledge cf a diicourft, 
which ieemed to produce fo much mirth ; 
and applied to my interpreter for informa- 
tion. He told me the fubjefi: of their mer- 
riment, was the dijhomur of one of their 
own counttymen, a Chief of rank and 
eminence,' whofe wife had fiifFered the 
tor(eh of her virtue to be extinguifhed, by 
the vile breath of a feducer. How great, 
cried I, mull be the torture awaiting the 
wretch who could be guilty of fo great a 
crime ? If the poor pilferer of a few rupees 
was doomed to fufier £> fcvcrely^ what 
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touft the man undergo, who could baielj 
cpnuminace the bed of his friendj rob him 
of his honour, and deftroy his peace ? tf 
the weight of the punifhment kjeeps pace 
with the gradation in atrocity, ima^ation 

.can hardly p^nt to itfelf any thing fo dread- 
ful as the fufferings to which this wretch 
muft be condemned. This obfcrvation, 
repeated by my Mounlhi, redoubled the 
mirth of the company j and I heard, with 

,aftoniIhment, that the dilhonour of one 
of thefe illuftrious Europeans was to be com- 
penlated, not by the puniftiment of; the 

^ggreffor, not by the facrifice of his life 

^and the degradation of his. family, but by 
a fum of money J Can virtue fubfift among 
a people, who fct a greater value upon a 
few. pieces of filvcr, than, upon their ho- 
nour? 

-^ . This circumftance did hot fail to deftroy^ 

the impreffion I had received in favour of 

-thefe people.: But 1 Ihould, perhaps^ have 



I 
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remained iame longer time imong them,* 
had I not beheld a deed fo horrible, as 
filled my Ibul with indignation and difguft. 
Yes, my milguided friend, I iaw thefe 
heroes, whom you falfely imagine fo pure*, 
ib harmlels, fo full of piety and benevo- 
lence, I faw them — my heart fhudders, 
and my hand trembles while I relate it, 
I faw them devour, with looks that be- 
tokened the mofl: lavage fatisfaftion, the 
facfcd ofKpring of a Ipotted cow. Yes^ 
Zaarmilla, this unhappy calfi for whom a 
thoufand holy Fakeers would have rifked 
their lives, was flain at the command of 
thefe inhuman Europeans, and devoured 
by them, without one pang of remorfe. 

Does not nature itfelf revolt at fiich an 
aftion?"And, had any fpark of religious 
knowledge enlightened their minds, would 
they not have perceived, that the calf they 
flew, was,, if not fo learned, at Icaft tiaore 
pious and more uncontaminated by die 
r3 
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cornipdon of impure ideas, than them- 
fclves. Tell me no more of the virtue of 
fuch men. And no more, I conjure thee, 
think of incurring the wrath of Mahadeo, 
by diftonouring thy Caft, land forfeiting 
its fiibUme privileges, at the inftigation 
of a curiofity, which has doubtlels been 
kindled in thy mind, by the powerful charms 
of magical incantations. Thefc Ipells 
would probably have failed in their ef- 
fe(5f, hadft thou not incurred the difjplea- 
fure of the Dcwtah^ by ncgledting to per- 
form the diity to which eveiy Hindoo is 
bound; that iridifpenfible duty of niar- 
fiage. Four years have felapfed liiicc, ih 
obedience to the command cif my fitficry 
I married the daughter of the reverend 
Gopad. She was iU-favoured; and 6T a 
bad temper: fo that, being di%uft^d with 
her peevifhnefsi and ftill more ^irfi the 
plainnefe of her countenance, (for in ^ 
beautiful \troman many errors iiiay be for- 
gitcn) I parted mth her fome months 
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fincc, and prcfenting her with her ayammi 
fifodcBi fent her back to thi houfe of her 
fether. I will, therefore, with great plea- 
fore accept oT your fitter for my ^\k. 
With this intention, I fomc time ago en- 
quired after her difpofition, and hfeard 
th^t ihe was beautiful, and good temper-* 
^d ; \^hich i^ the utmoft perfection in wo- 
men. To ^hat furpofe fhduld they hatd 
jfiidgment dr underftanding ? were they 
not fnad6 fubfcrvient to the >*iil of main \ 
If they are d6cile, and rdervcd, with 
taotig^ of judgment to teach thcrn td 
adbfn their |>erib/ii5> ind wear their jcw*U 
with pFOlpriety^ and never prefiidling td 
hiire i will di their ofwn> follow implicit!]^ 
the diftftfon of their hufbctnds, ftudyihg 
his temper, and accbmmbdStihg theni- 
felves to hU bumotii*, it te aB that can bd 
Wiffced fer. As tb ^ di^t ydtt (ky of ih« 
cultivation of thdir undfcrftatndlngs, I can 
cSily look lipion it, as the ratings cf- ai di^ 
teiiipe^ife^ iifiat^natioh. 

^4 
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Bad as my opinion U of thoie £ngli{h 
Chriftians, I cannot pofllbly imagine them 
to be fo abfurd as to teach learning to 
their women. Allowing it poflible (which 
I. alp very far from allowing) that thefe 
creatures, whofe fole delight is finery, 
who were born to amufe, to pkafc, and 
to continue the race of man, fhould be ca- 
pable of entering the (acred porch which 
leads to the temple of knowledge, what 
would be tlic confequence of their being 
^dmisUed to it ? would their fteps be fteady 
plough. to conduft them, through the la- 
byrinths of that awful 6ne ? No. Con- 
tenting themfelves with the fi^rft tinfcl'Or- 
iiament that caught their eyes, they would 
come out at the firft opening of vanity ; 
imd having made a depojSt of then: gende^ 
pels and humility, vfpuld clothe thijmfchres 
with the robes of arrogance, and reft 
d^uqtleis upon the hollow reed of felf-con-* 
celt. Such are the confcqucm:?§ th^f 
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i^eould rcfult, from the fooJifli attempt, of 
teaching women more than nature defiga^ 
cd them to know. 

Let Zaarmilla, therefore, hearken to 
the voice of reafon^; and, at the iamc 
time that he gives his fifter to be the wife 
of. his friend, let him accept for his ipoufe 
the fitter of Maandaanu Without being 
ftri6Uy beautiful, her countenance is plea- 
ling : a mole of extreme beai/ty is feated 
on her cheek: and her eyes iparkle like 
the gems of Gokonda. She has been 
taught humihty and obe^ence, and ha$ 
never converted with any tmn, except ht( 
father and her brother. I know fo well 
the tendemefs and extreme lenity of thy 
diipofition, that it is neceflary to caution 
thee againft extreme indulgence^ and to 
put thee in nund of the words of the £icred 
Shaflra *y which iayeth, ' that a man both 

f S^ Halhed's Tianilation of tlie Gentoo Laws. 
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ihj and night tnuft fcccp his wife fo much 
in fobjeftion, that fhc by no irteans be 
miffa-eis of her own adions. V fhe hsLvi 
her own free will, notwithftanding her ha- 
Ting Sprung froni a fiipcriof Cafl, Ihe ^dU 
nevcrthckls aft anfiiis/ 

If fiiou art incfined to diiiTii& the f|)i^ 
of delufi6n, and liften to th6 voice of thy 
frfchd, I will meet thee> riot at Fcrfock- 
absbd^ but at Rampore; as^ throngh the 
inffereft of certam friends, I have iomc hopes 
^ven ine th^t Fyiobia ^hin may look 
«^ §Ht with the eye df kiddricfsi ind pro- 
fcaferjr ttAiirc ifle to the p6ffeffion of my 
fetlvers. 1 hrfvc juft deceived i/itelligence 
fefthfeaf rival of Shecrniaal fftor Ei^nd i 
Hrh^tiii^r he was induced tor accorhpaiy 
<He great man tbfwhofe ferviees he had 
km the afOftance (sf hf^ ^llhies i and from 
Ifffti I ttiak6 ho dotibt of receiving fnch 
iaformatipn relpefting the country he has 
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leen^ as wlU fatisfy thy tnindy and reftore 
thee to the right ufe of thy imderfland'* 
ing. 

What can I fay more ? 
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L JITTER m. 

From the Same to the Same* 

JL HE powerful influence of the Gvitte- 
rie *, which I have employed fotac expert^ 
and holy Fakeers to ufe, in order to diA 
poffcfs thy mind from the influence of the 
ma^c of the Chriftians, will, I hope, be 
aided in their operation by the following 
account of the obfcrvations of Sheermaal, 
during his abode in England. 

I^ then, Zaarmilla has any value for 
the peace of Maandaara, he will inftantly 
quit the wild and fantaftic projeft of fcek- 

* A Gentoo incantation. 
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ing for truth in the regions of darkneis ; 
and remaining in the land of his &diers» 
receive the gifts of happineis into the bo- 
fom of content. 



Let thine ears now liften to the words ^ 
of Sheermaali and from his experience 
be thou contented to receive the fruits of 
wifdom. • 
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LETTER IV. 

JL HE letter of the noble and illuftrious 
Rajah, I have read with the mod profound 
re^a ; and at thy rcqueft fliall haftcn to 
remove from his eyes the film of prejudice, 
and to convince him that the opinions be 
has conceived, concerning the Chriftians 
of England, are altogether felfe and erro- 
neous. I do not wonder, that the enlight- 
ened mind of the noble Rajah, fhould have 
conceived a prediliftion in favour of a 
people, who feem deftined to make fo con- 
ipicix>us a figure in the annals of Afia. 
As a race of brave and daring mortals, 
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cfapfen by Vc/ilhnu to curb Ac fuiy of 
deftrudive tyxaan^^ to blunt dae firord of 
the dcftrojr^r, and break die ^ing &c- 
ce/s of d(t oppne&d, I» and evjery Hia- 
doo, nuA unite widi him in pronouncing 
their jeijilo^um : but as to the pnncipks 
which aduate dieir conduS:, their religion^ 
dieir laws, and their manners, the mind 
of the noble Ray$ih Has been immerled in 
error. 

The learned Pundit, vbofe &me has 
exfcnded from the walls of Lucknoo to 
the banks of Barampooter ♦, had fuffici- 
cndy ojpened my underftandin^. It be- 
came eyidcnt;, that whatever w^ in ^xff 
degree pijcceUkat or admirable, throu^* 
out the Bobor Logue f , was an emana- 
tion from the fhadow of wifdom, a ray of 

♦ The Tranflat»r muft acknowledge, that the 
hme of this learned Pundit has lidt reache^o far as 
to acquaint her with his name. 
t Habitable wodd« 
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V^t obKqucly darring from the iacred v6^ 
lume which ifiiied irom the chambers of 
the deep ♦. To afcettain the certainty of 
this.truth^ I determined to viHt the re- 
moceft comer of the habitable world, 
and in the bofom of experience I have 
found the expefted conviftion f * 

Let not- die noble Rajah be deceived. 
Let him not v^nly imagine the Chriftians 
to be in poflcffion of fuch an invaluable 
treafiire.as the Shafter he defcribcs ; a 

• The Vcdas, or Hindoo Scriptores* (aid in their 
allegorical mythology to have been recovered from 
the Tea, by the God Veelhnii, in the form of a fi/h ; 
ivho, after flaying the giant Hayagriva, tore from his 
•belly the facred volulhes which he had profanely 
fwallowed, returned with them in biumph» and'pre- 
fented them to Brahma. A print of Veeflinu per- 
forihing this ceremony is given in the fecond vdume 
of Maurice's Indian Antiquities* 

f Thp meaning of the Bramin is rather obfcare; 
it is, however, fufficiently obvious to eftabliih his 
charader as ^fyftematic tra'vettir*^ 



r 81 J " 

Sha^ef protnulgadng :tbe ^libus iioptB 
of immomlkf i calculatgd to produce the 
univer&l reign of peace and juftke, die 
i^iciercife of die piireft benevoknoe^ and the 
moft perfed virtue. Let not the Raytk" 
think diat the knowkdge of fuch a book 
as this enfts among Cimftians. if it 
did, is it poflibk, diat in die ten years 
in which I have intimancly converfed widi 
ChrifUans of al noiks and orders ; mHitary 
commanders, chiefs xnvefted with the pow^ 
ers of civil audiority, and men who made 
the ftudy of Isieiature dieir employment 
iind de]^^> is it poffible, I iky, that I 
ihould never once have heard of iiich a 
book ? Let the noUe Rajah be the judge. 

That a book of ancient orig^, vul« 
garly called the bthki was once known to 
die Englilh, I have had certain infbrma'^ 
ttbn : but far jfrom containing dofbines 
of fuch a nature as the Rajah has announ^ 
ced, the firft proof of genius which a 

VOL. 1. o • 
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jmng man gives ca.the itrorld, upon his 
xBEaing from the. fchods,. is to fpeak of it 
smh a beooming degree of contempt* 
indeedf to extirpate from fociety all regard 
£»; the pernicious dQ<^rines it contains, 
has longbden the primary objefb of atten- 
tion, to. the enlightened philofophers of 
£urope. . How much the book is dc- 
teftcd by thcfe &ge philofophers, nay 
tafily .be inferred, when I dcclarci that 
of the many philofofdicrs I have met with, 
9irho had taoEt vehemendy ipoken and 
vi^ritcen againft it, not one had Contami- 
baKd.himfclf by dcignii^ to /examine its 
f;ontents, On^ Jof thefc gi^eat mei:^ g pro- 
found writer of hiflprji ha9.;gryeo to the 
world a work more voluminous than the 
Mahabbarat, more brilliant than the odes of 
Sfncha, undertaken, and accompliflied, as 
J. .was well aJpTured, , with the /bcnevoknc 
pyrpofe of cqnvincing his countrymen of 
fhe fupcriority of .the. Mahommedan to 
Uia- Chriftian faith. Whether thde en- 
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lightened men will ever really liiccccd in 
their intention of eftabUlhing the religion 
of Mahomet in England, is, however, in 
tny opinion, ^rather doiibtfuL 

However alluring the dodtrinc of po- 
lygamy, and the view or the Mahonimc- 
dan Paradife may be to men of t^e and 
fendment, there are fom^ obftacles which> 
1 apprehend, vvould, in the opinion of the 
people, be infufmount^ble. The chief of 
thefc I take to be the prohibidpn of wine, 
the ftridt fkft of Ramozin, and, above all, 
the injunctions * concerning the treatment 
of (laves, which are fb mild and gene- 
rous, that the Chriftians. of England, who 
-are concerned in the traffic of their fel- 
low-creatures (and who form, a laiige and 
refpeftablc part of the community) would 
never be brought to fubmit to its authority. 

* See Site's Koran,, and Hamilton's tnoilation of 
the Hedeya. 
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From thfc ddufivc opinion entertained 
in the fublime mind of the kajahj of the 
religion of the ChrifHans, he wHl, no 
doubtj be inclined to imagine, that their 
philanthropy embraces the wide cirdc of 
the human race. How far the rule of 
* doing to others, as they would be done 
by, in the like cafe,' aduates the Chrif- 
tians of England, may be learned from 
the following hiftory of my voyage. 

. As I attended the bmSf of a great triMj 
I had the advantage of being accotrimoda- 
ted on board one of their ffaips of war, » 
huge ediRcCy vwhoie iSdes were ckithed 
widi thunder. This mighty fabric con- 
tained aear.feven hundred people, go^ 
vcmed by a few Chiefs, whofe commands 
were obeyed with the quickneis of the 
Jightning's g^ce, and the frown of whole 
diipleafure was followed by the feverftj of 
punifluneat. We had ssside two thirds 
of olir voyage to the coaft of Britain> when 
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a (hip appeare4 at a dlfbince, which -ouf 
ikilful mariners foon perceived to be in 
^diftreis. I had fo often whncffed what I 
thought to be the exerciie of cruelty during 
my abode in this fea-borne fortrefs, that I 
did not txpcSt the diftrefies of people^ 
whom they had never ieen^ would excite 
much of their compaflion. }n this> how- 
ever, I was miftaken. To my aftomlh*- 
rnentj eveiy effort was inftantly made pp 
afford rcJief to theie flrangers i and I be- 
held the toil-ftrengthened nerves of theii^ 
lions of the ocean, ftrained b^ th? mof^ 
vigorous exertions, to iave th^ almoft fink^ 
ing vcflel. At length, Ac obj^ of their 
labours was eficAed; and they^ who ha4 
been fo zealous to &vf^ qqw appepu^d per« 
Ibftly indi&rent to th^ cxpiT^iSoi^ ofgrn^ 
titude and admiration which were po^req) 
put by the people, whom tbey b^ 9> g«lr 
iandy delivered from the ja^m of d^fls^^*- 
tion. Our carpenter was foiplpyed CP n^ 
p^ dtt tvcadxi^ in th^ wkH3m» rtffcL 
' ^3 
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And, as the weather was now calm, curi- 
ofity led the principal people of our com- 
pany to vifit the fhip of the ftriangers. I 
was among the number. But Oh ! that I 
could obliterate from my mind the me- 
mory of a fcene, the horrors of which no 
pen can defcribe, no tongue can utter, no 
imagination conceive. It was an Eng- 
iilh vcffel, which ha'd been on a voyage 
to the cpaft of Africa, from whence it was 
now proceeding to the Britifli fettlements 
In the Weft Indies, with a cargo, not of 
filver and gold, not of coftiy fpices and 
rich perfumes, but of feme hundreds of the 
moil wretched of the human race; a cargo 
of flaves. Thefc miferable -beings, were 
here huddled together in the fqualid cells 
of a- moving* dungeon. Their uncouth 
fcireams, their difmal groans, their counte- 
nances, on which were alternately depided 
the images of fury, terror, and de^air, the 
clankinig of their chains, and the favage 
looks of the white barbarians, who com- 
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mandcd them, exhibited iucK'a fcene, as 
mocks dcfcription. 

Surely, the magnanimous RajihwiD not' 
imagine, that the perpetrators of this cru-" 
city could be the profeffors of a religi<Ml 
of mercy. No. Had a ray <^ knowledge' 
enlightened their xinderftandings, through* 
the tawny hue of the unlettered favager 
they would have recogmiitd the emanatioa 
of the creating Spirit ; they would have 
perceived the kindred mind, which, in its 
progreflive courfe through the ftages of 
varied being, might one day inhabit the 
bodies of their own ofispring. For my 
part> when I contemplated the Icene before 
me, I anticipated, in ima^nation^t the few 
fwiftly rolling years, which might change 
the abode of the fouls . of thefc tyrant 
whites into- the frames of woc-deftined ne- 
groes ; , while the prefent vidims of their 
cruelty, would in their turns, become thf 
{pafters, aqd, feizing the fcorpion wUp of 
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cpprtSSon, retaliate their fmlent fujBering$ 
with all the bicterncis of reveoge. Biir> 
alas ! the divine doftrine of retribution is 
unknown to diefe Chriftians. No dread 
of after punifhment reftrains the remorfelels 
hand o£ cruelty. No apprehenfion of the. 
vengeance: of an offended Deity^ diverts 
them from the greedy puriuits of avarice^ 
pr (tifturbs the enjoyments <^ luxury. For 
let it not ftagger your ^ith b my vera- 
city, when I inform you, that all this agr 
gregat^ of human mifery is incurred, in or* 
der to procure a kixuripus xepail to the 
pampered af^etite^ of diofe voh:i|)taarics, 
and that the unhappy negnoes are tx>ra 
from thesr country, their fi^ds and Sum- 
lies, for no odicr purpdfe, but to cultivate 
the fugar-cane -, a work of which the baf 
Euro|)eafis^ar& then^^felves ina^able. 

When I mcndon the flaves of Chriftians> 
let not your imagination txacn to the bond£^ 
men of Afia^ as if dicir fituarions w^tc pa- 



piXk]. No. By the mild laws of our 
$hafter^ and even hy the lels benevolent; 
inftitutions of Mzh^mmtd, f]aves are con-t 
fidcred as people who, having bartered 
iheir liberty for prote£tion, are en^ided. to 
ihe ftrifteftjuftice, lenity, and indulgence. 
They are always treated with kindncfi, 
^nd.are moft frequently the friends and 
ponfidants of their maftcrs. But with thefe 
^h^te iavages, thefe mercilcfe Chriftians^ 
they ajne doomed to fulFer a0 that cruelty, 
inftigaced by avaricei gnd jntoiacaced by 
power, can inflift. Ah ! beloved Hindoo 
ftan ! happy country ! paradifc of regions ! 
the plant which in the tranf- Atlantic iilands 
is fattened with the blood of the wretched, 
with thee raises its blooming head, a vOn 
hmtary offering to thy pure and innocent 
pbildren. That lufcious cane^^ which the 
inhabitants of Europe purchafe by die 
ehormous mais of npiifery, is on the i^nks 
of the Ganga, the exclufive property of 
the laughing; Deity, the heart-piercing 
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Ctma; with it die ion of Mayo forms the 
bow, from wlddi Ws flowery (hafrs are 
thrown at the fons of men*: with it the 
blamelc& hermit approaches the altars of 
the rural Gods; and from it the fimple 
repafts of the favoured of Veeflmu receive 
their higheft relifh. 

But my obfervatioris on the religion of . 
the people of England, ftop not here. To 
obtain complete information upon this 
fobjeftj was the objeft I kept perpetually 
in my view. And I -hope It is known to 
the Rajah, that a Branun of my charafter 
is not cafily to be deceived. The cuftom 
of dedicating the fcventh day to afts of 
piety and devotion, is mentioned by the 
Rajah as an inftitution, admirably calculated 
for keeping up the Ipirit of a religion, 
which was intended for the purification of 
^e heart, and of which the duties of peni^ 

* See die Introdnftion^ 
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tence arid felf-examination formed cof^-^ 
tucnt pkrts. Alas ! how grdfely has his 
fimplicity been impofcd upon. It is in- 
deed obfervcd as a holiday by the lower 
Cafts, and fpent by fome of the induftri^' 
ous orders of mechanics in the innocent 
amufement of walking in the fields^ ac- 
companied by their Wives and children, 
Bythofe of lefe fotcr manners, it is em^- 
ployed in the indulgence of gluttony, and 
the moft depraved inteniperance. By tSc 
higher Cafts, it is altogether . unobferved, 
except as a -day particularly propitious to 
the purpofe of travelling. A feleft num- 
ber, from all the difFereht Cafts, occafion- 
ally amufe themfelves by attending,' for an 
hour or two, on the mornings of that day, 
at certain large buildings, called Churches 9 
a pradice which they douBtlefe continue 
in conformity to fome ancient cuftom, the 
origin of which is now forgotten, though 
the praftice continues to be partially ob- 
iemd, Curiofity once led me into one of 
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thefe churches, where a yoimg man dref- 
fid in ^Bri^te began the petformance of the 
^ ceremony. Had it not been for the care- 
kflhefs <^ht3 manner, I Ihould have been 
templed to brieve that ho was engaged in 
offering prayers to the Deity ; and fo &r 
as the extreme rapidity of his utterance 
would permit 0^ to judge^ fome things he 
isud £> plainly aUoded to a future ibfee of 
cxiftence, (hat Qne^ kfi truly informed 
than I wasj mjght have been fed into a 
belief that fome fiich notions had adlually 
been entertsuned among them. The cere- 
monies of this day were concluded by an 
elderly prieftj in a black robcj who read» 
in a languid and monotonous tonc^ fiom a 
fmall book, whif h he hcU in his hand, i^ 
4brt of exhortation ; the truths contained 
V) which, ieemed equally indifierent to 
himielf and to his audience. Nor did the 
£tde attention that was paid to hiis dif- 
courfe fccm to pve him any offence, or 
p^ im^l him to (peak ip a more cnergcn 
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tic manrtcl: ; though it probably hafteiied 
his concMtoa ; at which he h^ ho fbohcr 
iSLttivcd, than the countenances of his audi-^^ 
tors brightened^ and diey congratulated 
one another on their being emandpated 
from the fatigue of this tireibme cem^ 
mony. 

Had I never penetrated farther intd the 
charaflet df thefe Chriftlans, I fiiould hav« 
confiderad them as beings altogether incar^ 
pabh of a ierious and profi>und attentioH 
to the |)erfomlailce of any reli^ous dutyj 
but a deeper mveftigation convinced at 
of the contrary, and that in die peilbiiXH 
ance of fuch ceremonies as diey deemed 
^real in^Sakce^ thefe trifling people could 
evince a degreie of afliduity and perfeve-' 
ranee, that would have done honour to a 
Sanee aflfce*. 

* A reGgicms i^dof^. 

We asre now in poileffion of £> niaiijr acciirate 
engravhgs and mindie defcriptions of the extnordi- 
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• The rites to which I attude,^ may, in mf 
Opinion, eafily be traced to the facred in- 
ftitucions of the beloved of Brahma ; the na- 
tion which is the pure fountain of all hu- 
^Dian wifdom. 

To die intelligent mind of the noble 
Itajah, it is well known how our great 
toccftors, incomparable in wifdom, ordain- 
ed fiich myftical reprefentations of the fu- 
perior intcUigences ; as it is not lawful for 
«ny but themofl: holy and learneil of the 
Bramiiys to explore. The ihoft pious of 
tfce facred Gaft, after purifying themfelves 
fcom worldly thoughts by years of abfti- 
nence, Ipent in the filence of folenin groves/ 
^re, by much application j and Unwearied 
ftiidy^ enabled to perceive the true mean- 
nary fcuipture which decorates the temples of the 
.HiDdoos> that there .arc few readers to whom a de- 
tail of them would not be fuperfiubus. 
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' ing'V itefe rcprefematiohs he*rn in tht 
iSupendous rock, or carved in the lofty 
\9sJls of ancient edifices, which, to the 
eyes of die vulgar, ajppcar uncouth images 
of ftone. And it is doubtlefs from this 
wife example of our ancient Bramins, that 
the pricft« of all religions have learlicd the 
art of concealing the fimplicity of txuth> 
under the dark and impenetrable cloud of 
fymbollcal myftery, vrhidi none but they 
thcmfelves can fully explain. The knovt* 
ledge of the vulgar* is the death of zeaL 
But deep is the reverence of ignorance. 

It was not then, from the j^eopk en- 
gaged in the rites I mention*, that"! could 
cxpcA information concerning them : but 
I had a better inftruSor in the depth of my 
own fagacity, which loon taught me, that 
the obje<9: of their moft ferious devotion 
was ftriftly analogous to the lymbols, o£ 
our Dewtah, not indeed cut in the folid 
rock of gloomy caverns j not hewn on the 
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mniis of ficred teiii|Bte8 ; but, corm^ii^ 
dent 10 the trifltog genius of thefe % 
^pk, painfifid i^mi SoaaSi dips of fiiff' 
pf^per ! Neither is the manner in which 
diefe devotions are perfbimed exa&ly finn- 
lar to ours. It is not necefliuy that thofe 
devotees fkoiM perform die feven ablu- 
laofls; hetther do they rub their bodies 
widi earth i neither do they coyer their 
heads wkh tow-dung^ and> inftead of fo- 
kftm proflxatLon before thefe painted obje&s 
of chcir idolatrjr, they take them &miliar]y 
into, dieir iiands^ and to& them one after 
another upon a table covered with green 
doth ; turn ib(tm up and dtgmh fometimes 
£jazing,upon them widi momentary admi* 
ration, as they lie proftrafie on the mid- 
dk of the uWc j then again, feizing tiiera 
with holy ardour, they turn them haftily 
vpon their faces. And to this Poojah * of 
.idols, termed cards, do the major part 

A 

* Worihif . ... . 



K^ the people devote dieir time ; iacil* 
fidng every enjoyment o£ U&, as 'wcU as 
every domeftic doty to tbe pei&rmance of 
tius £ngubur devotion* 

It is &ad, that it is iilcuihbient 0ffy oh a 
'prc&i&d hennit mferlji to renounce fab 
paflloiiss and worlcfly fiuHuits^ but that it 
is iumcient for a domeftsc cbafafter to re^ 
r am from their abufe/ The zeal for the 
Vpojah^ of cards ini^rei a more exahed 
degree of jfelf^-deiaial: I have known it lead 
its ardent votaries to exdude the foul- 
ei^venii^ rayis- of t^e golden firn, in die 
fineft evenings of dieir ihort'-iived iiimmer i 
and^hiledienighdngple warbled its tale 
of love to the Uftening role^ and all the ^ 
beauties of nature gJbowed^aroundthenH I 
have behdd diem turn from the ten^ta^ 
tion with hertnc firmnefi^ and placing 
themfelves at the altars of their idols, re- 
main immoveably fixed in that devodon, 
which ab^bed die powers of their ibuL 

VOL. I. H ' 



' Litdeas 1 am inclined to' coincide ivlth 
the opinion o£ the Rajah) relative to the 
fuperiority of the females ^Europe in any 
other particular, I muft confefs, that in 
diein qnweatied siMuitf to the Poojah of 
cards, they evince a degree: of conftancy 
fcarcely: exceeded by a pious Yogee * in 
the aft of penance;. . • *: : 



* -'the langtior, foMfihle^ki the^coimre- 
hances of the people aflembled in the 
church, was never to be obferved dtfring 
iht performance -of- this- riiore tmpertant 
ceremony. Here, even the. very Prieft 
lol? tJic aparhy which had fb^i- f(>*ftrongly 

^ t*. *Aa-ordei« of reUgioos Jl^dUib, remarkable for 
tie rigOOOiw peiform^nc? ctf ^ penitential duties, 
deemed by th£ Hindoos fo eflendall^r tieceipuy to- 
ward the advancement of their h^ppineTs in a future 
fkte;.' The voluntary penances "undertaken by thele 
pioiis Ybgeesrare A'equentljr fo'fevefd as' to^ excite 
an et^ii^ degree ePaftoBiihii^iUani henor.- •• 
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■marked his countenance. The attenticm 
of bis fellow worfliippers was ho. longer 
a matter of indifierence tx) him. : Hi$ zeal 
was kindled into fervor^ and bibk^ forth 
into the feveritjr of reproach a^nft a fe- 
male who fat oppofite to hini> for exhibit- 
ing' fomc tmnfient mark of negligence in 
the performance of the dut^ in Which fhc 
was now engaged* 

- Univerlally as the Poojah of cards is 
eflablifhed throughout th^ countrjr> it has 
notj in the remoteft provinces, been able 
entirely to fup^rced^ another fpecies of 
idolatry^ which has dearly, ^and indi^uta- 
bly, been borrowed from the manners ,of 
their eaftern progenitors^ This is no o^her 
than the worfliip of ceriain birds, and 
quadrupeds^, which are held fo fecred by 
their worlhippers, tha,t the prcfervation of 
their lives occupies, I am well aflured^ 
many volumes of their laws, and has em- 
^ployed the chief ftudy of their fapient Le- 
H 2 ^ 
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p$litss% I ihoiM hnvmHhedta obimi 
nuch tiifiiniiatJoli upon, a^ iubgcft ib cun* 
0as; but aH that I.<;»uld team, was» thar 
the provincial Raj^s> devoted to the wor-* 
fhip of thc& animals, are moftly fpnmg 
ftom the firib Caft. (A certain proof of 
their Bnunkxical ori^) They de4>ife the 
vainpmfaitoffitcrature;:andcQnf€iws ci 
their native and mherent. fiq^riority, tiiey 
pique thcmfclvcs upon their ignorance of 
^ tliQtici^ces thai; aiie ii^. eftej^m. ^niong 
the kl^er oxd^^rs of n»e«u 

From/uch cxaked peffimag»m\iGhin-' 
formation was not to be looked for : but 
a- circumftance which occurred while I 
journeyed over the remote parts of the 
kingdom, tiircw fiifScient l%ht upon the 
fubjeft. 

In ono particular, however, the higher 
Cafts in. that country muft be acknow- 
lec^cd to difll^ widely from die race of 



Bnihma.-^Thcy ^m deficient in hoSpitSL- 
licy ! Never did I fee the doors of a great 
man open to receive the wearied travcUer; 
the milk of bis cdws flows not into the 
ftratiger's diflb. Nay> ib veiy nide and 
inho^taJ>k are the manncfrs of the peojik 
of high Cafl^ that Once upon a dmc* when, 
being overtaken l)y darknefs in a rainy 
evening, 1 attenfvpted to procure lodgings 
for my&lf and n\y attend4nt> at the hoiiA 
of one of theie priDvtnoia] Rajabfl^ Whidh 
was iituat^ hair the rOad> I was hot only 
denied i^dmittanee, hut reptxUbdwidi the 
}anguage*^ of contesti^^ afid ntccfStattd ic» 
contifiiie my rQute> in a 4uk and floraiy 
evening) *titt the fight tif a peaiuMt's hut 
cheered my kea^rt with the hiopc if fheken 
1 was AOt diTaj^^ated) for in diis country 
{he ipirit of ho^ality is oidy to kc found 
beaeath a itx^ of thatch, The decei* 
flaatronj who irtlidbited this lOwiy hut, re^ 
r^eived me Wfdi jool^ of cotdidl Welcome. 
Five blooming children furrounded the 



blazing 'firCj whofe cheerful light was re- 
X flcftcd from the bright utcnfils that zd6m^ 
ed the white wafhed wails. My firft ap- 
pearanee difmayed the little train^ but fome 
candied fwcetmeats, with which I prefent- 
cd tbemj quickly reconciled them to my 
comple»on. The genii, who delight to 
revel in the troubled air, howled around 
this humble -dweiUng, and pouring the 
daihtng torrent from the b]ack4>olbmed 
clouds of ni^t^ they heard with joy the 
thunder's roafj whHc nknbly following the 
lightning's fiafh, they exulted in &e min- 
gled tempcft. The pale hue of terror fat 
upon, the 'iT»tron*s cheek? Ihe liftened, 
^»ithitnxiety:and impatience, for the voices 
of her htift)and aftd her fon, who were not 
yet returned from the labours of the day: 
and while her oroi fears increafed with the 
tiorrors of the tempeft, Ihc employed her- 
•fetf in appeafing thofe of the infant group^ 
who - clung to her, demanding, with ac- 



cents of clamouroiis forrow, the return of 
their Bithcr and their brother. ^ 

When the ftotm a little ajbated of its 
vtolence, the little creatures ran by turrt's 
to the door, eagerly peeping mto the dark 
abyfs of night, in hopes of difcovering 
their approach. The aiixious mother add- 
ed fuel to the already Idiixing fires agaiii 
flid'fwept the unfilled hearth j and again 
adjufted the chairs, which had long been* 
placed for the" reception of the lupporteri 
of her hope! At length, the wfcll known 
fteps were heardj every heart fluttered 
wi^th joy, and every litifehaiid was ftretch- 
edout, eggier to receive die paternal and 
fraternal embrace. The old man and his 
fon were for fojne time -occupied in re- 
turning the careflfesc of their femily; which 
they did with the tcnderaefs of affcftion : 
and then tl^e venerable mailer of this hum- 
ble abode came forward, to welcome me 
tQ a Iharc of the comforts it afforded* He 

H4 
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had looked at me eameftly for ftipe I3mc> 
when, to my. utter aftoinflmient^ he ad- 
drefled me in my native language. The 
Mhon he i^ke was but indifieicut, but 
it WM in^lUg^btej and more clmrrmng (0 
sny ears than the mufic of the fe¥en genii. 

. Ia order to acoount for what tipfcmd 
to me fuch an eztraoixlinary phenomenoDi 
he told me that, in early fiie, he had bem 
tempted, by die God qf Jjxve, to 'win the 
tlSe^tioas of a damifel, whofc beauty imd 
touched the heart of the vilb«e Lord. 
The place of wile, k the.^sifaib^ihaient of 
this great mm, was ^Urcf^ ^cci^d hf 
the dftug^ter of a ne^bondtng B%ah 1 
but he had probaUy been conndmed by 
the philofophers, of the fsiopdety <^ the 
^em of Mahonmiet; and tiioi^ <diat 
the damfel, thou^ the dai^hter of a me- 
chanic, would be no iznworthy omamont 
fif his zenana. It is not to be wondeced 
at that he ihould be filted widi indignation 



at ^ psdbenption of tbe yeung pea&aci 
V/b0 tinted to intedefe with bis pk^ures, 
aod. fUiapfiQiiQt his fcbemes, by manyiiig 
the objeft of hi^ hopes. Ic is not prf]^3et 
ibat iaferiors.iboukl be permitted to defeat 
the iatendofis off their X^onds with impunity* 
This great -man was of the fame opinion; 
aod^ in the height of hi$ jcientmGQt ^g^ft 
Im fuccj^itfyl rivfdj he had him torn from 
tbe arms of his bride, and fent in n coai- 
pany of ibWieJ^s, who were all cctiefied 
in the ,&xa^ m-bitcaiy manner (probaUy 
as a puniihiB^iM: fox: the iame (brt of of« 
&nce) to the £^ Indiea. Here this ua* 
ibmieate martyr t^lJo^e (pent ekven years 
in iJie "krmt of ibe Company, ki tbe rank 
<f a petty cdiotr : 'when haYtng> by hii 
economiy^ &ved » fum fufficient hr tbe 
purpofes .of bumble competence, he dn 
tftsned leave. CO return to his naidve cowh 
try. As the gay pennant, thoqgh forced 
to obey the preffure of tbe changefiil breezy 
ffiU cilqgs to its bdoved faa&, and^ at th« 



leturn of Tvciy fhort-livcd aJm, ftuttcii 
• nxmd the objc6k to whidi it was in youth 
' united; fo die heart of this hcmeft pea&it, 
in all the ftonns of fortune, hovered round 
tiie cottage that contained his wife and 
child* At kngth, her obfcuic retirement 
was gladdened by his pre&nce. By the 
employment of her needle, (he had pro^ 
cured, during his ablfence, an honourable 
«id virtuous fubTiftcnce for herfelf and foa 
The litde fortune he had brought from 
India was loft by the villainy of the agent 
into whc^e hands he had entn;&ed it. But 
in the endearments, of mutual afie&ion, diis 
boneft couple had a fond of felicity, which 
Ae naalice of fortime could not deftmy. 
Both ihe good man and his fon found em^ 
])ioyflf)ent for their induftry in cutting down 
the trees of a neighbouring wood ; a work 
wJ^h had been committed to thar c^e, 
irnd amply recompenced their diligence. 
When they returned from their labour, the 
rficerful appearance of the well'OrcJfred &• 



ttulyat home, the Tmihiig welcome of thd 
little innocents, and theafFcftionate tender^ 
Jiefs of the worthy matron, prcfented to 
them a reward which went Grcher than 
the gifts of fortune have power to pene- 
trate ;— it reacheci the heart, ' * ^ 

The recital of thefe drcumllances was 
made to me during the moft cheerful re- 
paft that I ever faw Chriftians partake oC 
When it was endedj a^ceremdny ehfuedj 
which having never feen praftilcd at any 
other period, I have reafon to think fe^ 
culiar to tbenijehes. Upon a hint from the 
old fbldier, his eldeft daughter prefented. 
lum with a very large book, from which; 
with a clear and folemn voice, he read 
fome admirable inftfuftions and exhorta- 
tions. The fublime and comnianding en- 
ergy with which thefe precepts were ex- 
preflcd,' might lead to a conclulion, that 
this was a copy of the fame Shafter with 
which the' departed S»b Percy prefenteSj 
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de kamcd Rs^ : hat many obftades op- 
pofe tbemiclves to this iuppoficion. Could 
we believe that a book of fiich diftin- 
gttUbed oudiocity, unheard of among the 
learned^ and totally trnknourn among die 
luperior Cafts^ ihould yet be found £um- 
liar in the cottage of a peaiant ? It is too 
afafiird for the Shadow of probability to 
fc&upon. 

But to ixtwn to d)e religious ri^es of 
tbeie £mpte people i which^ as I have ob- 
ienred> diflfer ^ifentiaUy from att that had 
lafhtrts> come withn my obfervation : (ox 
tfiAead «f the Poojifa of cards, which at 
dttt hour would have been performed in 
the £u»ilics of the higher Cafts> when die 
eld man had (hut *die book^^he knelt dow% 
jhig wife and ^^looming iofimcs ibltorwing his 
^aampfe* The latter clawed d)eir iittk 
h(UiA% and beld then^ up to heaven, while 
he Itftod up his voice, calling ^pon the un- 
&en> omniicieni;, aod innnortal Prefi^i-verj 



to hyk lima, aad to accq^ fioxa ham 
of gratitude, die ofiexsig of pra^ aad 
tfaaiMilnd& I canjiot accomat fi>r x^ trac 
chene, was. ibxnediing- in. tibia vAbk tti» 
many which gneatlf zSoBxd my wMi^ 
and I could not belpi nUlc i Jifteaad. » 
die Gxxrphp hut ferytnt deyodoa of tSm 
vtrtuQuslabotiiviv ftdmg^for himcdi^giae 
of veneration, even&penco: cawbstr.I had 
expexienced for dte Priefi:» whofe zeaL had 
been fo conffksaom ac^tfae Focgik. cf 
tards. 

in die xtiorm%, fte fiune^ ritca wc!« 
again repeaeed; iker which, I took kare 
of dus innocent and hstppf fkaiUfi the old 
ihan infifting th^> as I had come Somxi 
miles out of my way, hb £>n Ikoidd a^ 
comply me to the village YihxK I had dt<« 
fc6ted my fcrvant and hprfe. tio meet mc 
The lad willmg^y obeyed the commands 
of his &ther, and we fet out together. 
He was ahandfcme youth, of about tw4XJh 



tfjesas o£ ag^ and ofi Icnfibfe and iV 
adiigenc countenance* .Taking a padi 
through a com fields it being now the 
latter end of bdrvtttf we met a young 
{leaiant, who carried a gun> which he fic'- 
quendy fired, to frighten the crows and 
other birds from the grain.. My compa- 
nion took die weapon of deftriiflion into 
ilia hand to examine it : and in that uu^ . 
Jnppy moment^^in which the Goddds of 
JMGicfaanre prelided, a group of partridges 
appeared before him : he involuntarily 
firuck the flint; the repoit refounded 
through the air^ and oh \ unfortunate de- 
Jixny, fevcn of thefe &cred birds were 
Jaid rolling m the dud. He had no time 
to confider of the fatal deed ; for^ in a 
iDoment> two men, whom the bufhes had 
.C9iv^e4l^d from our view, darted oh the 
giiiliy yputh, wrcfted the weapon of de- 
Jftru&ion from his trembling hand, and, 
with njany imprecations of vengc;ance, in?- 
.fitted upon his inmiediatety amending them 



before.the aiNiful tribunal of aflemfajedMi^ 
giftrates, who were now exei^cifing ibe (a* 
•cred fuhiSuohs oif: their office in.theoeigh* 
Jx>uring village. It was then I learned the 
.real magnitude of my friend's ofienoe* 
For I was then i&fbrmed, that fx> pudcrve 
^hefe &cred t^rds from being injured by 
the unhallowed^ hands of any .of the lower 
'£aft, the ievei^fl: laws, were promu^ated^ 
.and ast the Zimeendars in the office of th^ 
juagiftricy, before whom* thefe ofiences 
^ere tried, .were aU of them worihippea 
of the rural De^ytahj they never iuficred 
the Hem ientenca of juftice to be (q&cmA 
sk the fuggeftion of mercy. 

A it is not good to forfakc a friMd 
in his adverfity, we entered the temple 
of juftice together* In tihis awfid tri- 
bunal^ ieated in two large dbairs, we found 
the of&nded Magiftrates. The fv^ of 
thcfe judgcs^ fecmcd fiilly cpnicious of hts 
dignity ; which was .indeed very great i 



ttsmogm iSmW due td^ offices of FiMi 
Zimmnisxiy sod Ma^Sttwrn of the plactTi 
The other w» a Pisoditr leamtsd irr tte 
kiir i Gal2i0d> iiT the knguage of du& pnot 
|^». an attjomejr. No Ibo&er did t&e \i4€^ 
ikAs: of' my fisiendfs gwkf dted^ prefent 
ibe udti^pf cdpdt before dsem, i»^ 
dadiigp at. the fiaie dme tli^ mwdered 
:Utds» and; the defifniSftve €ii^giti& of their 
idiffiUawcm^ tba& th« {fiomtttr of iixfigna*^ 
^ioti :a(ofe» eke caufe m^i^ych theywcsie 
cbeii. ftieamg evideiic& \9as in&susaiy d^ 
miflSbd^ ^^ wav indsed^ oaly eoncerning 
:s. nssiiuwhoiwa& &id ta ha^e bcoosn bb 
wife almoft to deacb: a cidflliig^crinie^ m 
the eyes. of thefe Magiftrates, when com- 
pared to the-mwder of ieven partridgA ! 

The foa of the fddier attempted to 
l^peak in his o^^ defence, but waa pre«- 
-iflented by the firft judge, whb declared 
4ksLt the proof was fufficieik {or his con- 
demo^dori, andcbat he never would hear 
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My ffung iii fayout 6f a >5ACii£R: (a 

hank. given by this ie^ (o the enemies ef 

ihcir idolatry.) From the tone of wrath 

^Wibwhidi lie pronounced :theie word^ I 

fiw tl^Bt the youi^ mm's fitte wi& dctcr-^' 

inincd i asid whed, after fotne cohfultadoii 

hetwein diemielves, die younger judge 

arofe to pronounce his fcntence, I czpp&« 

edji-wdi forroirf, to hayc heard Aejrrevo-f 

tabte: maind&e of immediate death i and 

kxfoifi^ hp^ ^vindiftive the. pricfts of ^ 

ieiigiQns ufually aire tbwajrd thoie wKo.hayc 

trcaasedwith contempt the objefts cjf their 

%3a}(lhidus .vetieritiQn> I fbould have been 

wiell pkaled to fadvecbq^uhdtd for^his 

fiinplet tdeath,. unattciKlcd by ihp tonvresi 

lyhich IfeAred nnght.bj^ inflicted on himj 

for a crime which, I plainly few> was 

th^pug^t of by his.ju<^$ with : bfttriws 

Judge then wirix what a nrixtiire ojf aftp- 

iufhmd(it and delist, lixea^d the mi]4 and 

merciful fcntence uttered bjr the Pundit, 

wluch ^xttioonccd ho other fcnftiice of pu- 

vou I. I 



oiihmen^ but th^t of paying a ikn of 
laoQcy ! 

How univerfal is the fin erf" ir^atitudc I 
When I expected to behold this ypuog 
mao embracing the feet of hh merct^ 
judges with grateful: rapture>. I heard him, 
with aitomfl>ment» venture to expolhilate 
wddi his benefaSors iqxm his utter ina1;n-' 
fity to pay fb great a. fine. He meatioiKd 
the fitifiadon of his^ parents; &id ^f6t^ 
pended upon hb. labour &>t fupport; and 
thaty fhoi^ his judges perfevere. in inflfiS:-* 
kg the payment of {6 hxgp . a TunL upon 
)ikn> it maft dbprive them of his affiff^ 
tute i or^.-by- robbing: them, crf^ the. iitdA 
femgs 'of- dieir -i^iduftryy reduce their 
yoUnjgones to pqidly, and cairfe:them ix> 
€^t ^ breiui of bittqmeis in their old age; 
>Xcft pity for insjf^jaged parents induce you 
to- foften. the iigcsur of my fenicmcei' sribd 
the ungrateful ^Quth> .^ and> though a thou-i 
SaH parttidgee welt to iterc vp befi>re me^ 



I fwSar 1 fhail never injure out featR&r of 
their wings.* Alas f his cloqucncfe Wa4 
loil. The judges reihftined inexdfiatd^ i 
tin ^t length, being toudiddwith the {oi^ 
f6w of the young mart, I refolVed'to-idi . 
drefe them in (he Beft Englifii;! ivaa-riidler 
of, ^MMy iiprighti and irierfflfiH jsa^/ 
cried i, *beMete lidt that I -/p6ak- to*«i* 
ciufe the <5rif!ie" 6f Whieli tins Jretthg th'^ti 
Jiasbeen guilty. No. I hayif fetet'beeft 
t^tight to pay reipeft to the Dewt^ of 
^ttcVdr Jccnintry .1 was- tn. - Wift* tWi 
PerjSc Magi I h^ve bent iri fofcttih adora- 
tion of the iblat btb y WWle, 'wfidl^ crthef 
ccimHy en%htened nations of the eaft, I 
haVe dembnftiiatcd iny rcfpcd: for the cn>-< 
cddile, the jackal], and the monkey. Sincd 
fate has brought me into this renowned 
kkig4oti^ I'have^ iii ditt great capitiii> at- 
tended,, with dui: foiietnmty, the Pcx>j^ of 
i^ards^ : ahd now, that I 3m made acquairit^ 
cd with the refigion id the Rajahs of thi 
provinces, I judge of your feelings, moft 

12 
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vtoaahk Mag^fttates^ upon the prefcnt oc^ 
cafion^ by what my own would have been) 
had any bafe-bom ^ooder dared to lift 
b4s BOOfMoos hauds ^igaunft one of the iacitd 
cows ,who range the flowery meads of 
Bunrampoptcr* But fince, in die overflow- 
ing 5»f yoiff clemency^ you have condc- 
icendcd to limit the deferved punifliment 
ofdusaudacioasyoudi to the payment of 
a fine^ I hope you will extend the fliadow 
of your gpodnels fo &r, as to accept the 
xaoa^ fcom a flnuiger/ They flared at 
one anodier, alloniflied,. no doubt> at the 
boklne& of my fpeech ^ but, nevertheleis, 
were fo kind as gracioufly to accept of the 
gold I ofl^ered them> suid to fiifier my com* 
panion to depart with me in peace. 

After ^ving him lame good advidc a« 
gainft meddling, in future, widi the Dcw^* 
tah of the country, and pre|enting.him with 
ibme pieces of gold far his fiauiy, I dif« 
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miffed him, and prqoccdcd on mf jour** 

In the courfe of this tour, I had the 
icourage to penetrate into the nprtbcnf rcr 
gions of this united kingdom of Britain^ 
where mountains, more ftupendous than 
thole of Upper T.artary, heave. their bare 
brown backs to the mercilcfs arrows of 
the keen-edged wind: where; the bri^- 
faced luminary . of heaven is wrapt in the 
eternal veil of clouds ^hd ftorifi? ; but where, 
in the uncidtivated bofom of hcath-co* 
yered de&rts, refides a peop|p> whofe ori* 
gin is more ancient than the rocks, who&> 
glooiinjr fiwiquts oy^rhaiig their dwellings. 

It was with a view of gsdning ibme ink 
fbrmadon in regard to the chronology oT 
this aricie^it nation, that I wi^anduikd to 
vifit It, 1 h^: beard th^ ti^nv^ffbd 
Calls into which thefe, as well as other na- 
4ons4 had bgcn divided at their creation, ' 
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mrm h<M prciervtd in. their oilgtml pv^« 
rity and perfc£tion. For this is another 
particular^ in which the Rajah of Almo- 
rah has been groiUy deceived, or mifin- 
Ibrmed. Inftead of being aU of one Caft^ 
as he imagines, die people throughout 
Great Britain are divided into fbree Cafb, 
all ieparatey and dUHnft from each other ; 
«nd ^nlnch are commonly known, by the 
Several :qppeBa^ons of pffOPLis of fam^lv^ 

9>£OPLE OF NP FAMILY, and P£OPLS OF 

^TTLB, or fkfliioA. The firft two ane oC 
fnuch more ancient ori^ than the other 
Caili wfaichyUideed^s^pearBtohavefpruag^ ^ 
fiom ao uimati^al mixture of the others^ 
lii^e the tribes of* Buhran Sunken, i& 
Hindoftan. But what is extraordinary, 
aad::eistsrefy pecpfiar to the Caft of people 
'^Jif.^9 is, that admifflon may be obtsiined 
4iy . dxifeiiwho were not born in it, nay, 
India havcfi^ning &otn dhe loweft of tfa^ 

f See Gena» Lvm, page 4^ 
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tribe, called people or no family ;^aiid 
thcfe pcopk, thus admitted, I have ever 
obfenred td be moft tenacious of Ae ri^ts 
and privileges of their new Caft, treat- 
ing thofe who ftitt remain in that, which 
they ^ have left, with the utmofl: con- 
tempt, breaking off all connexion with 
them, and frequently denying (particularly 
in the prefencc of other feople offajhitm) 
that Acy ever had any acquaintance with 
them: an aflevcration always made widi 
peculiar warmth, when thefe newly made 
■people <iffaflnm are known to be under any 
pardcular obligatiohs to the people of ko 
f AMiLV. The mode of initiation into this 
Caft, I foppofc to be made by the ceremo- 
nies of ablution: and certain ftreams^ 
and fprjings> of myftenous efficacy, arc to 
be found in various parts oFthe kingdom ; 
where I have reafon to think the ceremo- 
jues of initiation are ufuaHy performed. A 
refort to thefe firings, called watering- 
places, at ccFtain ieafons of the year, be« 
14 



ing prefcribcd to people offiykl and all dwi 
candidates for that Caft> 4s an indilpcnQ- 
blc duly. 

Among thefe candidates^ the m6il certain 
tnc(hod of procuring fuccefs, is an afiidi^ 
ous devotion to the Poojah of cards/, libe- 
ral offerings of gold, at the altars ofthe^ 
little pwited idols, having frequendy pro- 
cured the honours of inidation, to the moft 
low-born, low-bfed, and illiterate perfona- 
ges in the community. The flood of 
weakhj which the golden ftream of Qotn- 
.merce has diflfufed over* the kingdom of 
'England, has gready - contributed (o the 
cxalation of this upftart tribe ; but in the 
northern kingdom, which is now blended 
,widi it (as Ba.hap is vdih Oriffe) the bar- 
rier between people of family and people of 
no family^ has been too -ftrong for the tide 
^i wealth to break, too powerful for the 
, teeth of time to deftroy. I was extremely 
amdous tq gain an infight into the chrono* 



jb^cal annals of this moil ancient natfoq. 
but could obtaii^ nonp that ws^ anywife la- 
tisfadtoiy. By ^ ftrange pujftom, the culti- 
vation of letters is confined to the people ^ 
no family \ yrhq are at x^o p^jins to trace the 
prigin of the firft Caft, bcyoqd that of 
fheir own; but by my own obfervation, 
ponfirnif d by the hints I received from all 
the pepfple of family with whom I converfcd, 
it is evident that a period of many thouland 
years mufl: have elapfed between the crea- 
tion of the two Cafts. Indeed, to believe 
that the venerable and exalted caft oi people 
of family y Ihould have ^ning from one 
.^omiTion parent with ^c people of no family ^ 
.is equally abliird as to fuppofe, that in the 
.revolutton of the few years tfiat are doomed 
to terminate a tranfient and uncertain exift- 
cnce, they fhoyld moulder into the iame 
ibrt of duft ! Bafe flander on the inj^rent 
fuperiority of birch ! The mind§' of die pea-- 
pie of family y si'e filled, with tOQ juft an idea 
of their own dignity to admit fo injurious 



^ flippofition, , Confcious of th<f bkflitig of 
iupcrior origin, the ancient Rajahs, and all 
whq can bo^ft 4 portion of their blood, 
never f^H to exprels a proper degree of 
contempt for the people of inferior Cj^ft ; 
nor can the poflcflion of talents, die attain- 
ments of fcjcnce, ox the exercifc of the 
iublimeft virtue, fcrve, in any degree, ir\ 
their eyes, to Icflfcn the invincible barrier 
that divides them, * ^ 

Together with the pulrivation of letters, 
'the excrcife of the Prieftly funftion is ufaalr, 
1y confined to the fecond Caft. Thefe 
men ane more diltingoiftied for the regula- 
rity of thdr lives, andfanftity of their de^ 
pOitment, than for their dexterity at the 
Poojah of cards, which in the fouthern 
part of this kingdom is fo eflential a requi- 
site in thie dpty of i^ prieft, The ceremo- 
nies of their religion are fomewhat fimilar 
to thofe of the cottager ; they arc no ftran^ 
gers to the duties of hospitality* aiid re4 
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j?omrt\cna the enlightening ftudy of Ktera-r 
^re both by their prc<?ept and example. 
In iaH other reipedts, thp chara<5teriftic vir- 
tues, and peculiar cqftoms of this nation, 
^re fq evidently of Hindoo origin, that no- 
thing, buf the mofl: wilftd blindnefe, cpuld 
inake any one aflert die contrary. 

'As the illufttious Rajahs of Hindoftan, 
wKen flttjng in the midft of their wide -ex- 
tended pofleflions^ forget not to bend be- 
fore the Bramin, who, to procure'nourilh- 
ment for his family, laboureth in his gar- 
den, 'in l^kc manner the people of whom 
I Ipeak, retain the dignity o{ their Cafli 
•^vep whea compelled by poverty to: cxfer- 
cifc any trade in order to procure a live* 
lihoodl and, as in India, mcrhbers of the 
tribe of Brahma are frequently found cxer- 
'cifing the cniployments of commerce and 
agriculture, lb, in this ancient nation, do 
people of family often condejfeend to become 
-weavers, fhoemakcrs, and barbers, %^th- 



put forfeiting Cafl:> or in the leaft. abating 
of the high idea of Aeirown inherent fu-r 
pcriority. It is not fo with the people of 
fiyky who, by entering into any of thef^ 
employments, lofe a^ the privileges of 
fheir Caft; a circumftance, which pcca- 
fions nunjbers of the poorer branches of 
that tribe to live in a humiliating ftate of 
pependence upon the richer, rather fubmit- 
ting to any indignity, than run the rjQc of 
lofing Cqfii by fiibmitting to work for their 
pwn fubfiftence. 

The mode of living among thefe people, 
Jn which ^imal food is fcarcely known, is 
another argument in favour of their Hin- 
doo Qrigio- Mwh might likewife be laid 
of the fimilarity of found between Laird 
and Rajah \ a fimilarity^ which, in the opi- 
nion of learned antiquarians, is more than 
fufEcientto efl^atjlifh an etymology. Nor 
IS this all; like us^, they cpiifider them- 
felvcs a diftinSf and favoured feople^ fope- 



C 1^5 1 

tlor 10 die reft of the inhabitants pf the 
earth, and do not fail to mabtain^ that 
whatever inftances of courage, magnani- 
mity, or heroic virtue, are diipkyed by 
any inhabitant of the orfier nations of the 
world, would, in limilar circumffauices, 
have been fer exceeded by one of their 
own countrymen. 

Thefe Jiighly favoured people, being too 
tenacious of their dignity to admit ftrangen 
(with whofe pedigree they arc unacquaint- 
ed) into the honour of their focicty; the 
perfori, to whom 1 was chiefly indebted for 
information, was the lady, at whofi; houfe 
I lodged. She was of the people offamify 
Cafti fprung from an illuftiious races her 
fifteenth grandfather had been a mountain 
Rajahj and, in the ramifications of hi« 
blood, fhe could boaft a degree of ^nity 
to one-and- twenty Lairds J She was 
forced, by the didtates of neceflity, to 
make up articles of female attire for her 
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fiudncenancf'i but never wDtked, as Ae 
faerfelf aflured nle/fer any hut peopb af bet 
own Cafti and 1 was induced to beCeve 
her, from the marked contempt with 
which I ohferred her to treat aU wJio had 
Ac inisfertuhe to be boril people of nafa- 
mfy: This was parttcidarly .felt by aryoung 
woman of beautiful peribn^ gentle man-" 
n^erSj arid gbod education^ whom this 
l^jb-bom female^ being equaDjr ignonuic 
of • Qfthograph]^> aild arithmeticj was undef 
the neceffitf <^ employing^ an alSftant iit 
her bufipefi : and ^rfiofe converfiition/ had 
k not been for the diflFerericd of the CaflS 
from which they Iprung, I Ihould have 
grcadjr preferred to that of her nilfti^£> 
but the eoufin of one-and- twenty moun- 
tain Rajahs had too juft a claim to my vc-" 
ncratibn, to be put m competition with 
die prftry advantages^ of youth, beauty, ta- 
lents, and underftandingJ . -^ 



C 1*7 1 
It was \n this iioufe I ob&tyed^ if^tfe 
pleafure, the praAice of that admirable de-< 
grec of abftemioufiicis, the reverfe of which 
had, in the fouthem part, of the. iflmd, fo 
frequently excited the feelii^ of horror^ 
and di%uft. The fervaots of this illuftci-^ 
ous Bibby did not fit down together to 
excite one another to ads of gluttony and 
intemperance : but after long, and rigo-^ 
rous abftinence, they ft^^tcbed the fcanty 
mqtfcl oC fimple viands Which their piu^ 
dent iniftreis had allotted for them ; noc^ 
even- at her own tabk, did I ever fee « 
meal difplayed, of which the moft holy 
Fakeer might not have p^aksen withbut 
breaking his vows of icif-dcnial I 

Thus hath thy fervant clearly rcfutSl, 
two of the propofidons of the roifguided 
Rajah : and proved, in the-moft fadsfaftory 
manner, and from the moft undoubted au- 
thority, that if fuch a sKafter as he Ipeaks 
o^ ever did exift^ it is now become iako- 
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gedler hifoleie, and tiidrelf unknown ; tliat 
die only dcvbrion known to the majority 
of the comrtiiMiitf, is the Poojah of cards, 
and partridge^ s and that the people of 
Great Brifiuh are, at this day^ divided in- 
ta feparate Cafts, as diftinft from cacli 
other as the Bramin from the Kettrie. 

There aife other errors, into which die 
noble Rajah has fufferred his mind to be 
ledj w&ich I could with cfc|ual eafc refutei 
did I not know how eafily the mind of i 
great man is dilgufted by prolixity. • 

What can I iay more 1 
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Letter v. 



From the Braihiii fif MSndaank 
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the commands 6t Maandaara be 
obeyed. In the pfcnitode of my defire to 
open the eyes of your mi^uidcd friendj I 
haft)^ to ptoceed to a more particular 
defcripiddn of the education and manners 
of the females of England; ^diich the il« 
lufhious R^'ah has to eiToneoufly conceived 
to be in ibnie-meafiib influenced by the 
do£trines of that oblblete Sha(ter> which 
ieems to exalt the dignity of the female 
xnind> to an equality with that of the lords 
oftfaecreationi 

I fhaii begin with an account of the 
ulual mode of condu£ting the education 
vol. I, K 



t ^30 1 

of females in England. How &r that is 
of a nature calculated for ' lighting the 
torch of reaibn and expanding the germ 
of intelledj' let the wildom of the Rajah 
decide ! 

During tihe period 6f infancy, theie 
ChrilHan females (whofe ibuls are, in the 
erring tmnd Of Za^ie^ dieented fo pre- 
oous) are permkced to r$(eiy< their && 
ideas from merccfuuy aQten^iOHs^ alf^^ys 
igiioraatj aod froquentfy^ vid^us^ iWhen 
the rifmg plant put$ forth the ttin^rils of 
curioiky^ which ma^^ at [dcafiire be dire^l- 
ed to die tr« of koowkdgtfj or ip^red to 
twine r(xmi the hc^Oow bandxKi of preju^ 
dxce> and felly : at diat periods leaft from 
the conver&tion of &then or brotherly 
thefe ycKing females mi^> pecadyenture> 
acquire fome degree of infarafc«ion> they 
are removed from the poffibility of luch 
deploralde coofequences^ and placed where 
fcienoe» reaibn^ and coounoa icnfi^ dare 
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not to intrude. In the(e Seminaries^ fiu* 
£rom being treated as '^ beuig3> whole in« 
tellefhial faculties are capable of progrei^ 
five improvement throi^h die age» of ettt't 
nitf / their dme i$ fplelf emfdoye^ 19 
ieamuig a few tricks, iuch as a mookcr 
inijg^ very fi>on acquirf, fui4. tia^ia aif 
called acGompliihfiients 1 

Judge how ridicutous it woidd be l^ 
make C9C$iure$, believed to bf accountafait 
to their Creator^ for the empioymeiie of 
thetr takntsj aiid die improvement of th^ 
virtws, ^nd the moft precioitt years of 
Hfe, in Tvaimi^ tjmr fingefs oir«r certaiA 
bits of wood, which a» h conceived as td 
make a jingling ibrt of noile> pleafimt 
enough when oiie h a fitde aecuftcmied t^ 
it, but which, in the manner* executed by 
them, very feldom equals ^^4ac is every 
day €o be heard from the idnerani midU 
cians thai pradtice in die ftreets ! 

K 2 
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• Another ingenious contrivance for filling; 
up that portion of time, which the friend 
of Mbandaara fuppofes to be employed ia 
the acquifltion of ufefiil knowledge, is, by 
the afl^ance of a m^rifter (whofe attendance 
is paid fcM; at ^ vafl: expence) making 
wretched imitations of trees, and flowery, 
and dus is called learning to paint ! It ap- 
fiears'as if great cait was taken, to avpid 
the polfibility of the female pupik ever ar^ 
riving at iny degree of pcrfcftion in the 
art,. as I am well-informed, that not one 
in five hundred is ever capable of coppng 
from nature^ or of dobg. any things wheji 
left t6 herfelf, d^ is hoc many degrees 
inferior to the litde pidhires which .may be 
purchaied for the value of a rupee. 

Anckher indifpenfible part Jn the educa- 
tion of females of (every Caft, . of every 
rank, and in every fituadon, is the know^ 
kdgd of the language ipoken in their 
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Mighboiini^ nation. I was forUme usatr 
at a great lois to know what reaibn could 
be afljg^ed for fo ftrange a cuftom> dad 
after many cpnjedures, I refted in die be-, 
^ef^ that as the French naddn was. frc^ 
quendy at war with the Englifh, it might 
either be cuftomary to fend the women 'as 
Nircarrahs*, into the camp of the enemy, 
or, in cafe of defeat, t5 employ them in 
procuring tenas of peace, which froril thft 
remarkable cpmplaiiance of thw ^dverfer 
ries to the female fe^ it might be fup- 
pofed, would be negociated hy th? Bibby^ 
with peculiar advan&ge Xq their country. 
I wa^ however^ fof<^td to give up thif 
concluiioq, on being afiiired, that >d&Cf 
years ^nt in the iludy of the language, as 
it is uught at thefe excellent Stminaiies, 
few are capable of reading, and ftill fewei 
of converfingi with any degree^ q£ fluency 
\a this ton^ ; and that the only real a4^ 

• Spies. 



r U4 r 

^i£f knew of lt> tiiejr were cnahkd to uiv- 
dapfbad the peodiar tenns befeng^ to 
tiie amcks of drc& impoited fttai tlitt 
country^ which had an ackudisMged rig^t 
ci mpoRn^ io friMons ca the ether oft* 
lions of Eutope. 

Ditfi i|> indeed, i^ ibienee m trhkh 
fiD itope h ^rtn to t\t &euliks of theft 
jbmaleB i mA the love of ^k» is ait the great 
Stehoctb of the CkUliansi Si> feceefifcdfy in-* 
otfoMd^ thflt it f^mattift bdeUUe to the 
kcell period of fife. Von is the ifiade of 
Oducation^I Q)eak of eonfiMd Ihlely to the 
AkiMriA of ^ higher Caftsj it exfieods to 
iHa e¥«& to ^ ddi3^ef9 of tradefineiij. 
md fnechonie^ who are employed^ during 
Ae yeaf^ of in^ovemcm^ exaftly in the 
ftnuoner I haire defcribed. Alt the diflTcr- 
enee is^ tkat at inferior Schcobj^^ where in« 
&rior nailers are employed, the ^rk da 
not^ perhapsa arrive at tlie art of running 
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their fingers over the bits of wood) alldJt 
Keys of a Harpfichord^ with an equal de« 
gi'ee of .vekfcitjrs €heyffiak« rather iilore^ 
execrable copies, rf more wretched jhc- 
turesj and die knowledge they acquire of 
the French language does not> p^rhapes^ 
tmblc Aem to TUn over the nanies of die 
new feihbns, with an equal degree of vo- 
iubUtty^ but as to making any attempt 
at inftrufting the dau^ters of Ghriftians^ 
in any dung ufcfiil to thcmfclvcs, orfocicty^ 
die idea would be deemed equally ri<ficut 
lous in Semmarics (^ every clais. 

Si} &r all is right. We behold womeft 
moving ih dieir proper fphere, learning no 
other art, fevc that of adorning their pet*- 
ions ; and infpired with no odier view, 
but that of rendering themfelves objcfts *f 
pleafure to the eyes of mem But how 
Ihafl I aftonifh you, when I tinfeH the eil- 
tremc inconfiftency of the foc^fk Europe- 
ans, and inform you, that thcfc uninflxuft- 
K4 



ed women «ic fi:eqt]ent(|r fufitred to be^ 
come iatircty cbeir own miftrefles s fom^n 
Qmes entnifted with the management of 
large eftates^ and left at liberty , to aft fer 
diemfelves ! Nay, that it is no uncommoq 
thing lor a tosok, who may, iq other r^-t 
fycStSi by no means be confidered as a, 
fixdj po kave his children to the care of 
(us widowj by which means I have fie- 
quqidy ^en a litdc &milj caft upon th^ 
qux, and depending for proteftion, on 4 
pooTji pretty, hclplels being> incapable of 
any idea, &ve that of drels, or of an^ dutjr, 
except the Poojah of cards ! How much 
wfer is the inftitution of Brahma, by wMch 
creatures, incapable of a&ing with pro* 
priety ^ themfclves, are eflfc&ually pyp 
out of the way of miichie^ by being burned 
with the bodies of their hufbands.— Wif^ 
jreguktions !jf Laudable pra£Bce. 1 by which 
.the number q( old vfmai is jb efie£b|fally. 
dii^ni'^?^'^ 
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From what I have forjncrly £ud, yoq 
Fill obieire^ that women do adtyally {otM-^ 
times carry on certain branches of tradei 
but ta infer from this, th^t they are gene*' 
rally efteemed capable of bufineisi, or re-^ 
jceive iiich an education as to enable them^ 
if left deftitute .of the gi&s of fortune, to 
ienter into it, would be doing them great 
injuflice. No, in that country, as well ai( 
in this, all men aUow that there is nothing 
(o atniable in a woman as the bdplejfnefi 
of meiUal imbedlity, ; and even the women 
themfelves are Iq weU ^^nvinc^d of thi^i 
that they would confider it a^ ^ infufe 
to be treated like rational creatures. The 
love of mdependence is, there&re, a ma& 
.puline virti^, apd though fbme few &« 
4iiales are unamiahU enough tp dare to en^ 
Xfx upon ibme employipeot for their iupr 
port, ^U conduft is very much difcouraged, 
^d not ojnly properly difcountenaoccd by 
^ men, but held ^i abhorrence by aP 
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women, irho enteitaio & proper ieoic of die 
tmiabknefi of female weAnt&. The fe- 
inides, who beloi^ to die Caft tip40pli of 
/)riS^ are ptrdctdarty z€ak>m in rtftebamg 
the cxerekui^ <^ ftmale indufhy, and are 
caftfU to employ mm txiiy in «& diefe 
brandies, in which fortunelds wcMiaen hxrt 
mdaaovOf endeaToiired to procure &h- 
fiftence; fer diis reafen, when n &f%, 
by any of diofe misfortunes occurring in a 
commercial country, happens to b^ re«- 
duocd to poverty, the daughters of the 
&mily are cither left a prey ta g!^unt« 
eyed indigqice, or doomed to eat die bit- 
ter bread of dependance, adminiflered with 
faring hand, and grudging heart, by feme 
cold rehdve ! Equally ignorant, ahd equal- 
ly helplefi, as die females of Hindoftan, 
their fituation is &r more deftitute and pi^ 
^abk. By the admirable infticudons of 
our laws, k is ordained ' that a woman 
fiiall by no meaas be left to herfelf, biic 
^t) in cafe her neareft reladons are inca-* 



p^tAt ^ ^}ng e^ite 6f her, diat dutf 
fhaU devolve upon the Mag^ftrate*/ Bitf, 
among the Chriftians dfEnglandj they art 
as deftitute of protection as of inftrudtioa. 

The tnifgukkr of the mind of ZaarmSUa, 
lias, k mviB: be confefl^d, mixed fbme truth 
tvilh the abundance of his fiiUhoods. When 
he told him, that it was cuftomary in his 
country to teach women to read and write, 
he did not advance the thing which was 
not. It is true, that they are aftually 
tau^t both, thoi^h for what purpofe thofe 
keys of knowledge are put into their hands, 
it is not tsdy to insagine ; few bad con&* 
qticnccs, however, are found to reliik fix)m 
this ptaftice, as it is in general fo wifely 
managed, so to be very little prejudicial 
to the intereifa of ignorance ; and is lel*- 
dom employed for any other purpofe,. than 
that of reading motcly talcs of love and mur^ 

• See Gentoo Lsws^ 
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itr, of which care is taken to fiimiih $hem 
wiA an abundant fupply, from certain 
itorehoufcs of tralh> caUed circulating li- 
braries. 

The fyftcm of female edqcation, fucb as 
I have dcfcribed^ is now almoft univerially 
praftiied over the ifland of Great Brkaini 
though I have heard tbat> till httlyx a fy- 
item of a dififerent nature was prevalent 
in the northern part of the united kingdom* 
There, inftcad of the Poojah of cards, it 
was then customary for the mothers of fa- 
Qiilies to employ themfclves in the educa- 
ck)a of their children^ in teaching their 
daughters the dudes of domeftic lifc^ and 
in iqftiUing into t^eir tender imnds t^e 
principles of piety and virtue, Beneath 
^ mother's eye, the yoyng females were 
j^en fent to certain places of inftruiftion, 
called D^y-fchools, accoinpanied by theif 
brothers; a pra<5tice which would inevi- 
ebly lay the foundation of a degree of fra^ 
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temal affedion^ inconfiftent with that ioi% 
of* referved tod atiftere deiheanouTj which 
it is fo proper for men to obferve toward 
their feitiale relatives. Nor Was this the 
only bad confequence refuldng from th£ 
pradicc of fending boys and girls to the 
lame School. In the pure hearts ci the 
little innbcents> attachments were often 
formed s which, in the minds of the young 
females, excited fuch a wiih to excel, in 
order to render ilhemfelves amiable in the 
eyes of their litde friends, as was altoge« 
ther incompatible mth the prefenration of 
ignorance. Nor did die e^l flop here; 
being habituated' to confider dieir young 
fchool-fellows in the light of brothers, they 
had none of that reftraint, which, before 
company, feals the lips of the Boarding*- 
fchool Bibbys, but behaved with the frank* 
nels that is natural to the pure in heart. 
By early difcipline, their minds received 
fuch an odious degree of firmneis, as often 
enabled them to fuftain, with dignity, the 
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mcA bitter derees of advcrfc fortune; dnd 
their bodies acquired fisch a repuUive dt^ 
gi^e of healdi, as remiered them equal tx) 
4ie difcharge ^ cvcfjr adive duty. AB 
ihefe mult^uious evik are now qo longer 
to be fipprehendcd : the fyftcm of their 
Ifouthem neighbours^ \s flow, I am weH 
filiired, pra£tifed with fo much fiicGcfii 
that the dau^ter of ttimmiain Rajah ^ wil 
fooii be as amiably frivobus^ as engaging^ 
ly ignorant; as weak in body^ and in 
zntnd, as the pupil of the greateit Board'* 
tng School in Londolu 

There are other inftaaccs in which 
cheie females of England, whom thie infa« 
tuatcd Rajah has reprefentcd to himfelf * as 
exalted in the fcale of being to the rank of 
rttional, as Capable of receiving the pure 
. principles of virtue, and of ftcadily per* 
forming the various and complicated duties 
of life,' are treated in a manner, at which 
the foul of humanity revoks. Tbpufand^ 
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Md tea diauiaod3> of thcie Chriftian wtv 
mfn, beiisg ycarly^ f^cFed to periih in the 
&Hsm <^ tfinr great metropolian nader Ae 
«p$»mTikced mUaiy ^ wadtj diioaicj and 

iftfrmyl 

Wc now think with horror, of Ac 
blood-ftainec! altars of the ancient groves^ 
where, to appeafe At WraA of Ae black 
Godcfcfs*, it was pemfritted Aat human 
viflims fhould be immolated : we paint to 
ourfelvcs the iconizing feelings of the pa- 
rent» when the blooming virgin was led 

• Cailee, or tlie Black (Sodded, as exhibited ul 
the Indian temples with a C(^r compdfed of golden 
&11HS9 as defcripdve of tke dreadful facriltces in 
which flie took de%ht. The tiadd, and benign, 
dutmder of the Hiodocs, has mdiiped mti^y to doubt 
in the poflibiKty of.thcie honid rites having ever 
been pra^ifed In India; but the proofs that are givea 
in many of the Shanfcrit writings^ of human faciifioes 
offered, in remote ages, to this truly infernal deity, 
fiem too ftrong to bercfuted* 
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&ith, prefenting a fpodefs offering io^ 
fiicrificiai knife ;• and, fickeiung at tbi 
bought, we g^ve praift to the adored 
Vetlhnd, at wfiofe eonuxiailds thefe horrid 
rites were terminated. But callousy and 
unfeelmg Englilhmen ! they endure to be- 
hold with Uieir own eyes> lacrifices in one 
year exceeding in ntunberj all dttt, in the 
courfe of revolving years, peiiihea on the 
idUrs of AdsL ! &crificed, not immolated 
to appeafe the wrath of their infernal Dew-^ 
tabsj but viftims of the licentious paffiom 
of unprmcipled men ! and yet many of 
dieie men are {o abfurd as to pretend to 
fenfibility: nay,.(b much is their .condafii: 
it war wi^ tlieir profefliohs, that I have 
heard them declaim, with apparent horror^ 
againft the holy ceremony of the virtuous 
widow,* throwing herfelf upon the funeral 
pile of her dcccafcd Lord. Yes, I havt 
feen thofe, who cotild witnels the fcene at 
mifery exhibited in their own flrects, with;^^ 
out betraying one fymptom of compafllonj 
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iuid k9d ikt ceirlfint^ of bappke^i h^rtf 
iafcer! Is it thus^ by a pretended feeling 
&r imaginaty fbrrows, that the Chriftian 
$}vi(ler tei^che^ ;i^en to exerciie 4^fir be-- 
ncvplence ? j(s it in cqo^oinpjty ^ ^y puj 
of" //J pre<!?»lpi tihat to can fo freejy 
grieve at ?qt»vQc4 gpd ^^ftgit cyilfc \?hih^ 
thofe, wiuch i|!fe befge? rfi^r eyf fc iai€i» 
iicither cpjnpfy|to|i BQT B^9ffe 

tlo^ey^ l^/epUjf\g qthera mig^t l» (P 
the n^ii^ry f^ rilc ^«7«*cjjed Ibmales, Qne 
Wodd )think that the voice of natpie in a 
lather's bfea^ woul4 cry aloud^ to laye his 
Offspring i^ron^ a fate (q 4l^adflil j fajut, dcfif 
to her pleadings, parcfit§ thctnfelves do 
not hefi»te to devote Ae uiife^y vi6Km?, 
by me^ns q( an educ^dop which con^H^ 
them ftep hf ftep from ymtY to vice, re- 
conciling themfelvej jp aft it^ 4irefiili cpnfc- 

VOL. I. L 
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quencesi b^ a repetition of the otbafiftie 
word GENTEEL^ 'which has flich a magical 
chamij as to change, in their opinion, the 
very nature of every fpecies of madncfe> 
yice and. folly I 
i 

• • Can a mind, pure and intelligent 4s that 
of Zaamiilla, delight to dwell with fuch a 
people ? Is it from fach a polluted ftfeaiti 
tiiat the defc^ndant of a thoufand Rajahs 
would wifh to imbibe knowledge ? Foolifli 
projeft ! Perverted ambition ! How many 
choice morfels of Shanfcrit literature lie 
motiMering in the i temples of Benares, 
which he may refcue from the ravages of 
devouring worms, arid be repaid with the 
words of wifdom. Hath the Ihallow in- 
vention of Europeans qoneeived any work 
equal to the Mahhabarat ? Can the apho- 
rifms of their philofophers be compared 
with the Hcetopades of Veeflmoo Sarma ? 
or the imagination- of. their poets vie in 
lofcy. imagery, or fublime expreflion, with 
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tht bedudful dramas of the iltanc^tal Ca- 
lidas ? Doth the wifdom-loving Rajah de- 
light to tread the maze of logic i Let him 
&ck for gratification in the Periian writings 
ofthe Muffulmans, which> though fcarcely 
lawful for a Hindoo to perule, arc yet to 
be preferred to the abfurd writings of Chri- 
ftiaa philofophers* . 

Which of the lawyers of Europe has 
ihewn himfelf more expert in involving 
the fimplicity of truth in the deep mazes 
ofperpkxity^ than the Imaum Aboo Yoo- 
feflf, and die more iUuftrious philofopher 
Ib'n Edrcfi al Shaffie * ? What king of 
Europe could ever boaft of a Minifter 
equal to that Golden Pillar who fupportcd 
the throne of the renowned Ackber ? Or 
^ho, in modern times, can, among them, 
be compared with die , Qre^t Ei;adut Khan 

* See Preliminary Difcourfe to the Hedaya, 
L 2 
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Waiek? The mefnoifs, written by duU 
NoUcinaii^ U a gem of fuch tnmlcendeni; 
Vfonh and lu(bre> diat itt knkatton as &r 
exceeds the abilities of the pimy Nobles oT 
£uf^)e> as does the unihakeir fidelity and 
inu^i^mmous heroi£n of the illuftriois 
writer. In truA> there was no point m 
which I was more diiappointcd^ than m 
the ftate of learning in England. By miir 
titudes of the peofde of that country, the 
name of Abul Fazel has never been heard I 
I conver^d wkh maiqr, to whom the re* 
nown <^ Veias was imkii9Wfi> s(nd cas with 
truth aver, that numbers, who have the 
charafter t^Ieamed^ stfe jcv fo rcry igno* 
rant, as not to know Aether the great 
city of Cano^ge waa founded by a Hindoo 
or a Mt^Sidman \ 

Whh rcgWxJ to tlie polititraf ftatc of 
Great Britain, its laws, and &rm of go^ 
vernment, I am not qualified to ipeak widi 
certainty ; never having been able to Bn& 
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any two people of the feme opinion with 
relpe^ to any of thide points. One cir-» 
cumfbince alone appeared to be irrefraga* 
hly eflabliihed; and this is^a ciFCumfbince 
to extraordinany, diat it defenres atien* 
tion. 

Know, dien^ tint the Vifier^ or firft Mini* 
fter, to the king of Gi^t Britain, is, at ali 
times, the weakeft, and moft wicked man 
in the kingdom, and that there is not a man 
in £nglatid,^iiowe.ver incapable of jnanag*^ 
ing, with propriety, the ftmpieft concents i^ 
private life, who is not much better ifa»f* 
Ufied, thai! the Minifler, to condudl the 
cdmjpkx md extenfive bufinefi of a great 
nation ? You may, perhaps, be inclined ti 
doubt the truth of this aflertion i but when 
I inform yo^ diat I repeat it not from 
Tague report^ but ftom the reiteiated and 
fokmn aireverattons of die people I hayo 
afiuded to, the point will appesu: incoiitro^ 
vembly eftabiiihed. 

fa 
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I herewith fend, for the gratification of 
your curiofity, a Ipccimcn of the painted 
idols of the Europeans, the examination of 
which has lately employed much of my 
rime. A rich field of conjefture .is already 
opened, to the culture of which I (hall will- 
ingly devote ibme of the remsdning years 
of my exigence. That the origin of the 
rites of thefe divinities, may be trac^ to 
the favoured countiy. of Brahma, wiS not 
admit of a doubt. The flower, which one 
of the Goddefles carries in her hand, bears 
fuch a^ftriking rtfemblance to the Lotos, 
that, at firft fight, any^ impartial peribn 
muft recognife die adored figure of the 
bounteous Ganga. l^any one of the figures 
has any daim to Eiiropean origin, it i$~ 
tbsLto£ Kniave^ but. who ever heard; of 
a King af.bearJs. in the hiftory of apy nation 
of Europe ? |n the courfe. of a few years 
invefldgation, I do not de^air to prove 
the real femily of every one of thefe plaint* 



ed idols ; and in the pro&cucion of this 
laborious work^ I Ihall not difdain to inu- 
tate the method purfued ^by the anti- 
quarians of England^ for ^ wiie men wUl 
not diidain to leam^ even from the counfel 
of fools/ I recottunend th6c to the pro- 
tedtion of Veelhnux and the &vour of all 
the inferior Gocls, 

What cap, I lay more ? 
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fbird LetPer tftbe Bramin, 

JjEFORR the dcUvciy oi my Ictte|i 
into the hands of the Dank ^, I refolvcd 
to re-examine the counfellors of vatmorf^ 
kil any circumitance^ that would have in^ 
fluence to enlighten the m^ld of the noble 
Rajah^ fhould^ unfortunately, have beeix 
omitted. It was a happy precaution I By 
it I am enabled to add to the pmo6 I have 
already given of the Braminical ori^n of 
the Englifti nation, one other proofs which 
eftabliflies the opinion of the Pundit, be- 
yond the reach of hiiman controverly. 

f Mcflcngei^. 



jjet It he known then to the friend of 
M^daafa^ ^t die peifbrmance of die ce-' 
itmonyofdicTurpkah* is known to die 
Chrifl5an> and lb much Is die praftice of 
its myllerious rites^ encouraged, that dm. 
moft tiiffing and infignificant dilutes are 
frequendy refeired to its decilion: as, for 
example ; in ^^king of the colour of the 
eyes of a dafndng-girl, one man ihould Vxf 
that diey were black,, and ^anodier aver 
&eni to ift bksti die common medioc) of 
deciding ^ dif]^ute (eidier between poj^ 
cijlyhh or {iich as pant for admilfion into 
diat honourable Caft) is. the performance 
6f PuitkWh^ The method of performing 
thi& lrufafei«K ceremony, is not, it is tnic^ 
(xaOly liikMlar:) in aU icfjpeds, to that which 
i^ lb p&oufly 'obferved in Ifidig, A litde coa« 
fideratioh on d;ie gemi^ of the people, ^qd 
dieir deficiency in religious knowledge|» 

♦ Trial by Ordeal^ flill praOiccd in Hindoto. 
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win, however, account for the cEflercnca 
In Ei^Iand, I never heard that the perfor- 
mers of. the Purekah took the precaudoa 
of preparing thcnfifclvcs for the award of 
fete-, by the obferVance of long and rigo- 
rous abftinence : or that they were parricur. 
brly affiduous in their arts of devotion ; or 
Aat they^bound themfclves by any oath 
before die Magiftrate to abide by the mfalr . 
fibic dccifion of the Gods. AB thefe pre- 
paratory dudes are, by thofe triSing peo-. 
pfcy altogether omitted, and the ceremony 
ilfetf> inftead of being performed in the 
prefejuce of the Magiftrate, and the ^m-^ 
t2led people, ts ufiially.gone through^ un-> 
der the immediate in%)e6tion of only /wa 
tt^itnejjks K In the Purekah c^ due Engr. 
filb, they neither thruft iheir hjuids iota 
i^efl&k filled with ^bilmg oil, nor do they; 
fey to. the Balance, « thou^ O Bailee, artj 

• For an account of the Indian Ordeal, in wMcK 
«t]( diefe inethod^ are mentionedx fee Asiatic Re^ ~ 
urdLca, vol. li 
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the manfion of truth, thou waft anciently 
contrived by Deities, If I am guilty, O, 
venerable as my own mother, fink me 
down ; but if innocent, raife me aloft in 
air/ Neither do tliey fwallow poifon, nor 
caft an Idol into -the water, no^ take into 
their hands the red hot iron -, nor malce any 
ufe of the feven leaves of the trembling 
Pippel, or the. fcven: blades., of Dharba 
grafs, but by means of the diminutive 
/ignee Aft or s^ called Piftols, the two dif^ 
putanfs attempt to convey little Jcaden bu^j 
Jets into one another's bowels, or brains^ 
In the opinion of fome philofophcrs, a 
wortblefs fellow will continue to be as mucK 
a worthlefs fcflow after the performance of 
the Purekah as before; but in. the c^^ 
nions of the perforiners thcmlielvcs, it has- 
efficacy, to change the nature of guilt, and 
to wafh away thefoiilcft.^ot-of'difhonouirV' 

What can I fay more i 
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LEXrER VIL 

$eetl Jvan ZiihniHa, Rajah Gf/Smora; 99 
Kilbeea Ntaay MiandHfaj ZirAeenddf 
tfCkmbre. 

^Bow ^ith reverence to Ganeia^ and 
iixBk the ftrdcm ftruggtes of my ibid tb 
Ac decrees of friendfli*^. The requeft tS 
Maandaara I am -onaUe to rcfift^ even 
Vhen his aigomoics are too led^e to make 
any imprefCon on my mkid: thoti^ my 
reafon is uriconvinccd, I am fijbdued by 
my tenderneis; and JbouU conlider my* 
€t|f onwoidiy of the name of fiiendy could 
I perfift in tcarmg myfclf from my couiv 
try at the moment diat Maandiara is about 
to be reftored to its bofom^ Ycs^ my 
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iA^tdi I hftve tjbis mofi|en( remr^ the 
delightful mKlIlgeac;^^ tint cbe Firmuij 
which rcftojre^ ^ce to chf Zimecmifit, 
hftth been iflued ! Tho» m^eft retiim ia 
t^eiiee tp the tend of ^ dihefsl The 
Gods of B»iU)dmre& ifaflil be mfyX fimn 
dieif hidifig places ia the eardx, Co be 
{daoed upon the Akars of his ion: tiuqr 
ihall fee him perfomi die riees cf hofjuta*^ 
licf t 1^^ his feaft for liit pdOTj and af*« 
fond iheker £o the qspitfled The I>aii* 
vers, who delight in beholding the remud 
of virtoey fliall hpyer round yaw dwelling. 
Sec|ifi9ateQ (haU bkfs your hours of ftudjr^ 
and the bees of Camd, divefted of their 
ftingSy ihall pay^^you die trilnite of pwe 
and genuine jTweetnefs^i 

I have prepared Zaamarcanda i^r re^ 
€:civing you a$ her hufband« Her imqd 
is too gende to require the Imfk reftraiiic 
of authority: Jet me, therefore, eonjune 
you to treat her with tender^efi -, and you 



Ivlli be rrpaid by that willing obedienctf> 
.which is the oSsprihg of aficdtion^ in z 
docile, and ingenuous mind; For mj 
itkztty I declare to you, diat while I ac-^ 
ccpt, withj^afure, of your filler for my 
wife, I, at the fame time, ^ miift inforai 
you of my intention of afting in direft 
oppofidon to your advice. From me fhe 
(hall receive every indu^nce. If fhe has 
any undeiftapding, I will take pkaiiire in 
improving it : nor fhall I dread any cdnfe- 
quences that can arife from doing fo. 
The more I medicate^ the more am I con^ 
.vinced, that to tread firmly in the path 
of virtue it is ne^efTary that we fhould be 
iiipporttd by the flafF of knowledge. %* 
norance is the mother of maay folUesv 

It IS with grief that I behold a mind, 
great and noble as that of my friend's, 
darkened by the clouds of prgwdice. Had 
you, with me, paid homage to.Serifwatce, 
jthe foul-^enlightening Goddefs would have 
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iiifpir^d J(Sn with ideas moit wordiy c^ 
yourfelf : you would not dien have attri-^ 
buted a dddre to enlarge the ^hete d 
knowledge, and an ardent admiradtm of 
excellence, wherever found, to the iafiu« 
ence of magical ipells, or incantations^ 

: There fe ^ period, beyond which, if die 
human mind remains bound in the chains 
of ignorance, it lofcs the power of expan^ 
iion ; and eonflders the exiftencc of it in 
others, as the dream of iliuiive imagina-^ 
tion. 

He, who loofed the fetters of myiid* 
derftanding, who convinced me, by the 
cultivated ftate of his own, how high the 
minds of mortals might foar — the enlight- 
ened Percy— taught mt to obfcrve, that 
the negative ignorance, in which the liiind 
is immerfed, when excluded from com- 
merce with the world, is of a nature far 
leis obdurate, than that whiych has been 



ttretced hy Pride in the ho^iA o/ tpmtfi 
$\jch b thp ignpnUice of Shoenn^* H» 
ttiind was too mp:3i narro^v^^ by- its m^ 
jprejudkdSi to receive u &ir iibpreffiod 
fiom new imagesk T^^ ^^^ H^ds which 
had been put ij±o k^ by his firft tseacher^ 
had been received without cxamtnacion^ 
but retained with th? pertinacity of tin-^ 
yieldi;ig pride* 

Caii Z^^ be a proper jydge of the pecu-^ 
^ci^Or^Vs of remote n^tionsj whornca-^ 
fures every thing by the narrow ftandard 
of his own prejudices ? Can he^ who, in^ 
Jbad of making obfervations on the variety 
of human charaiSter^ pronounces fentence 
of condemnation on Whatever he does not 
Underftand j can he be qualified for com-* 
municating information to others ? No. 
Falie, and fooUlhi will ever be the con- 
cljiTions of prefumptuous ignorance 1 
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Ah! wHit i Puerto triight Shcermad 
We found in the travelled, arid the tra- 
vd-wrk*rs of Europe. Pibw many of 
didfe dbe^ England alprici every yeai^> 
poiir from her matcrrtsll bofoih ? Happy ' 
for Shfeermaal, if he had followed th€ 
laudable esiamplc of dicfe iapient youths; 
how deep would then have been his obter* 
vatitihs I how impomnt his <fifcove^»! 

I' siffl linwifiirtg ib fpeafc with dilitlpe^l' 
of a Bramin> I view the ignorance of thii 
man with jfityj arid Ihoidd only ^ve tor 
his prejudice, the fmile of contempt^ . but 
I cannot perceive his malice, and his ^lie- 
hoodi without fedings of abhorrence and 
indighadon. Is it for a mind, bale and 
ignoble as his, to accufe the ingenuous, 
and cnlightenedi Percy of fallehood? 

C>' that Maandaara ci^Mld h^ve knowa 
that iti^omparabk' youth ! That he couMr 

VOL* ^i M 
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have liftcncd to his inftruftions, while 
every word he uttered, was like the vivid 
flafh of lightening, illuminating the dark 
expance of night. He would then have 
been convinced, that a mind, like his, 
was incapable of fwerving from the rigid 
dictates of truth; and he would have uni- 
ted with me, in reprobating every attempt 
to calumniate his miemory. Dear (hall his 
memory bS to Zaarmilla, while the blood 
of life flows through his veins, and who- 
ever would fliun'my rcfcntment, mull be 
careful how they fuffcr the Ihadow of dif- 
rclpeft to pafs over the ^name of my de- 
parted friend { 



I HAVE juft received the two concluding 
letters of that ignorant, and deluded Bra- 
mm i who has inftillcd his bafe prejudices 



[ i63 ] 

into the mind of my friend. Surely fotne 
rhalignant Dewtah, muft have blinded the 
eyes, and fettered the underftanding, of ^ 
^ this unhappy riian j who could not, othe'r- . 
wife, have been fo. grofsly deceived;— 
What ! during his ten years abode among 
Chriftians, never to have heard of, or fcen, 
the Chriftian Shifter \ That Shatter, the 
mofl: abftriife, and difficult doftrines of 
which, are fo carefully inculcated into the 
tender niinds of youth, that every boy, 
who IS fent to the Univerfity, is fo per- 
feftly mailer of the fubjeft, as to be able 
to give his folemn aflent to the unerring 
explanations of his Church. That Shafler, 
of which the precepts of Peace, Charity, 
Humility, and uriiverlal Benevolence, form 
the bafis of every law, and direft the 
pra6tice of every Chriftian court! TJiat 
Shafter I have ftudied with the ftrifteft 
attention, and do folemnly aflurc you, that - 
the virtues I have enumerated, arc as 
ftridtly enjoined to the Chriftians, as the 

M 2 - 
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performance of Poojah to the Hindoo, or 
the Faft pf Ramozin to the Muffulnjark 
The Muflblman fafts, and [the Hindoo 
performs Pocgah, according to their rc- 
peftive laws, and can we believe that the 
Chriftian alone 'treats with contempt die 
authority of his God ? 

How could the Ik-loving Bramm ex- 
pcft to be credited, when he aflcrts, that 
Chriftians enter uito the traffi9 of blood 1 
That thefe men, who walk by the rule of 
* doing to others, as they would be done 
by in the like cafe,* invade- the countries 
of the defencelefs, and leizing, with tiger- 
like ferocity, their unoffending childrenj^ 
bind them in the galling chains of flavery, 
and devote them, as a cruel facrifice, to 
the black Goddefs of affliiflion !. Surely,, 
fuch a reprefeiitajtloa cannot fail to appear 
in its true light to every one, who knows 
the jealoufy entertained, by the fublime 
Governors of that enlightened nation, foe 



t 165 3 

the purity of their honour ! fo great, thar 
even thofe Chiefs, whom we have confi- 
dered as bulwarks, raifed by the immortal 
Veelhnu, to proteft us from the deftroycr, 
have fallen Ihort of the ftandard of perfec- 
tion erefted in the immaculate bofoms of 
their brethren at home ! Can fuch men be 
fuppofed to lanftion the traffic of human 
mifery ? Ah ! how litde doth he know of 
the undeviating reftitucfe of the BridQi 
Senate! 

Indeed, all that he fays upon the tcUt 
gious rites, praftiled by the Englifh na- 
tion, is equally falfe, and abfurd. There 
is rid fuch thing as any Poojah performed 
to bits of painted paper : neither are par- 
tridges hel4 facred. From examining 
thtir Shatter, with the ftrideft accuracy, 
I am prepared to affert, that it contains 
not one word whicK could countenance 
llich idolatry. And, whether, it is likely^ 
that any pradices, not warranted by its 

M3 
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authority, would be fufFered to become 

prevalent, I Ihall leave you to judge j after 

informing you, that, in England, no man 

is deemed qualified for holding even the 

meaneft. employment in the ftate, but by 

' the performance of an aft of the rnoft fo- 

^ lemn devotion. An aft which is only fafe 

to the pious, and thp pure; apd of which, 

^to participate unworthily, is declared to be 

a heinous fin! Ah! how pure muft be 

the morals of fuch a people ! 

As tQ what he fays of the frivolous edu- 
cation bellowed upon Chriftian women, it 
is fufficient to obicrve, thf t it is utterly in- 
confiftcnt with the belief of the imjnorta- 
Jity g,nd progrefljve improvement of the 
human foul; it is, indeed, too abfurdto 
ftand in need of confutation. When he 
can convince me, that the men are vain, 
voluptuous, f^lfifh, and unjuft, then (hall 
I believe, that the women arc frivolous, 
and ignorant. 
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In regard to what he aflferts of the dif- 
ferent Cafts^ into wjiich the people are di- 
vided, I am not fo well prepared to an- 
fwcf him. I only know, that nothing like 
it appears in the Chriftian Shaften The 
people ef family, and the people of no family, 
are there put upon a levels and, at the 
tinie it was written, it is evident the people 
offtyle had never been'hcar4 of. 

Oh ! that it had been permitted me to 
have confuted the mifrcprefentations of 
this wicked Bramin, by the unerring an- 
Iwers of experience, that I could have 
followed the impulfe of my own dcfires, 
in the glorious purfiiit of wifdomj and 
traced the obfcure and diftant path, by 
which Knowledge difleminated her trea- 
fures over the various regions of the earth ! 
Ah! didft thou know what it has'.coft me 
to relinquifli this favourite purfuit; what 
fdf-dcniai I have been obliged to exert, 

M ^ 
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cnc I could turn mine eyes from the en- 
ch^ting profped that opened to my Yiew^ 
tbop wouldft eftecm this a£t of fiiendihip 
more^ than if I had poured into thy lap 
the accumi^ted treaiiires of my fathen ! 

Having once determined, tbou needfl 
not fear that ought fhall have power tq 
ihake my refolution. I fwear to thee, by 
the name of. my father, that wbik fryma- 
veda lives, Zaarmilla will never farfake 
her. 

. I fhall be at Rampore in the fpace of ^ 
formight : there I ihall give, to the anns 
of my friend, the lovely and gentle Za-: 
iparcandai and receive thy fift<?r for the 
partner of my bofom* After the perfonn- 
ance of our ni^als, I fhall have the pLea- 
fure (^ conducing you to the ancient feat 
of your fore-fethers- You wfll be reccivedi 
vo^ joy, by all the Ryots, and wekome4 
by every furrounding Zimeendaii with the 
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fincereft fatisfitftion. You muft, after 
this, return with me to Almorai an4 
there, where every fcene rf cals to memory 
the days of early feilGity, we fhall renew 
the ftudies, and retafte the pleafores of our 
youth. We (hall mingle our tears of gra* 
ptude, at the tomb of the venerable Pun- 
dit, who firft poured thc^ balm of inftruc- 
tion into our young and tender minds. 

In the feir bofbm of creation^ and ia 
th? gorgcoufly enamelled vault of heaven^ 
we Aall together read thofe divine myftcr 
ries,' over which, the wildom of our holy 
Bramins has thrown a veil, that is impe- 
netrable only to ignorance *• From thefe 
we will rife to the contempladoH of that 

* TYas expreffion feems fairoundble to l^ opinkm 

entertained by ibme ^ oar own vfxken, dsat great 

part of the Mythoiogy of die Hindoos, is nothkig 

' more.than enTgmatiail repire6ntmtts of afirowMwcal 
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Omnifirient Spirit, whofe all*ruling pow'r 
Bids from each fenfe bright emanations beam; 
Glows in the rainbow, fparkles in the ftream> 
Smiles in the bud, and gliftens in the flow'r 

That crowns each vernal bowVj 
Sighs in the gale, and warbles ^n the throar 
Of every bird, diat hails the blooming fpring, 
Oi tcUs his love in many a liquid note. 
While envious aftifts touch the rival ftring> * 

Till rocks and forefts ring ; 
Breathes in rich fragrance from the fandal ^roye. 
Or u^ere the precious mufk-deer playful rove: 
In dulcet juice from cluft*ring fruit diftils, 
And burns ialubrious in the tafteful dove * : 



May Ac ibvcreign Maya f , prcfent to 
the mind of Maandaara, an ever varying 

• See the fixth ftansa of the Hymn to Naiayena, 
as tfanfhted by Sir William Jones. 

t ' It wqU be fuffidmt here to ^nauk, that the 
inextricable difficolties attending die vulgar notion of 
maurialjkhfiamast induced many of the wifeft Hindop^; 
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aflemblage of fair ideas! but may diat 
ivhich is deareft to his heart, be the friend- 
fhlp of Zaarmilla ! 

What can I fay more ! 



*f to believe that the whole creation was rather an 
energy than a 'wori, by which the Infinite Being, who. 
is prefent at all times, in all places, e)diibits to^thc 
minds of his creatures a ftfof perceptions like a won- 
derful pi^uTe i^r piece of mufic, always varied; yet 
always uniform r fo that all bodies, and their quafi* 
ties, exi^, indeed, to every wife, and ufefiil purpofe :, 
but exiil only as far as they are perceived. This. 
lUufi've Operailon of the Deity, the Hindoo philofb- 
phers, call Maya^ or Deception J** See the Ai^gn- 
pent to the above mentioned Hymn. 



[ Im the corrc^ondcncc of Ac Rajah, 
Wc here find a chafin of fevcral years. 
Though none of .the letters bear any date, 
we have, from circumftances mentioned in 
the preceding ones, concluded them to 
have been written toward the beginning of 
ihe year 1775. Thofe, which follow, wc 
prefome, could not have been written he^ 
fore the year 1779, or i75q. ] 
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LETTER Vm. 

From the Rajah Z?^rm\Si2L, to Maandainu 
(fVritten from. Bar elite.) 

JMLaY the powerful Ecndra be ever 
propitious to the moft benignaat of friends ; 
and the Godde£ Sree prcfcrve his^ heart 
firom the arrows of afi&Siion I 

'An opportunity offers, of which I an^ 
not flow to avail myfelf, of fending thee 
infonnation of my health and lafety* Ha4 
not forrow fpread its raven wing over the 
beauties of every profpeft, ^ my journey 
might have been delij^tful. But, alas!. 
to him, whofc heart is oppreflcd by re- 
cent calamity, the fece of nature is veiled 
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tby heartj whole gciitle manners, and pfti-^ 
dent couofels^ fmoothed the rugged path 
of life> and gave value to every bkfliDg: 
But» alas ! the innocent vivacity, the en* 
dearing tenderncfs, which, but yefterday^ 
were the deEght of my life, are now it^ 
called, but to aggravate my fori^ow* But 
why (hould I, with the dart that rankles 
in my own boibm, wound the bread of 
my friend? Let me try to change th< 
iubjefh 

At Bifibolee, 1 was itceived, hf mf 
kiniman, with every mark of kindnefe 
He endeavoured to divert my mind, from 
the fiibje^ of its own griefs, by turning 
my attention to thofe great tranfaftionsi 
of which this country had lately becjv Hm 
j^ene^ 

The firft information that is giveil m 
i^on any fubjed, that is in its nature inte- 
rcfting, and which is beyond thq reach of 
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our own inlpeAion, is fb greedily received, 
that the judgment we form upon it is 
^ually prompt and decifive. I have fre- 
quently obferved that luchkafty judgment,* 
is upon niortf fuU inveAigatiori, &und erro- 
he6U&; tod here I had ample pfOo^ of 
rfle jufttce of" the obf^rvatiofi. 

When the fall of the Afgan Cawns had 
taken pldce, We rejoiced to hc'ir that this 
beiudnil^ and fertile, province, W^ to be 
put under the adminiftratiori of Beais 
R^ye ^'; that pioiis Hindoo, who had Ihed 
lb many tears oVer the miisfortunes of his 
couiltryi We imagined that he, who 
Could paint the extortions, ^nd (^preflions 
of the Afgans, in fuch true, and lively 
coloursi muft necefl&rily be poflcflcd of a 
good,, and feeling heart. Aj^! the art 
of defcribiilg human mifefy, and the vir- 
tue of feeling for it, are too very'different 
things. 

• See the RohSIa HiAory* 

VOL. n M 
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* Thismatij who declaimed Tq cloqiientty 
agsunft die rapacity of the Afgans^ had a 
heart 7^ fiieUd by avariccj as to be imper- 
vious to every (endment of humanity^ 
Tho country groaned l)eiieath hi$ oppref-- 
(ions, and his remov^ was con&dered as 
a deliverance fix>m the peltilence. 

After having Ipcnt a week at Biflbokc, 
X took leave of my kind> btit too officious^ 
kinfinai^ and proceeded to BarcUee. The 
dppioach to tUs city, through lofcy rows 
of bamboos, which form a continued ar« 
bour, furroundcd on every fide by gardens, 
flpuriihing in all the pride of beau^j^ ex-* 
tprted my admiration. 

I did not feil to vifit the tomb of the 
renowned Afgan, who was fo long the 
terror, and the glory of Kuttaher*. I 

* Hafiz Rhamat, a Rohilh chief, celebrated for 
his warlike taloBts aad anpnacipkd ambitioD; by 



I m } 

€h6fi to viflt it riortfei Th<*re ire ftiH 
tnttits, When th6 fotil, ^bfetbtd iii ib t/mi 
Kjfleffions, feefe to etevaiioh ii^fri<A b iii-* 
compatibfe with any ibcieSfy; 

The fun had juft hid th6 fplinddur t)f life 
l)eams behind the hilh of H^kc, and 
Right b^gun to Iprtad htr doiky dirtaiA 
over the face of ndture, /When 1 ^p{)ro2lch- 
ed tht filent fctoc, whtf re thfc tOiftb of flit 
Varrior was itarfcd. Of that ambitTdn, 

t>eti^ybg; th^ ttvUt t>t his Mehd, ioA tifai^ng the 
inheritance of Ms Waids^ he pot himtif at the lead 
of tJie RohSU jgfO^nufittft; mid was kSM at tte 
baRde Of CbttierUi, tz4 df Aprfl 1774. By fhdfe 
who ought to have knovrn better, Hafiz Rhamat has 
been confounded with Hafizi^ the celebrated poet of 
Shiraz, who flouriihect above four hundred years 
ago. On confolttng the Parliamehtary Regiftef, wis 
£md Hafiz Rhaihlit; who was lirith^ a pbet, nor a 
mail of kttsersi . introdimd as ' fmms thnmghoia th 
Maft, /or the ibgante of bis liHr^ute, and tBe fiirU 
of his pHtical compofitions.* Parliamentary Regiiler^ 
No. 76, Page 205. 
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before the impetuous career of which the 
bars of gratitude^ and of juftice, had been 
annihilated; that anxbition^ infatiable as 
the ocean» and extenfive as the firmament 
of heaven, what were now the limits? 
Small was the fpot which contwied the 
moiddenng remains of him, who had 
ftruck the Princes of die earth with ter* 
ror. I liftcned — ^but the thunder of his 
voice was no longer to be heard. I look- 
ed — but the crowds of flatterers, who 
were wont to pay adulatory homage to his 
fmiles, were no longer to be fccn. • The 
world, which had beheld the A%an greatr 
ncfs arifc, like a meteor from the womb of 
obfcurity, which had been dazded by the 
brightncls of its Iplcndour, and aftoniftied 
by the celerity of it^ pfogrels, beheld, 
without regret, its utter extb&ion in this 
narrow tomb. I indulged in tbefe revc* 
rics the greater part of the night. The 
rcma;indcr of my time*, at Barellec, was 
fpent rn making enquiries concerning the 



remarkable events which have taken place 
in its vicinity. The difficulty of obtaining 
information was greater than I was await 
of. Every one^ whom I applied to for 
that purpoie, I found to be ib brimful 6£ 
that part of the ftory whicfc particuhrly 
related to himielfj that I was obliged to 
Uften to a volume of uninterefting aneC'^ 
dotes^ before I could arrive at dK truth. - 

The ravages committed by the tr6opd 
of his Highnefi, after the batde of Cuttc- 
rah*, were fiich as have been conftandy 
praftifed^ by every viftorious army; but 
the contrafti exhibited in the behaviour of 
the Englifh^ wais altogether new and un«* 
common : iiich as n9 Mufiulman army has 
ever been known to praftii^ ; and fiich as, 
I greatly fear, they will never be idduccd 
tjc) imitate. * : 

* See Roiulla fSOoiy. 
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Afici kaviqg» by tfaar courage aad fb- 
porior OuSk ckckkd the cvcat of cfae da)r> 
^bile thtfe fbf iMboM the J fdug^it^ ruflieci 
t^PSithaJ^^of thsi defraird ^ntoffj and^ 
u dim^ widicjr for phmdcr, wcie alike re* 
gvdlt& of die Kmooftnuices of juftice^ 
and ih« 4!^MM «f liiiQMiuty> tibe g^ibnt 
anny:f]| 1^ &igKi9»i ^fied /«dt}\ the 
^ry of vidory, dildained all odier ^il. 
XhfJ Nhddj, ;with kidigntfion and horror^, 
the behaviour pf ^6r ^esj a(i^ edited 
thCT^vf 5 for the protcftioiH aqd. reli^ 
qf ^e iip}»p{)y ^cccsj. ^om the &c^ 
^Mji ^, W. kft <^fti5»}|f; of C¥cry other 



AJjltJiai ^.hav^hfWf^int^iJfi pljicc, »- 
ijifius^ :ia fn^ h<]dbpi t^ defire ^ l$ua^ 
cheriflied, and fo unwillingly iu{^e^4i^ 
of becoming nxore intimately acquainted 
with a people, ^9 bsJK ever been the 
objefb of my aSe6l)9ipte veneration. My 
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refolution is taken; and, in purfuancc of 
it, as fbon as I hav6 performed the aft of 
pious ablution. in the facred Ipot, where 
tlie two wandering Heflingis of Hlndoftan 
unite their wares, I Ihall proceed to the 
Englifh camp. In Uftening to the in- 
ftruftive converlation of thefc enlightened 
men, the lelfifh forrows, which at prefent 
occupy "my heart, may, for a time, be 
fcothed into forgetfulnefs. I fhall, per- 
haps, renew my acquaintance with the 
friends of Percy, I ihall, with them, have 
the pleafure of recapitulating the virtues 
pr that amiable youth: thofe virtues, 
v^hofe fragrance perfumed my ibul, and 
left an impref^on, itrong as the incenie 
from the aromatic plant, which time has 
fVy% the power to obliterate/ 

Prefent Zamarcanda with the afFeftion- 

gte remembrances of her brother. I would 

recommend my fon to her a£Fe6lion, did I 

pot know that her goodnefs will anticipate 

N4 
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my wiihcsJ To you my fiiqid, and ta 
her, I cruft the precious dcpofit— th^ life 
of my fife ! And to Caindhaymi my fovi 
is e^xuided in prayers for your hap^r 
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^Jbe Same^ to the Sam£« 

Jf ROM the King of worfhippcd places *, 
(hq renowned AUahab^^ to the moft 

^ The Enj^ reader will find feme %lit thrown 
upon the fubjedl of this letter, hy conTuldng Mr. 
Maurice's Indian Antiquities, who having traced the 
pxogrefs of the Ganges, from the Mountains of Thi* 
bet to the plains of Hindoiian, thus proceeds : « Then 
flowing on through defightfplr plabs^ and difftifing 
l^ess and verdure, in its progrefs at Allahabad, 
recaves a lidi tribute to its dream in the waters of 
the Jumna. If we may believe the ^ramins, ano- 
ther iacred river^ called the Serrafwatty, joins thefe 
rivers und^r ground ; and, therefore, this fpot, con- 
fef rate4 by the threefold jundicm of their waves, has 



Inthful of friendsy Zaarmilla fends health^^ 
mod profpcrity. While the divine influence 
of the &cred ftream> into which I have fa 
htely plungcd> continues to refrefli my 
bxA, I haften to impart to thee the ienti- 
oents which have incited mf heart. But 
bow fhall I deicribe to you the tran^rr 
with which I beheld the iacred ipot^ cele- 
brated thfOdi^ sdl ages ! that %ot» conie- 
crated by the du^efbld jundion of the &^ 
cred G$ng^, the heakh-gMng Jumna, 
and the imfeeii, bue not kft bemgnam^ 
Serrafwattee ! I contemplated, with elevated 
raptnre, the jimftion of diofe honoured 
fireams, which here mingling their iacred 
"Hvm^ diifujfe the cxbaufUcik tfcafures of 
feffdtt^ su»d v€i4uie» ovcf the toKjk &- 
jamed of legtons. ftom thefe bfefiM 
emblems of the myftic umon of the dht- 

ever been die refort of (Khrovt pilgrmis» irom every 
province of Hihdoi!an» and is denominated in tha 
Aycen Aikbery— Tfc IUfng ef ivor/ftffied p^cis^^ 
Mttuice*^ Indian Antiquities, voL i^ page 15^. 
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pities, my foul;, wrapt in grarinidc, aibend« 
ed to the Almighty Creating Power, the 
grandeur of whofe works is only to. be 
equalled by Jiis beneficence, 

In the leflbjis of the venerable Pundit, 
who was our firft inftrqaor^ and in the 
lublime writings of the great luminaries of 
the world,' we hare be^n ta^ught to lift 
our hearts to HiiPa who alone, i$ infinite 
in power, and goodnds! Buf, alas! the 
minds of all the Bramins, I have niet with 
^ here, are completely engrofled by the inul^ 
tiplied fymbol? of his attributes. From 
dieir company, |\have received no plea- 
fore ; from their converlation, I have 
reaped no inftruftion. I fhaU, therefore^ 
Kailen^ the period of my departure, and^^ 
probably, fiinilh this letter from 5ciiarc§^ 
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FaoM the Queen of Science, the fi- 
Toured feat of learning, the celebrated Be- 
naicS) Zaarmllla ag^in addrefles hi3 friend. 

Before I lay any thing of a place of 
which you have already heard {o much^ I 
fliall proceed to inform you of my viiit to 
die £ngli(h pfficccs^ in the garrifon oC 
Chunar. 

As I ftopt to take ibme refiefhment, at 
die diftance of a few co& from the fort, I 
was informed, by my people, that fomc 
Englifh officers, who had been out on a 
hunting party, were, at that very time, vx 
the lame village. I fcnt to inform them of 
my intention .of Siting Chunar j and, in 
n few minutes, I was no lels delighted^, 
than liirprifed, to fee Dpftor Denbeigh 
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fenftr the i^nuKkj wterc Iw$a djcn rcpbfing 
inyfelf. He falitoed me wkh (hat^ow of 
kiJhdneis which is excited in the boibms of 
the benevolent, by an uncxpeAed inter- 
view between diofc whom the hand of 
time feemed to have ie{>arated for ever« 
He introduced me co hiaconopamons, the 
urbanity of whole manners formed a firik« 
ing contraft to the plainnels of their drcjs. 

. On n()y arrival acChunar, I £>und my* 
ielf as if I had been, all at once traaijiorted 
into a new world. Surrounded by the 
Englilh Chiefs, whoie drefs, whofe lan^ 
guage, and whole manners^ were all fii 
ditferent from what I had evc;r been alxruP 
tomed to, I could fcarcely perfuade my^ 
fc]{ that I did not wander in the realms of 
liclufioii. 

At firft, all Ehglifhmcn appeared to 
me to wear the fi^mc z(pc% and to have 
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the &fne maiiMrs^ But M4^«n ^f^ei^ had 
fufficicndy iubfided> to admit of the aka 
hccuncy of ol^drvadon, I percdved that 
every countcmrice had a charafterifttc di^ 
ftin&ioh; adiflindbton, which extended to 
the toties of the voice, and geftt^eft of 
tiie body. This variety^ like the R4gb& 
which preflde over mufic *, fenred but to 
render harttiWiy more pleafingw T^h€ fe* 
nior Officers fmiled at the playfbl viva- 
city (^ their youtfiful fiends, who frequent- 
ly ventured to exert ditit wit in a tostnnci 
that could hot have failed to e*dte refent- 
ment b left amiable minds. The tiittc 6f 
each was Ipent according to his- own tsi0x. 
hy fome, it was employed in the purfirit 
of literatures aiid I arft eert^n it ftiuft^cx-t 

• The Raginis, or female paffions> lire thi 
^jrmphs, which^ according to the beautiful Allegory 
of the Hindoos, prefide over mufical Ibfinds. A 
tranflation of fome of the many Diflertationfi upon 
this fubjed, which are to be found in the Sfianicrit 
knguage, is much to be wifhed for. 
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laic ftiy new fiicAds in the cftimndon o^ 
Nfaandaara, when he is in&raied, tfa«t to 
ttie knowledge of the Perfiafi^ tnaajr dt 
the Engiifli Chiefs add a coofiderafak d^^ 
gree of information in the Shanierit bn^. 
guage. The skoc oi vacadon (torn ioi-* 
mediate (ervicc, wafted by the MuflUmaa 
Cotnnianders in voluptuous iodoknc^i i» 
j^>ent by dieie more enUg^tcned men> iiir 
Ihidies which add to their ftock of know^ 
ledge^ and do honour ia the genius o^ 
their country* it is by the& ftnmgeis 
that the annals of Hindoftan, which hef 
barbarian conquerors have fought to obli- 
terate in the blood of her children^ ihall 
be rcftored I Already^ have Teniples, Pa- 
laces, , and Cities, which Calli ♦ had co4 
vered with the mantle of oblivion, been,- 
by die indefatigable refearches of thefe £sl^ 
vouiites of Serrafwattee, draped to Iight» 

* Calll^ here ilgniiies Tune. 
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"the Pagodas, wliofc loftjr funraiits hadi 
fuftaincd the clouds, and pakces, whkh 
had once Iprcad their golden fronts to the 
fan, proud of being the refidencc of the 
ancient Rajahs of our nation, now bow 
their time-worn h6ads to lifteh to the voice 
of ftnmgcrs, and behold the iacred cha- 
rafters, infcribed upon their bofoms, fe- 
Hiiliarly perufed by a people, whofe nation 
had not fpning into exiftence at the dmc 
thefc towerbg monuments of Eaftem fplen- 
dour had commenced the progrels of de-* 
cay! 

I found gr^at difficulty iri tearing my- 
fclf from the fociety of thefc gentlemen, 
from whom I experienced every mark of 
kindncfi, and attention ; the pain of part- 
ing wasj however, in feme degree alleviated 
by the promife made to me, by two of 
thefe Saibs, to rejoin me at Benares, 
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I ^fflbaricad) fer tbe 6xtt daasg m die 
mtghty Gcingfs^ and, wmt% mftf» i» 
tBkt lea^ 0f fjbe &m ^ha^dlfi^i I mh[ 
ftnick wkk the ap^iitifice <^ due ectaAdjj 
wiiich ^ems to have atifi^ii fivmi the bod^ 
of Gangai tke {>iety of ^f £dtef9^ is itilt 
legibk OR the tvafls cif tU& ma^ pOtff 
Aor has iJi^ giiardkil De3«^dih fti^l^^ 
&cred charge. The fei«'4if ll0f 4ttfidMee 
remains entire^ And tkoittgb dit Mfr^w 
bg breeze of dbm ws^ts^^ tb* tlie fe^til 
Science, (he fails net to rttaitfn^to Cbunairr 
before the fuliry heats Af noon^. <^- '^^ : 

• The Fnt^of Chiaar ir ftid l^ be ^ftt^l^iieft 
antiquity. In the citadel is a bla^de marble iiaiii\aa 
which the tutelary Deity of the plac6 is traditioiiall^ 
liippofed; at alt times, to be "feaced; except frein^ 
kxniCc UBtil iwne o'doi^ ia ^ iMif^i whafiha^ 
is fuppoM tft be at SeoaDca: iaj^iiMA^^m^, 
inm the ^pedddcm 0f ^e jjjn^fli^^jniy^cs ttiay be 
made upon the fort with a profpe^ 6t ittcceG. See 
Hodges* Tnmds m Uiiv jp^ £6* 
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We gend7 floated down the tinruffled 
bofomxrf' the Queen <^ Rivers^ which ex- 
pands itfelC.cfi approaching Benaie^ and 
puis. on an ^didonal air of grandeur, in 
honotuv it wbuld (cenit of this cekbraced 
city; .The city appears to have returned 
die coiiqiliaientj. and . to have fele&ed its 
ebdceft oolamemsjQ deck the banks of 
ksbene&:«i^f^vifitor. . Niunerous and beau- 
tiful are jthe Pagodas, all enriched by the 
piety^' aiifd adorned by die tigenuity of our 
^ccftocii which ^ lee themfelves refleAed 
in the mighty ftre^m. Some, in moulder- 
ing nuns, tell of the injuries they have 
fuftaincd, not only from the in/idious hand 
of Time, but from the ruthlcfe bigotry of 
the deftroying foe. Innumerable Ghauts *, 
ibme. of which are highly decorated; and 
embankniems, which- exhibit aU the fplen- 
dour and elegmce of architefture, give ad- 

* Flightt of fieps lefeiSng^up fronTThe riVer. 
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didohil gnjice' and beauty to diis maft en* 
chanting Icene. 

I. t > 

My rcccpriori from the Rajah was ex- 
tremely flattering. You will, no doubt, 
be - anxious for my opinion of this man, 
who now fills fo exalted a ftation. 

There is no trial fo dangerous to virtue, 
as profperity ; had die &ther of ^his young 
man continued to occupy the ofBce<tf De- 
wan to the Aumeldar * . of die province, 
fo long filled by his grandfather, and he 
himfelf focceedcd to the fiime advantage* 
ous, though fubordinate employment, he 

• Balwart Sing> th^ &tlier of Cheyt Sing, was 
the fon of Monferans, a Biatnin* yffbo had beea ap* ^ 
pointed ftiward to Rtilhem Ally» then go'vermr of 
the province of Benares ; he.fupplanted his mafter, 
and obudned the province for himfelf: and this was 
^the origin of a man, called, by feme in this country, 
a (bvereign Prince! See Broomes' Eladdataon of 
the Artide&jof Impeachment. 
O 2 
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na^ pctfaaps, litve condfi^bed hisaa&d 
with temper and difcrction : but thr facigfat 
of his elevation has made him giddy ^ he 
wiflies to quic the fbiff which has hitherto 
fijpportcd'him; and by the affiftance of 
which he has cUnaixd to his preient great- 
tefi. If he fucceeds, he will jnrobably be 
made fenfiblc of his folly, by the precipi- 
tancy of hisfiiU. 

Yqu may imagine in what manner this 
young man is impoied upon by his jx^opk> 
when I teU yo^ that they have a^ualfy 
made hitti believe that thfc prefem Go- 
vernor Generri is not widioot tntmcs^ 
even in the Supreme Council ! Was ever 
any .thing more abfm-d» than to imagine 
that men, who could p<^U>ly have no 
other motive for yiliting t?iefe regions, 
than to promote their country^s glory, and 
the happinefe of mankind, fliould yet be- 
icome enemies to him who has fi> eminently 
contributed to both ? Jlidiculous idea 1 
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What is it but to imagine, diat from: the 
baie motives oiE ferpkd enmi^, envy of fic^ 
periaur ialMs^ mjtdoufy (fjupirknr pswer^ 
tfaefe men would prefer the rain of .a rival, 
to the ^orj^ and pref^rvation of an cm* 
pire !: . H(!>w unwordiy of ^ (toaid:er. of 
Ec^fhinen ! 

I wa$ lAueb rejoiced at the arriTal of my 
two. Eh^yLb friends, whoie €hkf moiiye 
for vifiting Bfini«re5i at this tvssi^ was to in* 
ipcA and examine the aftronomical appa^ 
ratus ftiU extant in the TQwej pf th^ Starsw 
Both lihefc geniiemen were. 4f e{4y learned 
in tbi$ divine fi^cd The ]fef)cndotjs 
cngincfi, conftriKaed by th^ x^g^mt^ ^ 
our anccftw* for dieafuring the *xpaqfe of 
heaven, *nd » tracing thrcftjg^ 4t$ traekle^s 
arch ^e paih Qf its; iUyft^ous in^bitaxfts, 
fHled (^eir rninds with afipm(|imcnt Alas! 
that tljcfc evidences of the wifiiom of our 
fa|her$ (hould now ferve to mark the de- 
generacy of their children I T^at fcience^ 
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which exalts the foiul to hesLYtn, which cn^ 
aUes it to pcrufe that book of wiidonij 
where the Supreme hath written his' attri- 
butes in the moft le^Ue ^charafters i even 
in the golden orbs^ whofe diftant ^ries 
de%ht the eye of ignorance. That lei- 
encc, fo ^miliar to our fathers, is now al^ 
moft loft to their unenlightened fons. But 
as the Ipkndid luminary of thie iky, when, 
apparendy exdnguiihed in darkne&, con^ 
timies ftill to purfue his courfe, illuminating 
with his brightneis the various inhabitants 
of die earth i fo doth the Godde& of Science 
purliie het radiant journey : and when we 
vainly imstgine ftie is gone for ever, if we 
open the eyes of our underftanding, we 
(hall fee her beaming widi redoubled luftre 
on the children of another hemif^here. 
T)iefc lirangcrs could, at one glance, 
comprehend the ufe of thofe ii^ruments, 
which the Pundits, who attended us, could 
not tx^ini and I jR>on found that the 
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knowledge imparted to uis upon^^b fiib-' 
jcft, by our reverend teacher, Wte but ig- 
norance, compared to their fiipcriotir at* 
tainmcnts. Need we ferther proof that th(^ 
Ipirit of Brahma is not confined to any par- 
ticular region, but'esctendedi iver hiis gceat 
creation ? 

In the conviftion of thb truth, I have 
determined to devote fomc months to the 
cultivation of a more intimate acquaintance 
with thole, who are fo well qualified to im- 
part the light of knowledge to my xmnd. 

I have now fiilfilled the purpofe of my 

journey to Benares, but have no pleafure 

in die thoughts of returning to Almora. 

Alas ! wherefore fhouid I return P The lamp 

of love is extingmfhed in my dwelling, 

and darknefs reds upon my plealanc 

bowers. To my friend, and to my fifter, 

J can, with confidence, entruft the only 

treafurc that interofts my heart. Yes, Za- 

04 
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LETTER X 



*Wh05E hflppinefe, ^th the wfe 
inftruftor, ^is equal to that of the itian 
who hath a friend to live withj a friend to 
converie with^ and a .frien4 to embrace i 
wd fuch happinefe it i3 now my deftiny to 
^py. Behold me at CalcutUi under the 
lime roof with the gentle Saib, who was 
the choice friend of the ever-lamented 

Once more embarking on the bolbm 
of the beneficent Ganga, I was conducted 
b7 the gende Goddeis to Patna, where 
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die firft perfon that met my arrival was 
IK> other than Captain Grey himfelf. He 
inftantly recognized me, and received me 
with die ^ontaneous glow of cordial affec- 
ttOD. The few days that I rem^cd there, 
were chiefly occupied in viewing that an- 
cient city, which the refidence of the Eng- 
Ifli has recalled to the vigour of life. No- 
thing has more forcibly ftruck my mind, 
in the whole courfe of my joiirney, than 
the amazing contraft, in point- c^ fertility 
and cukiwmon^ between the territories of 
the Chriftian, and MulTulman Lords of 
Kindc^tan. In the MufTulman diffaiAs^ 
we behold nimed villages^ where/ inflead 
<if Ae cheerful noife of the mechanic, or 
Ac mingled hum of light-hearted loqua- 
city, univerfal (Scnce reigns j nor, in fome 
CRCC populous diftrifts, does any .hunttiR 
%^re meet the eye, j&ve that of fome foli- 
•ary Bramin, who^ abforbcd in contem|^- 
TtOQy fer&kes the haunts of mea 
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. - The chief flations of the Englilh, on 
the contrary, may cafily be traced by the 
flpiiriihingft^ of the country, ^hichfur^ 
rounds the9l:*« . there thp peaiant throws 
the grain mo the liberal bofom of the 
rwth^with chceifuhiels i affured, that he 
ihall reap the reward of his toil. Having 
paid his rent, |ie knpws that the remainder 
jwill be his own> ftor ^s that it will be 
wi^eiled from him by the open violence of 
the ipoilcr, or leized by the hard hand of 
rapacious avarice. Even when the heavens 
wthheld their fruftifying diftiUations from 
the thirfly earth, and gh^y famine ftalked 
through the provinces around, the benig- 
nant charity of the Englilh Chiefe fuftained 
^the. lives of thoulands: and thoufands 
more would have been faved from perilh- 
ing, had their religious principles permit- 
ted them to accept the prpfiered bounty *•, 

• The Englifh reader may, perhaps, object to 
the account of the Rajah, as being very different 
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The day after my arrival at Pattia^ Cap- 
tain Grey received the agreeaMe news erf* 
his having been prooMsd, by the Cover* 
general, to a oew appcHAtm<«nt, which de- 
manded Hs imfnediate attendcince at Cal* 
cotta. It was with plealbre that I accepted 
kis ol^ging invitation to aceompany htm 
thither. Several of his fHends a^eed to 
be rf the party. We proceeded in Budge* 
rows, fomifhed widi every aceommodatioft 
that coidd add pkafure to this delight^ 
voyage. 

As the channel of the river enlarged^ 
ifty heart bounded within nic at the cxpanfe 
of waters which liirrounded me. * Yet what 
is this ilream^ in all its majefty,' exdaimed 

fma xhst tde of honors, which has been (o ^mtnttf 
leceived. Which accovnt comes neareft to the troths 
Ast^ ifho havo; been eye wkaeiTe^ of the (m» de« 
icribed, can beft determine. 



1, * in c6mparifon of that mighty ocean 1 
dnt iitimdic& aby& i which all tiide. Eu-* 
it>peans have alreadjrpaffid*' Such is the 
d^«t^Iaiowfedgt Cffbe^nrquired hurt* 
^xtmcnty compareA » die anainmmts of 
thofe, wh^ie bofdms receive theisrateits of 
iviidom, flowii^ through the Hiou&ikd 
channels of expenence ! 

The noveky t]jf ^e pfdard2}ilie,.»il 
beaatiful iatnaj, ttmt Sequent)/ pre&atod 
itfdf to our eyes^ produced aftoniihmeat 
and delight i but the iinooaimon tndts of 
chara&er, which I obfi^rved in £>me of mj 
companiDns^ exhibited a noveky ftlfi more 
tntferefttng. As m tXAOificj I (hs^ onlf 
aaempt to defcribe to you a few of diofe 
features, in the character of one young 
Officer, from which you may form fome 
idea of die many lubj^edks of wonder with 
which a {hunger is &trounded when he en^ 
ters into the. ibcif ty of Qxrxftians* 
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The firft thing that attracted my atten-* 
tion toward diis young tnan^ was the beau^ 
ty of his countenances but the prepoffif^ 
lion was ibon doiie aw4y by the familiarity 
of his manners, and that indecorous want 
of reipfift t?Qward his foperiofs, which g^ve 
me inconceivable diiguft. When the fe;^ 
nior Chie& opened their lips to fpeak> in- 
Read of fiftemng in mute attention to the 
words of wifdom which proceeded from 
their mouths, he . interrupted their dif* 
courfe with fomc dally of wit, which not 
unfrequendy prefented all they had laid in 
fi) ridiiculous a point of yiew> as to excite 
the laughter of all prefenc Judge how this 
fhocked arid offended me ? Not a day paf- 
fed, in which he did not perform fomc 
wild pranks J. in thefe, however, there was 
fuch a mixture of plealantry, as to force 
mirth to get the better of anger. On ex- 
preffing to Captain Grey ^ my fuiprifc ar 
the lenity with which this young man 
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was tiiealscdi even by thofc whd itlfifercil 
from him, he gave me co uaderlbnd that 
the follies^ of which I complained, were 
occafi6oi»l. b^na'^ dsieale, cdled» itt their 
languige^Hi^H SPIRITS i a malady pecu^- 
liar to tlie cUtaate^ of Eiirope. This in- 
£>nnadon quickly diai^d my averlioa 
for the poor youth, into compaffion -, but^ 
furely> if thifi dS&sik bdvery common ia 
dio&'cKmates, it mbft be atremdiy isou- 
i>lerome : how hs^py is it/ chat it is noC 
infeftious ? I was very ibrry to Iqarn that 
he intended being o£ our party to Cd- 
ciitta^ and avoided, as much as p(^l^ 
having any communication with him i hvt 
my efibrts were vain; his diibrder mad^ 
him ib refUef^ that he never cemained ia 
one part of the Budgerow for tea ounuties 
at one time. 

It would be endle(s to repeat aU the 
fooleries of this^outh, during our voyage : 
1 fhall only mention the following, whicji 



^ be fuificient to give you a6 hk^ of 

le was on an cv^mfaig of tBbipso^^ 
ty. The air^ vthich had juft been rcjiiegitid 
hy a ' Nbith-^weftcr *, breat^d IWeec frs^* 
nnce $ >de}tght&d^ the r«creatipn of fii^ds, 
wh^n die cloods of veftmofieAC -h^ve been 
i£fflpai«i by the Suh oif t^tk : The dear 
blue ikjr iaw hfdf rifdeft cd oil the unnif^ 
iled boifom oft the Queen of Rivers. On 
die right.hand^ the lovely Oodde& (bietch<»^ 
^d her majeilic waves tp fiicU a diftahce, 
fhat die promment and k^7 baiiks^ wfakrh 
Jfbrnied her weftern girdle^ appeared to 
our view as. a^ black line .touching The 
horizon^ ^Atlefs than half a cois diftance 
on the left,. ^. a richly cidtivakd caun^ 
try fmiled upon us, through the various 
openings of a Mango grove ; which frc- 

*jA term itfed in IiMiia for a'partkidar ^cies oC 

.bwrrioine. . . . „ , 
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quentiy mtrude<J upon the vetdant flopc^ 
to ki(s the tref^s of Ganga., 

. We were teqflpted by the, beeuiy pf i t^ 
evening to go on (hore^ Ibmewhat Iboner 
than ufual: on our landing, innumerab^ 
docks q( peacocks, lorys, ..and other inha-^ 
iMtants of the grove> werc^in motioii, whoje 
waving their reiplendent plumage : in tho 
golden rays of the declining fon, i^vc.jui 
additional charm to the graces of this lovCr^ 
ly landfcape ^k 

• A late writer (Mr. Bdlhio^^ lA Im Reiga ol^ 
George the Third) in pcMtraying the horrid deeds of 
oar countrymen in Jndi^ and the calainitbos Ibfte ta' 
which that country was reduced, through their op- 
preffions> thuB exprefTes biiiliel#: * StriUngi iaiee4r 
is tiie oontraft between the fituadon of the cotdntry at 
this periodi andthat,- wluch we were told it enjoyed^. 
tft thi happy times of the Mogul Go^/emminf. TheP 
kingdom of Bengal, during along period Of peacefilt 
repoie, is defcribed as {tben) exhibiting tKtf-mofl; 
charnmig and pi^nrei^de iceneryi openitig into «lt- 
ttnfive glades, covert with a fiae ti|rf# and -tmer-^> 
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A mUk to die mxi >^ge w^s pa^ 
pofed> and agreed to by all the party^ ex- 
dpdng one licde ^t mai^, who ieemed^ 

iperied vnAi woods, Jilled^ith a varifij of birds tf 
ttauHful iobttrs ; among sfBers, peacocks Vaf abundance , 
Msk% oo the vaft honssoatal hFaoch^, di|>kyed tkeir 

*rh^ b^ncxolcnt reader wffl Be happy to karn from 
lEe aeeotmt of the Rajah, confirmed by the views of 
a late ingenious traveller (Mr. Hodges) that the race 
of peacocks has not been utter^ exterminated by the 
Qr$ie); Jf4p^(plty of i!^ Bri;^ Governpi^ of Bengal ! 
V t]be sufitpi^ntations of credulity' had. been always 
t^x^ii^ to exter^isd. objeds^ their confutation would 
\^^ been ^ eaiy ta^. j^ut who can follow t)ie MA 
t(HniaiV who pretends t^ expofe the iecret workings 
<l£the hinnaA aiBid> and piufuc^ the -^p&m of his {w* 
j)f^ eve?> to.the throng of God ! Who, fpeaking 
of tlie mi^mnn^itr, death of a man, who^ iervices had 
Ijcoo. an acknofvkdged benefit to his country, could 
^efim^ to fay, that ' though acquitted at the higheft 
hqmau tribun;^ he could ngc acquit himftlf^ or kope 
fit eKfuiieil at, tia^ fitr, mm awfuf iribum^ of vAick 



tipon all occafiom, tb nwfce the ftia^ of 
his own cafe the principal ob^ft'of hfe' 
concern: and whofe extreme ieI8£bne£r 
had given frequent cfi%aft to aff his fefoir 
voyagers. To him yoiiflgCicwiperatfaKftf- 
ed himfetf, declaring that he C€kM Hor 
think of leaving alone> m a ffhmge ebuilr^ 
try, £>vahzaMe ai'gehdemah. Pleafed aif 
this inftance of his benevolenccj we com^ 
mended his good-oaturCj and proceeded 
oaour waMc '' 

Fcdlowing the coiirfe of the tran^arent* 
Nullah % oa whofe banks we had landedi 

Ife dreaded to appear!^ Hiflory of tha, Rn^ftl o£i 
George the Third, vol. i, page 355. 

Inilea^ of die quotatbn from Petfitfs^ Unt wcidd 
Y^thor cpBchide f^ch a feiiiencci m^ tber i^e^i^f ^ff«^ 
Le^ nc^ 1^ weak onkmyiviiig^Jiiinct 

Piefume thy bolts to thrqwr^ ^ 
Or de^ damnation o'er the land 
On each I judge thy ibc, * 

^ Small ftreams. 

F 2 



w? Soofi ar^ved at a Apall village; mofi: c^ 
whofe peaceful inhabitants we found bulied 
at their iooms, beneath the ^riendly^ (hade 
of a far^llNreading banyan. In one. of the 
liwdred arbours formed by the defcending 
branches^ fat a mufician> who fofdy touch- 
ed the. chords of a zena: to the fweet 
£>und of; whichj the women^, and children^ 
unere jUftening widi mute attention^ 

Our approach prefcnted a new obje<a to 
their curiofity. The mufic had ccafcd j 
bMt -waS'CeaeWjed at the requeft of Captain 
^J^j: w^; entreated we inight give i^q 
interruption^ either to their labours^ or 
amufemenc.^ 

Mean dme the Chief of the viBage drew 
near, to perform the dudes of hofpitality. 
A young officer, who law him advancing, 
haftily enquired^ in pnglifli, whether we 
could be fuppUcd with nijlk from the vil- 



lage ? * Arcaa SaKfc, tamorrow Miilluk •V*' 
replied tha viUagier^ making^ a profound 
reverence. 'To-morrow wont da for us, 
friend/ replied the Officer, * we can't flaf 
here aU night/ And irdiiiwftg- tx> Ciptkin 
Grey, * we Have had a fhiidefi errand,*' 
feid he, ^ for the oW mart here, feys, we^ 

can have no milk till to-morrow/ 

• . ' . .1 

The poor feUow^ who had been-grcadf 
mortified by the abrupt manner inwhicK 
the gendqman had received his pfiered ci^^ 
vilities, nowt repeated them to Captain 
Grcy^in the ikme terms,- who lau^^d very- 
heartily at hisi friend, for fiiffering the ca^ 
fuat re&mblance ' between : the found o£ aa 
Englifh and a Bengal word to lead hiar 
into foch a miftake. : .> ^ : \ . ?• :^Y 

, Haying received from the vUlage ant 
ample fupply of the arti{:l€s .wccwaaticdr. 

• Is not this jrour coQntr^P-^coiniiuuid in |t w^d 
youpleafe! '" "^ 

'3 



we Mtamod, in fcarch cf oiir intnis,- fol- 



f We; fpon reached the Mango j^ov€> 
biit.wha^ wa^/oqr iufprife^. oq cmecing ic, 
tp fee die poor ^ gent^ei;^ ftFatningt^ 
unweildy liait>s 1» <grR^ daie trui^ -of a 
large tree, which he was attempting to 
cUmbb ^B&& a&.hh unwfzid kxSs. wbuld 
pt^mtot. : Famtiag £>r fareadi^ he . caft si 
loi:>kofdei^)air bajrom^ Coc^)er^ who &t 
perching on a bdi^Hi ^ die &me tjnee a-- 
hove > an4 ^hnir voice im< Heafd from a 
conliderablc diflanfce^ Vehetneint^: Vf^i^ 
his coriicdcnt cotiijiAnioti cb pi^^)cecd i '^ bilt 
two otdsrce feet ferttet, fldy-dear fir, anji 
you will be out of all -dimger/ <:rted he^ 
The poor gcndeman made an c£Fort, but 
flipped fe«ick to tht feftie Tituarion. ^ One 
o&er attempt, for Hcavtn^ls fake, my dfear 
fir,' rcfunied Cooper, ' or the tyger will 
hy hold of yoiir poor limbs.' ' Gra.- 



tious hi^airen!' crfed the gendemin^ iA 
agony. At theft i?ords, he caft a glancd 
arouiki, whidi w^ fttUf defcripthre <^ the 
horrors c(f hk fittiddoii. Ont percHving 
us^ he ihouted out) tbat Cooper ikd fecn 
a tyger: befeeching vs, at the iame tim^ 
to aifift hihi) and to tsdce care of omfelves. 
(Cxptsiti Grey, i;v)io immediately apfH^e^ 
handed foihe trick of young Qx^r, ea-^ 
qwed of the vai^rs, whether wy ty^ 
ger had been latdy fcen In the neighbour-* 
hood ? and, being anfwered in Ac nega- - 
tive, he prevailed on the poor gentleman 
fo defccnd. On further inveftigatton, it 
appeared that the young gendeman had 
been feized with a paroxyfm of his dift^ 
in our abfence, and that. die flxjry of die 
tyger bad been invented by him, in order 
to throw his poor unfiilpeding companion 
into the awkward fituation in which he 
found him ; and t# nrliitii he produced^ 
next morning, fb admirable a drawing, as 
excited a laughter m all who faw it : from 

P4 ' 
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ine, I . c6Afe&> it ixHoned an' un^i^ng 
fimk. But thefe £uropcjUis. do not ieem 
to think the cntcrtaimpenty that is pivt^ha-^ 
fed at. the e^penoe of the fteliogs of an^ 
pther> is too deairly paid for^ 

t ' - • • • • 

^Wc. arrived at Cakutts^ in the nighty 

and went dire<5Uy tp the houfe of a friend 

of, Captain Grey's, wh^re^ according tq 

the n4es of hofpitality, cllabliiflied in tim 

place, we w^ both invited tQ qt^e up 

our abode* ' 

The Governor General is now in' ti^ 
FQunt^, and as it is not propci* that X 
^p^ild ^ppe^^ till after I have been ii^tro--, 
dueed to him, | fhall have txothmg of anj. 
coniequence to write for fymi^ days. 
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It has always been my intendon t:o com<^ 
tnuinicate to you a fiidiful copy of the firft 
impreffion made upon my mind, by every 
new ol^fb prefented to it; but knowing 
the aptitude of ignorance to &1I into the 
path of error, I am not without apprehen-^ 
fionS, thati while I intend to inform, I 
may p6ffibiy mHkad. This (haDnot, Jidw 
cver, deter me from purfuing my phm, 
but only rendef me more careful in form- 
ing my judguieht. 

Experience has already taught trie, that 
the condufions, which are formed with 
precipitance, are almoft always retracted 
with fhame: thu^ for inftance, when X 
hear theie Chriftians introducing, in fanii^ 
l)ari conyerfiuttpn,/thte; name of their jS* 
migbty QreatoTj upon the moft trifling oc-* 
fafioQsi Tisff^ |baiccime$> as it would ap^ 
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pear, merely to ftipply the lack of matter, 
and to fill the chafms of conyeriation ; I 
can Icarcely forbear from accufing them of 
ioipiety. But a nranmt'i :2!dfo3km cin- 
vittces. me of the ibfiiidity of fisppoGng 
that they^ ^hro boaft the light and pnvi-. 
kgbBf tatUuiiie rrrdacbn, can be geitf 
of in«ycn!irt:e to the Suphsme ! 1 thene- 
£ire aasdude, that idien thefe Cht^Rkm 
j^ronomce, ^ith &i muth eafe, tiut Nomip^ 
ifdiuA id Md^ hf levery ffibat BindDp, in 
tM ^t» tmtitssix^ m bb taceeitd, except 
nfmi thfe gn&v«fl:> and inoft t^tm occsi* 
fions; and which no failjtif^' J4igfSdhia«» 
was ever known to pronounce, without 21 
fattfe/'iti te frdfti ii ^ehfcidufiitfs ^ their 
#Mi fuperia^ pfefy, ^di difey, &kibdeJI, 
ittH^ft^i eWfcte^ tbe*ft W Aia dfcgftt «f 
&ndi^ty ^v»^ thtW Mafe<i^n 

~.AilkHfcr*iflMlS* (rf^fh^^iteafcina Has 



ta the Didioiiary^ I found to be tiiiu of 
the eUrmd pun^ment rftbefmiAn beSl. I 
^luddered bo think, how ofcoi I had heaid 
this dreadful doom pronounced by: fonts 
(^ fldy fellow-traTcllcrs, not .only on dieii* 
own fouls, but on that of many of. their 
brethren ! but, on more maturely confi- 
derihg the matter, I found it more agree- 
able to the precepts of their religion, as 
well as to Ad dlftates ofeommon fenfe, 
to conclude, that in my imperfect know- 
ledge of the language, the negative had 
fefcaped me: and thus, what founded in 
my cars as the mofl: dreadfiil imprecation, 
was, in reality, an ejaculation uttered io 
the fpirit ^f that charity, which teaches tQ 
pray for their enemies, even in the mo- 
ment of wrath. Looking upon it in this 
ptcpr light, I could not but admire the 
fervor with which I laft mght beard many 
pctltiohs of this kind preferred for the 
ibul of a General Officer, who had intro- 
duced certain r^iulBdam into the icjndce^ 



Iqf wbich thefe gentkmen confidered diem- 
Irlves aggrieved And I make no doubt; 
that had the animadverfions of diefe young 
0ien been reported to Um, he would 
haye bad die charity to pray for them 
mil finular fervency I 



' A GREAT man/, faith he whole words 
*re incomparable as wifdom, * fliould ipeafc 
kindly, without jneannefs; he Ihould be 
Valiant, without boafting; he Ihould be 
generous, Ihedding his bounty into the 
diih of the worthy i he fhould be rclblute, 
but not raih/ This is the charafter of a 
great man * ! And fuch a one have I 
this day fecn. 

• See HJetopa4ea^ 
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It would be vain to attempt defcribing' 
to you my feelings, while I ftood in the 
prcfcfice of this truly exalted pcrfonagc. 
Of him, who, uniting the lofty fpirit of 
the renowned Acbar *, with the penetra- 
ting, and comprehenfive genius of his 
ftill more renowned minifter, has (hewn 
bimfelf fuperior to both, in Ichemes o£ 
found and extenfive policy i as well as ia 
that pure, and blefied fpirit of humanity, 
which has difHnguifhed every aft of lus 'ad- 
miniflration. ' 

XKe pious Hincjoo, no longer forced 
CO fubmit to laws, diat arc repugnant to 

* The Emperor Achar was the cqtempoiary of 
our Queen Elizabeth, and is one of the few monarchs 
on whofe diaradter pofterity can • dwell with feelings 
ofrcfpcft and admiration. The choice of fuch ami- 
cider as the great Abual Fazel, is a fufHcient proof 
of his penetration. Kindred fouls naturally difcover 
each other/ 



die ^irit of his faith i no longer judged bf 
the unhallowed ordinances of ftfangers, 
beholds, with extatic gratitude, the holy 
Shafter^ rifing, at the command of this 
erdi^tened Governor, to ht once morer 
the ftandard of his obedience. 

The fime benevolence, which has re- 
ared to our nation the invahiaUe privi- 
lege of being tried by our own laws, has 

projeftcd the extenfion of the feme fevour 
to the Mahomadcn inhabritants of Hindof* 
tan. A tranflation of the Hcdaya f , botft 
into the Perfian and Engltfh languages, I 
am well aflured, is about to take place^ 
arid diua the' haughty- MuflWrnan will re- 
ceive, from Chriftian magnanimity, a de- 
gree of'fa'i^our and proteftion, which the 
laws of his Prophet never taught him to 

. * Code of GentOQ Laws> tranflated hy Mr. 
Halhed. 

' f Conlmentary on the MoiTidman LawSj tranflated 
b}r Mr. Hamilton. 
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bdteiiwl Soi^^j one fuch a£k b wdsdi i 
thou&nd of thoic deeds oC heroes, -wbcSt 
&m^ is wnoDen in teccevs of i:dood, i^^joo- 
the fields of defblation ! juft as it xi &idy 
diat * truth being weighed againft a thou# 
fmd\^piavidnjugs^ ^vms fbuod ta be of 
more coniequence thaa the thQuTswd oSer^: 
ings*' ^ . 

At the houlb of ^ Gosr^tnor GeA|9ral» 
I was intarodoced, by Captain Grey, to fe-^ 
vcmlr gendemcn, both in the civil and mi^ 
litary departments. They w^re all- ex-^ 
trenacly kind, and; obliging to m^ and. 
appeared to be no ^ftraogecs to thofe kws^ 
of hoipitidity, of which our naticai has longji 
cQfsfidered itfdf as the exclufitve po(Iefibr4 

I was invited \xf the Governor Gei)eral> 
himfetf^ to a notch, or, ^s they e^prefs itj 
a ludli widch w^s w>*be ^vm in the even- 
ing, in a houie appropriated to that pur- 
pafc. On enquiry, I fgund that the 
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dancers were to be aU Englijk; a drrtitti^ 
ftance that delighted ine, as I have hi^ 
therto had no opportunity of feeing any of 
their females. 

I waited with impatience for the houf 
which was to take us to the place s^point<« 
cd : but as neither Captain Grey, nor any 
of his friends, had the fame degree of cu- 
riofity, .the greater, piart of the company 
were affembled before, we reached the 
room. When we entered it, ^unazement^ 
^d dplight, took poffeifion of my foul. 
It is impoffible to. convey to yqu, bywords, 
any idea of the Jbeautiful objeds that fiir- 
rpundcd me : but you may judge^of the 
tranfcendent power, of their charms, whenK 
I tell you, that they fhone forth with in- 
vincible luftre, in Xpite of the deformity of 
a drefs, which appears to Jiave been ip-^ 
vented by envy, with an intention of dis-^ 
figuring the faireft works of nature. Thefe 
iQVdy. cxcaturc^, .to. the number of about 



brie hundred, were leated on benches in 
the Europe^' fafhion, arid finiled> arid 
talked, to thft gentleriien who addrcflcd 
ihettii teith great ipiriti and vi^city : but 
this I did riot wonder at; as I had been 
told by Grey> that they all either were^ or, 
bad be^ Dancers^ and, you know, women 
bf that prdeffiori ^re ieldom at a lols for 
conycriation. 

The great man having entered, and re- 
ceived the compliments of die company 
aifter the manner of* his nation, which con- 
fifts of very little ceremony, the dancing 
commenced.- But jiiclge of my aftoniflx- 
ment, when I beheld the dancing girls led 
out— not by their matters — but — debafing 
irieannefe ! cacK by an Englifh Chief! 
Sincere! as my rc^eft for the Governor 
General certainly is, I could not reftrain 
thy indignatfon at feeing Chiefs, and mili- 
tary Commanders of high rank and autho- 
rity, thus publicly degrading thcmfclves 

VOL. I. Q« ' 
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by dancing for his amufement. How m« 
confUbent, thoiight I^ is die condiifb of 
mortals! Theie nien> who plume them*^ 
felves ifxm their notions of liberty, and 
yidependcnce, iiibmit^ without iebi£tance> 
to an iRdagnity^ to which die Omrahs of 
the empire^ who> in the ilays of its greac- 
nefsj fiirrounded the royal Mumudy and 
proftrated themfelves to iaiute the dxAp 
vrbich was (haken from the feet of royalty^ 
would fooner have died than have &b- 
mitted I Though, on the part of the En- 
gUfh Chiefsj^^it appeared entirely volun- 
tary, yet 1 thought I could perccwq that 
many of dxern felt fuffident rept^;nance ta 
this degrading bufinefs, which they went 
througK with that fcrt of heroic apadiy 
foid tndiSerence, which you have beheld 
in a crinunaji of our nadon when about to 
be.ha^d, JEndccd, I never law a dance 
So very litdc amufing. The gcfturcs of 
the women T^ere as little grace&l as theif 
dreis I and had it not been for. the fixtr^me 
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beauty of their cdjuntcnafices^ I confeisi I 
ifaould fbon have been tired with looking 
At them, 

A getitlemari, whbni I h^ ^h in thd 
morning, told mc, that his wife wifted td 
be introduced to xtic. The requeft for^ 
prifed me j but as I kne# the g^ftlett&ft 
to be a perfon^ge of high rank and cha*- 
rafter,! prepared to follow him. He con- 
duftcd me to the oppofite fWe of the room, 
and led me up to a group of Bibbys> whoni 
I had miftaken fol* fupefannuated dahdng 
girfs, but whom I now, to my infihitti 
aftonilhment, difcovered to be the wivM 
of men of rank and emmence, wiiofe 
names^, according to the cuftom of their 
country, they bore. I could not find my- . 
felf hi the prefcncc of thcfe ladies without 
experiencing a cohfiderable diegree of dm- 
barrafiment; this was by no means the 
ca& with them^ like other femslles, they 
all ipoke at once,, and feemed endg^t^ 

0^2 
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with niuch loquacity. They looked at rate' 
with, fteady countenances, totally void of 
that modeft timidity, which is the moft 
ineftimable gem in female beauty. That 
glare of colouring, which, at firft fight, 
caught my foul in the net of aftonifliment, 
Idl, by degrees, its power of enchantment, 
And as the nightingale*^ after having 
viewed, with fhort-lived rapture, the 
Iplendour of the gaudy tulip, returns with 
frcfli delight to the contemplation of his 
beloved rofc ^ fo did my foul^ in the m':;'^ 
of this blaze of weftern beauty, turn to the 
remembrance of the gende graces, and 
endearing charms of my beloved Pryma- 
Veda I. The lovelineis of eyes, ^arkling in 
beauty, may attraft our admiration, but; 

* This funile« the Rajaii feems to have borroweci 
from the Perfian., Of all the poetical fables of the 
Eait^ none is fo frequently alluded to, in the compo- 
iitidns 6f the Perfian writers, as that which fuppofes^ 
the nightingale to be violently enamoured with Aor 
rofe» , . 
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the bare recolleftion of thofe which beam-- 
ed with the foftnefi of tender affedion, is 
yet more precious to the foul ! 

Loft in thcfe refleflions, I became infen- 
fible to the fcene around me ; and incom- 
moded by the extreme heat of the room, 
I took the firft opportunjiy of departing. 
The green horfes of Surraya had feen mc 
perform my morning ablutions in the 6^ 
cred ftreanf, before my friend Grey rc^- 
turned from this nofturnal fcftival. 



I KNOW you would deem it an unpar^ 
donable negleft, ihould I fey n6thing.to. 
you of the city itfelfi wliich, under the 
auipices of him who is the liberal patron 
Q.3 



of cv&y ufeiuli and every ckgant ajr^ ^w 
already become worthy of being die Capi- 
tol of an empire. 

Calcutta prefents to the eye of a ftrenger, 
a (peftacie, delightftil from its novelty, and 
amufing from the variety of its fcencs. 
This city, which fo fhort a time fincc as 
the Subahlhip of Coflim Ally Cawn, con- 
fiftcd of nothing more than a mean fort, 
and a few furrounding huts, now fees rows 
of magnificent palaces, adorned by all the 
beauties of architefture, ftretching along 
the banks of this favoured Mouth of the 
Ganges, to the diftance of feveraJ miles. 
'The extent, and grandeur, of the fortrcfs, 
have never failed to imprefs the Afiatic 
beholder with fcntiments of awe, and ad- 
miration i but all the defcriptions we have 
received tended rather to ^ve an idea of 
its (^ngchi than beauty: it is pre-eminent 
in botli: and when die eye fiirveys, even 
but a part of this grand and mafl^ Aruc^ 
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mxt^ taking in, at the fame glance, a view 
of the elegant buildings of the town, fepa- 
rated from each other by gardens, rich in 
vegetable beauty, the filler current of the 
river, as it is partially feen, gliding be- 
tween the Ihips of every colour, fliape, anC? 
nation, which here wave their various 
ftreamers on its bofomj it isimpoffible 
for imagination to conceive a fight more 
chaiming. Add to this, the variety to be 
feen in the ftreets, where you behold a 
ironcourfe of people, whofe drefi, com- 
plexion, religion, and manners, all diBfer 
widely from each other i and whofe nuttt* 
bers are |b nearly eqwUed, that it is inn 
polBible to fey who is icbe ftranger. All 
appear vo be at home. Here the holy 
' Fakeer, with no oAer d*ds than « piece 
c^ muflin wrapped round his Jean, atnd 
^ drivelled limt», walks with fotded amfer, 
ruminating on fome paflage of the-^hply 
Shafter, and ftriying^ by penapqe and mor- 
tification, tQ facilieafie the XRoment of ab- 
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fbrption and unchanging bli& There tfa^ 

Qjrbaned MufTulman^ from (he top of aq 

adjoining minorat, adjures die followers of 

Mahomet to attend the hours of devotion- 

in the holy Molque j while the ftatcjy Ar- 

menian> the money changing Jew, ^d the 

no lels money-loving Englilhman, mingle; 

on the beach j too intent on their affairs 

of traffic, to liften to aqy voice faye that 

which calls to the temple of ^.aclhmi *• 

« 
Eqropean chariots, various in their fbrm^ 

and elc^nt in their ftru6ture> drawn by 

horfes decjfLed in filv§r..ili|dded harijeis, 

glide Hke meteors along die ftreersi paf- 

fing, ijj their caree/, the CQuntiy hackery f , 

the heavy loaded camel^ and everi.the 

majeftic, . byt uncweildy^ ^ elephant, who 

Iturning up his great probofcis, ponders at 

tbe noife and buftle whiqh furrounds hirn, 

•'Godieii of Riches. 

f Small covered carts> drawn by bollocks, wiuch 
ttt m genend mk fill over India. 
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Shall Ignorance be for ever leading 
pic into error ? And ihall experience never 
be ^ble to defend me againft the dangers 
j>f mifcpnception, and miftake ? I diis 
mofning accompanied Captain Grey intx> 
the* country, ' in ai^ open vehicle, called a 
Buggy, drawq by one horfe, which .he 
himfelf drove. It was the firft opportu^ 
nity we had for conver&tion, fincethe 
governor's notch i and he was anxious to 
know my opinion of it. * What do yon 
think of the ladies,* cried he 5 * did you 
not think fome of them very beautiful ?' 
I anfwered^ ' that as to beauty, I muft ^ 
confe6, I thought the ladies had but a 
jflender Ihare in every relpeft, ilo^m only ' 
excepted, compared tp that which adorn- 
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cd the dancing girls; they, indeed, were 
beautiful!' * 'Tis them I mean,' returned 
he; * you do not think I could txptGt 
you to admire the old painted witches, to 
Mrhom — - introduced you V ' I could 
never have thought of giving the appella- 
tion of ladies to dancing ^rls,' returned 
I, gravely. * Dancing girls V repeated 
he, burfting into a fit of laughter, * Why 
ihc ladies, whom you few dance, were, 
many of them> married ladies, of rank 
and diftinftion ; the lovely Mrs. * *% . 
and her ftill more lovely fitter, were of 
the mimber/ ' Is it poflTible,* cried 1, 
^ that men of rank can balely contami- 
nate their honour, by fufifering the^r vrivcs 
and daughters to (loop to the degnuting 
employment of dancers to the G. G — \ 
* Why,' returned Grey, alntioft iufibcated 
with laughter, ^^ do you imagine diey 
danced to pkafc him ?* * Whom fhould 
you all dance to pleafe, but him,' rejomcd 
I, pceviftily, a little picqiied by th^^cxr 
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cefe jrf his mirth. * Forgive itie, clear, 
^aarmilla,' returned my companion j ^ I 
confefs nothing could he more naiural 
than your miftake: I certaiidy ought to 
liftvc ^Biformed* yoi^ that dancing is a fa* 
yourite amufement in Europe 5 it forms 
part of die educaitian of both fexes, and to 
dance gracefully, is aff accomplilhmcnt 
on which women are taught to fet a very 
high valup ; nor is it without reafon diat 
It is thys efteemed, for nothing fets oflFthe 
chg^rms of a line woman to greater advan^ 
tage. f Did you not jemark the young 
lady in the blue and filver ?' continued he. 
* The elegance of her figure, the gfacefiil- 
nefe- of aU her motions, the animation that 
Iparkled in her eye, and the fenfibility that 
glowed in her countenance. Never did — ' 
but here a fudden flop was put to the ha- 
rangi4f : in the vehemence of his dcfcrip- 
I'^qij Qiy fri<^ had neg^6ted the manage* 
Tnejdt q( the reins 5 the wheels of the car- 
(i^ge were intercepted by the ftump of 4 
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decayed tree, and the horfc, impatient of 
the interruption, begun to fret, and rear, 
till the love -pierced charioteer, applying 
his whip to the untbrtunatc animal, forced 
him to make a Ibdden fpring, which at 
once jExtricated him from confinement, 
and broke the carriage to pieces. We 
were both thrown p a confiderable dif- 
tance, and though neither of us received 
any material injury, we were fufficiendy 
bruiied to make us remember ihe lady in 
the Hue and'filver for fome days to come. 



It is upon thofc fubjefts which particu- 
larly excite my curiofity, that I find it 
moft difficult to procure information. 
Captain Grey, who is always wilHng to 
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oblige me, when I call upon him for in- 
ftruftion, is naturally of fo filcnt a difpofi- 
tion, that I fear to trouWc him by a multi- 
plicity of queftions. : When, happily, he, 
of his own accord, engages in converfetion, 
he appears to poflefs a mind, enriched by 
the ore of knowledge ; adorned by the gem 
of.tafte; and enlightened by the ftcady 
torch of intelleft. . 

The war, in which his nation is at pre- 
fcnt engaged, is a liibjeft he feems particu- 
larly afliduous to avoid : for, alas ! my 
friend, it muft be confeffed td thee, that 
thefe ChriftianS' do not always, as I have 
hitherto fuppofed, carry arms only to re- 
drefs the wrongs of the injured, to .aflcrt 
the caufe of the oppreffed, or to defend 
themfclves from the invaders of their coun- 
try j— they aftually make war upn om ano- 
ther ! 
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i have^ in v^, (ought in their Shaftef 
for fome precept that might give a fiuidiori 
to this cuftom, for fome incideht> ih the 
life of dieir gireat Teacher^ that might af- 
ford a pireccdem for human biitcherjr. 
Buti DO. Whether I turn to the life and 
conver&don of the Founder^ or to the 
precepts and example of his fkft fol- 
lowers, I find but one Ipirit — the fpirit of 
peace, of love, die meekncfs of charity, 
ami the magnanimity of forgtveneis. How 
then, comes W^r ? that icourge of man^ 
kind \ nmCe o( guilt ! and parent of d^* 
lation ! How comds it to be pra£bifed by 
die proleflbrs of a religion, which pro^ 
claimed * peace on earth, and good-wiU 
toward the children of men?* I confeis 
that this queilion has greatly puzzled ine ; 
and I can folve it in no other way, than by 
fuppofing, that the Chriftian Shatter,, pre- 
fented me by Percy, is not complete : and 
that an additional revelation hath, in after 
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timesf, been afforded to thefe CKriftians: 
in which iiq>plement to the Gofpels^ it is 
ordamed^ that whe:n ^ fufiicienr number of 
Chriftian men zxt united together, to form 
an armjr^ a brigade, or any otiier military 
divilion s and. are drefTed in a particular 
colour, blue, or fcarlet, or a mixture of 
both, they (hall be Kcenfed to commie 
murder^ at the command, and by the au* 
thojity, of their religious fiiperiors (provi- 
ded they are in the regular receipt of pay 
fer.fo doing) ; and that all the (laughter, 
blood(hed, and devaftatioi}, (b committed 
«ipon their Chrifiian brethren (for wbdle 
£dv2Ction they believe a Saviour to havt 
delcended from above, and in whofe (b- 
cicty they hope to live for ever in the 
Kingdom of Heaven) (hall no .longer be 
termed. Murder ^ but Glory 'l . 
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* By whom was coxiftrudtod that jewel 
of a word, that monofyllable, friend* V 
Prailc to Vccftinuj for the lettef I have 
juft received from thee. It was brought 
by the Dauk from Benares^ and its pre- 
fcnce refrcfhes my fouL 

Your apprehenfions of the incpnveni- 
ences to which you thinlc I muft be fub- 
jefted, among thefe Chriftians, are with- 
out foundation. It is true, I meet with 
many things that would greatly fhock tncj 
did I not confider, that that variety of 
manners, as well as of fentiments, which 
is pleafing to the fuperior divinities, ought 
not to be dilpleafing to us. I neverthelels 
cannot be eafily reconciled to that cuftoni 
of devouring the flefh of fo many inno.- 

• Heetopades. 
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tffcnt, arid uriofFcndirg animals, wh6fe Uvjfts 
kre daily facrlficccji in order tp procure: a 
flibrt-livedj and infelcganc chjoyment, to 
the vitiated palates of thefe vplpptuariesi 
The injuftice dcHie to thefe ; animafc, i,5i 
however, amply reyenlged,^ by the qyal^- 
ties of the liquors, which it is ,thc cuftpift 
to fwallow at the cohclilfioh of thefe cruel 
feafts ; and whicli, wheri taken in grfeat 
quantities, feldom fails tb pervert the fcii* 
fes, and reduce the reaferi to a temporary 
ietel with the viftirts of their gluttony: 

In regard to the ceremonies of the Chri- 
ftian religion, of whicTi you want to be 
informed, I am Ibrry I canhot latisfy your 
curiofity; Were I Unafcquamted with the 
peculiar precepts df their Shaftel*, I fhould 
be furprifed at the little appearance of de- 
votion that is to beobfcrved among themj 
but knowing tha^it is exp*efily colnmand- 
cd them to * prdy in feeret,* and not ^- 
pcar unto mtn to faft, my wonder is 

VOL. I, R 
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dunged into admtfation at the ftriftneft 
Md punftuality widi wluch they adhere to 
die (xecepc ! The fime fecreqr is» in* 
deed^ enjoined them widi regard to dieir 
mBts of charity^ but it mi^ be corfefled 
diat, in this pardcuhfi diey are not qutt# 
lb ftrupulous. 

I yefterday accocnpaiucd Capcaui Grey 
to a hall> caUed a cofiet^houfe, where it 
is die cuAofn for gendemen to meet and 
converfe on bufinefi, or poUdcs. We no 
fooner entered^ than I oblerved the eyes 
of my coo^Muiion to fix iqpon a young man 
of about ievent^n or eighteen years, who 
&t 10 a comer of the room^ appaiendy re* 
dring from oblervadon. Melancholy and 
dcjjedUon were painted on a countenance> 
which the hand of nature had endowed 
w^ manly beauty. The meannefs of his 
a^ire ppodaimed him to be no &vounfio 
of ]j»QkftfflEu*j but his dk feenoied fui^cd 

• Tbe Goddeidof Portiflw. 
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to a better garb. Captain Gity took up 
a printed paper^ which lay before him> buc 
his eyes were frequently turned toward the- 
youths and his mind appeared abfbrbed in 
rcfle6tion. A perfon, at length, entered, 
who addrefled die young man, by the 
name of Morton. * Morton!* repeated 
Grey, (pringing toward the youth, hi» 
eyes gfiftening with pleafiire, and his man* 
ly countenance animated by the glow 
which warmed his bolbm, * Morton,' re- 
peated he, * was the name of my firfl 
friend, my worthy tutor'; and every fea* 
ture telk me, that you, (ir, muft be his 
fen.* * The reverend Mr. Morton, . of 
, was my father,* returned the 
young, man. • Then you are the ion 
of my old friend,* cried Grey, taking the 
jpoung man by the hand; and you muft 
look on me as a brother': but this is no 
place,' continued he, * to -have all my 
qucftions anfwered ; you mtift come home 
widi me, and let me hear every pardcylar 

K 2 
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re ipefting the fituadon of your £imiy^ 
and eipccially that of your worthy father^ 
whoj I hopCy is yet alive ?' ^ Alas ! No $^ 
returned Morton: ^ it pkaied Heaven to 
take him fiom us inward of ten mondis 
ago.' The tear of filial fenfilxlity, which 
trembled in the eye of Morton, appeared 
to be infedious; my fiiend Grey leemed 
afraid of it ; and taking the young man by 
the arm, he inftantly led him to thehoule 
that is now our home. 

On our arrival there, he engaged the 
yoyng man to give him a recital of all 
diat had be&llen his fiunily, lince the pe- 
riod in which he had been under the tui- 
tion of his father. The rdation was fhort, 
andfimple. 

His &ther, who it feems was a prieft erf' 
the order of Curates (for fo, at my requeft> I 

he wrote die word) had> in his old age, 
been aOailed by diieafe, and afflifted by 
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poverty : dckth, at length, came to his 
releaie, and fent him to c^tain the reward 
of virtue b the region df felicity. 

The young man, after this event, pro- 
pofed to vifit India 5 hoping, that in a re- 
gion, which fince the foundation of the 
world ha.$ .been pouring out her treafures 
to enrich Ae yarious countries of the 
earth, he might acquire a competence for 
the fupport of his mother and lifters. 
With the . reluftance of a fond parent, 
ftruggling between the diftates of pru- 
dence, and the yearnings of afFeftion, his 
mother at length yielded to his entreaty. 
She was the Iboner induced to do fo, from 
the confideration of the many affluent re- 
lations ihe had in the capital ; all of 
whom, ihe fondly hoped, would ftrain 
every nerve to promote the intereft of 
her fon. To all thefe affluent relations, 
flic wrote in his behalfi requefting from 
^em letters of introduftion to fome of 
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itit pent Cfaie& in JbcUa, and having pre- 
fented him witb thefe harbingers of fii«- 
cure fortune, (he fuflfered him to depart, 
loaded widi maternal blefliDgs. On hi& 
arrival at ihe capital, which they caU Loni- 
don, he c&l not fiul to viiit thole rek- 
dons on whom depended li^ pro^fb of 
Aiture felicity. 

Some c£ them, having, been under* pe« 
cdku* obligations to lus &ther, would, he 
doubted not, rejoice in this opportunity oT 
difchar^ng their debt of gcatkude ; but it 
^mfortunately happened^ that he neyen 
could find any of them at home. 

After repeated di&ppointmcnts^ he wrote 
<lo each of them, enclofing his mother'k 
letters to daem ; and after many days of 
amdous foiicitude, he received the anfweiB 
of thofe on whom his hopes had been prinr 
cipally i^ced. They all grieved at not 
having it in their power to fervc him: 
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they could not but be ibny^ extreme^ 
forry, that he had fet out in the mxA un* 
lucky moment poffibk ; for one had juft 
procured an app<Hntment for the fen of his 
taybr, and could not a^n trouble his 
friends in power with a finnlar appUcadom 
Another had lately made it a pcnnt never 
to iblicit any thing, for any perfon out of 
his own family. A thirds kd given up, 
fome years ago, all corrd^ndence widi 
Inda; and a fourth^ had made a recent 
vow, never to plague his friends with let- 
ters of introduAion. Monifiedj and dif* 
|nrited, with diefe various di&ppointments, 
he was on the point of ^ving vip the pun- 
fuits when his hiKUady, who had formerly 
lived in his Other's pariflii informed him« 
ihat her dai%hter*s hufband had a fiiend, 
who was imimately acquainted with a 
butcher, who had a vote in a boroii^> of 
which one of the Dire6tor$ of that com^ 
pany of Merchant, who have become ihft 
Soverei ns of fo great a part of India, was 
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Che reprefcntacive ; by this train of intereli; 
ftc hoped to do $>qpt^^ing for him. (The 
good woni^n's hopes, and honefl: endea- 
vours, were npt fruftrated.) Through the 
fiieod of her dayght^'s hufbaod^ fl^q pro- 
cured fyr hHn an intrpduflion to die flayer 
of cattk) who prevailed with the Diredor, 
to fiivour the Cuiat^';i ijbn with 9l letter c£ 
introduftioh to ODe of th? Ei>gli(h Chicfe 
at this pkce ; and^ at (he fame dmej g^ve 
turn an x>rder for hi3 p^i&ge in ooe o[ th{i 
Company's (hips, ^ ' ^^ 

His fufferings on the voyage wer^ many^ 
^ut his ardour was invincible* Immediate- 
ly on his 'arrival at Calcutta, he prc&ntcd 
die letter, on which w^ founded aU his 
fijture ho|>es> but, alas! what, w^ his 
mortificadon, oa beixig told^ by the great 
man to whom it was adcfaieffled^ that it was 
^nly one of a hundred applications of th^ 
t£une kind^ the twentieth part of- which it 
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ms^ utteiiy impoffible for him to attenc^ 
to! 

In a land of ilrangcss, without friends^ 
jnd without bread, too modcft to folicit, 
^nd too proud to bear the harfhnefs of rc- 
pulfe,- wkhoyt feeling its indignity, is it 
%o pt wondered that he was reduced to de^ 

foondency ? 

* '■ ■ 

It wa$ at this period, in the^moment c^ 
4eje£tion and defpair, that he was diko^ 
yerec^ by the worthy friend of Percy, in 
^hom he has, indeed, found a brother. 

This incident i^ms to have entirely ba« 
niftied that filence, and referve, which 
I have hitherto coi\fidered as natural to the 
temper of my friend. Rou&d by the ar- 
dour of friendfhip, he exerted, in its caufc, 
^ his eloquence and aftivityj and, in two 
days, procured for the young man an ap- 
pointment, which will foon enable him to 
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-the obBgttioM he owes to pircufil 
i»dcfKrfi> mith tbc fubftandal proo& of 
flialafiedioflu 



I RATE ibr feme days laboured mder »s j 
ipcfiQ)ofitk>&s which has kept me from go« 
isg abroadL The moft momfpng circuro^ 
Caate attendmg my confinement is the « 
deprivation of the pkaiure I promifed mj^ . 

fili> in accompanying Grey to the houfis | 

of £>aie nohle Saibs, wheie numbers o€ 
VSJbies were aflembled. By the accounts 
I icccived from hini, on his return from 
llicfe parties, I could eafily pwccive that 
the remembrance of the bruifesj, we re- 
ceived in our fall,, had not been able to 
g^e him any antipathy to the lady in the 
iltu and Jlvir. As ofben as he was dii^ 
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poiAted m his expe£tations of f<^g her 
at any (^ thoie feails> the di&ppointmeiit 
\¥as vifible m his countenance, and he cut 
flioit all cnquities, by declaring, that the 
viiit had been very fttipid. But if the even- 
ing was Q>ent in her pre&nce, hilarity 
ihiiled in every feature, and joy&lnefi 
beamed from his eyelids. 

I longed to lee a female, capable of 
making fo deep an impreffion, on a nund 
fo fblid ; and as foon as I was able to g3 
abroad, J accepted^ with eagemefs, an in-» 
vitation to the houie of a £riend> where 
ihe^ and oiany other ladiesi, were expefted 
to ipend the evening. Captain Grey Juu^ 
in his impatience, ordered our Pallenkeens 
at fo early an hour, that we were at his 
friend's houie bng before any other gueft 
appeared j The ladies, at length, came; 
and I recognized the features of feveral 
whom I had feen at the notch ; but' me- 
thought they appeared more modcftj « 



ti^ell as more beautiful, than when I mit 
took them for dancing girls, fo much is our 
opinion under the dominion of our ima- 
gination. I was now eager to liften to their 
difcourfc, and delighted in the expeftation 
of hearing wonk of wifdom proceeding 
from the lips of beauty. Wife might be 
the v/ords they uttered, and truly edifying 
their converfation j but, unhappily for met 
I was too ignorant of the topics phey dif- 
cuffed, to receive much benefit, 

- Two ladies, who had juft arrived from 
England, engroffed the greatcft Ihare of 
the difcourfe : innumerable queftions were 
put to them, which they anfwered with 
great quicknefe and volubility. In the 
courfe of their converlation, frequent men- 
tion was made of public places s by which 
I underiland inftitutions, fimilar to thofe 
formerly eftabliflied at Athens, where the 
«nowned Socrates, Plato, Zcno, &c. ini- 
tiated their difciplcs in the myftcries of 



wiiHom and philoibphy : whatever are tKd 
fciences taught at thofe modern feminaries 
of taile and learning, the minds of theie 
ladies feemcd to have acquired the moft 
lively relilh for them ; and the name 
ofVeftris* (who I take to be one of the 
principal of their inftruftors) was never 
mentioned without the epithet of delight- 
ful ! charming ! divine ! 

It is not furprifing, that to thefe fe- 
males, fo well inftruded, fo learned, and 
fcdate, flipuld be entrufted the moft im- 
portant concerns of the ftate. Such an 
one's having bad an affair with a certaiii 
great man, was frequently mentioned : but 
fo great was the modefty of thefe ladies;,, 
that not one of them ever hinted at having 
had an affair with any great man herfclf. 

While" I was employed in liftening to 
thfs converfation, my friend Grey was 

• A celebrated Opera Daoicer, 
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too imich occupied with the young hdf^ 
whofe charms hsd captivated his heart, tx> 
pay attendon to any other obje&» In con« 
verfing with her» he feemed inlpired widt 
unuiiial eloquence ; and I was happy to 
perceive that die hir maiden appeared 
not inienlible to his at'tention ; but imiled 
upon him with angel-like fweetnefi and 
complacency. 

I have already oblerved to you^ that tto^ 
thing can be more awkward, and ungrace- 
fid, than the drefs of thefe females ; their 
robes, inftead of Ming in ealy and grace^ 
fill folds around their limbs, are extended 
on huge frames^ made of bamboo» or 
fome fimilar material, and gives to their 
figure very much the Ihape of a Moor 
Punky* The only ufcful ornament 
they have, is a Chouryf, which, inftead 

^ A coontry ve(lel of a peculiar conftni6lioii> ded 

for the conveyance of cotton and other bulky articles, 

f A banck of feathers ufed to drive away the flies* 
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ti being carried in the hands of ilieir d^- 
tendants> is ftuck in the heads of the b« 
dies> wherCf by die condnual modon, it 
is of great utility in driving off die flia» 
which are here much more trcHtUdlbaie 
and oficnfive than in Kuccahen 

After fome time was Ipcnt in converfa* 
don> many of the company ikt down m 
cards: that which Sheermaal ignonmdjr 
pronounced a /pedes of worftnp ; being, ia 
reality, no other than an amu&ment^ in- 
vented by the Europeans, as chels was bf 
cur anceftors, for the paltime vi the ridh, 
and idle* Judge» then, what degree oC 
credit is due to the reprefentadons of that 
arrogant Bramin, when he aflfcrts, that 
many of the females of the Weft, make 
this paftime the chief bufincls of their cx- 
iftence, iacrificingto it the duties they owe 
to focicty, as wives, as mothers, as ra- 
donal and inteUigent creatures, Baic flaa« 
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tiicrtr ! how little doth he know of die k^ 
dies of England! 



i HAVE omitted no opportunity of pro- 
curing from the young friend of Captain 
Grey, fome degree of mformadon re§)e6t- 
ing the order of die Priefthood, to which 
his&dier belonged. Thcfe Priefts, when 
i|x>ken of coUedively, are called db^ 
CbHTcb ; and have the precedence of the 
Sovereign, as may be inferred from the 
uliial mode of exprefllon, jChuub and 

From the converfadon of Morton and 
his friend, I am convinced that to preferve 
the primidve purity of their religion, is 
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the firft objcft of attcfnrion to thcEngfifti 
Government., To afccrtain the virtues 
of thofe, who are devoted to the fecred 
fiinftion, they are de'ftined to undergo 
trials of no common kind. Worldly riches 
and honours are held out, not as ' rewards 
to virtue ; but rather as means- of proving 
die degree of pride; venality, hypocrify* 
meannefe, &c. of the individuals ; and a& 
they are carefully: withheld from all, who 
have not given unequivocal proofs of fome 
of thefe qualifications, men of modeft yir-r 
tue, and rigid integrity, run no rifle of 
being fpoiled by the pomps and vanities of 
this wicked world 

By thefe humble, and lowly men, are 
performed all the-moft facred, and impor- 
tant, duties of their fundkion. Thefe in- 
ftruft the ignorant, comfort the afflidtedi 
vifit the fick. It is the prayers of thefe, . 
which afcend to the throne of the Bternal ; 
and it is thefe, lik;cwifc, who from '^ their 
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(Mtr fimifi mfm n^fipf to the cfailfli^ 

Such wore die dme$ pei^oned by^ difi 
&ther of Mr. Morton, whp, dccordbg ta 
_ Giey, added to the virtues of a ChriflMtt 
Prid^ the kaming of a true ptvkifi^h^. 
This exccQlcnt man wgs^ nevor mokfted by 
Ac 4)ftr of what is called pifirmM^ but 
was permitted to exert hi^ fuperiour takms 
anfl virtues in a ftate of poverty, iequal to 
Aat of the fiift teachers of ehriftianitjr. 

- Thus is the purity i>f4ihe Prief^ood 
prcferved. The kafl: worthy of its mem- 
bers are provided (or in this world j and 
thofe, whofe labours have been truly bcne- 
fid^U toimnkindi whohave di&fed know- 
ledge by their writings ; in^ined the love 
pf Tirtue> by their precepts 5 and taught 
liic ipradice. of it, by their example, are 
pennitted to look for their reward in the 
worid.tacomc! ..... 
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^ In this world/ &y$ tbe philoibpbcrj 
* the wealthy ace ^ery pne^ cveiy wliei?> 
aiidv at all dmes^ pQweIf^l. JUcbes beii;|g 
ikc foundation of prefemicnt^ and m intro^ 
dudtion to the &voyr of the Prinqe \' It 
U iikewifbi hcce> a nccef&ry introduAigo 
to the &voMr qf the ladies. 

My poor friend Grey returned this 
morning from the houie> which h the red- 
dence of his charmer^ in a ftate of inde^^ 
fcribable a^tadpn. Vexation^ diipleafure^ 
and difappointmen^ were written in £ich 
legible cliarafbers on his countenance^ that 
they could neither be concealed^ nor mif-* 

^ * See Hetopade^ 
S 2 
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taken. I foon difcovered that his uneall- 
ftcls had arifen from that lex,'whofc ficklc- 
ncfi, and infidelity, have been the theme 
of the ^tirifts of a dioufend generarions. 

We are told, by the feges, ' that wo- 
men have been at all times inconftant, even 
among the celeftials ; and that the feciirity 
for their virtue, is neither a prccife beha- 
viour, nor a mOdefl: countenance, butde- 
"^pcnds fdlely on the want of fuitors*/ 
Thefe are words of gall, flowing from the 
heart of die difeppointed ! .It was not, 
however, on the ficklenefsof the fex, that 
my friend poured forth the inveftives of 
his wrath i it was upon their avarice, and 

ambition. 

Had I given credit to his affertions, I 
(hould have confidered all the young Bib- 
bics of Calcutta, as votaries of Lacklhmi f j 

• See Hetopades, 

f Ihc GoddeS of Riches. . ' 



[ a6i 3 

and that> wkh them, ^ no inaix is htod*^ 
ibme, none ugly, none virtuous, valiaitt, 
or wife, but kta as be is rich.* 

The fmiles of the lady in the blue and- 
filver, which gladdened |he heart of my* 
friend, were not'beftowed upon him, but 
upon the fortune, which, by the "mifchciv- 
ous foUy of young Cooper, (he was led to' 
imagine he poflefled. Charmed by her ^ 
alBTabiUty, and mifled by the complacency 
with which (he received his attentions; my 
friend affured himl^lf of having a place in 
her heart His fortune id not large, btit 
he imagined it fufficient to preclude every-" 
inconvenience; and indvilged himfelf, iii 
forming the moft enchanting pi£ture of 
domeftic felicity. He went out tins morn- 
ing, with an intention of impajtilig his 
fcheme of happinefi to her, . on whoie aip« 
probation it was to depend. H? was cljar- 
grined, at hearing (he was not at home : 
but was met at the gate, bythcmaftrfof 



the hbiiA) vAkO is toithtr4tf-kMi^ td the 
lad)r, ttd tvto potimty entreated him ta 
return. How' great was hb fiirprUe^ on 
entering the apartment^ to which he was 
led by tfep gentj0n^juii to fee thu &if objaa 
of hi9 painty ifs^ted bcJidc a rkfa dvOkin, 
to Mrhodi fbftuae h2$ made amends for the 
^fing. booff9 of nature; and On whonii^ 
4ie fou^ Wobf finikd wkh the fwedteft 
epfl|placcftc)r. Fooc Qrey^; ftunned by 
tj^ia appearance^ was yet more embarrafied 
by th(^ djftaoc coldm^^ with which ihd re*- 
tprne^.M^ fsdM^uoiHr. He did npt img 
Ttfm^tmit 6$i»ti0n .fo cm&y mortifyir^ 
bufe<^l)gl ^ hok oi tmtiGocigt ^ his tmf- 

H^ wiil^ifiat/ m tte^ anti-ch^ber, by 
^ung»Cd6^6ri wfco, reading in the coun- 
tcfiirtte' itf ifee- ttje(afcd lover all that iiad 
pdid, tJBrfl intoa teioa biigh. ' So, Ihe 
hft^ dKfcoWcFB* the trick,* cried he, ^I 
cbt^b liy- a hundred guineas, by. the woeful. 



length tf ybur countenance, that flic hah 
ibund US out/ Grey, who was in no fau^ 
Ihour to bfc trifled with, quickly put ah 
tnd tor his mirth, and forced from him an 
c*pknati6h of thie chrumftances to which 
he-^uded. Coopei* confcflfed to hhn, that 
the vtry evening on which the lady was 
firil introduced to his acquaintance, he had 
mentioned him to her, a$ the worthy pof- 
fcflbr ^fmmiy lacks. 

Piqued at b^ing thus made the dupe of 
the mifchievous trick of a boy, and the 
fcorn of an ambitious womaii, he rails at 
the whole fex, without' confideritig, that 
difappointment is, moft frequently, the 
* fruit of the tree of our own planting/ 
He knew not the charafler of this darii- - 
iel*— but {he was beautiful; and he afiured 
himfclf it muft be excellent ! He knew 
not from whom her mind hadTCCcived the 
light of inftruftion— but fhe danced grace- 
fully j| and he gave her credit for every ac- 
«4 
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complifliincnt She Imiled upon him-^ 
and was it pofliblc to doubt her diicem- 
ment ? The qualities, which aloile confti- 
tute the afie(5tionate wife, the faithful 
friend, the tender mother, were the ipon- 
taneous offspring of his own impaffioncd 
fimcy. Bom of error, how could they be 
expcfted to live to maturity ? 

This afiair has given me much pain, on 
account of the wound it has infiifted on 
the feelings of my friend ; and, for my 
own part, I grieve to find, that thcfe lovely 
females of England, are not totally free 
from impcrfeftion ! 

Having juft had notice, of an opportu- 
nity of di^atching this packet, I haftily 
bring it to a conclufion. 

May the errors of others teach us wif- 
dom, and while the waters of experience 
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flow through our hearts, may they fru6Kfy 
and enrich the foil! The bleffing of thy 
father reft upon thee. ^ 

Wh^t can J fay n^ore ? 
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LETTER XL 



From the Sam£> to the Sams* 

Since I M held the reed that is dedi- 
cated to friendfhip, my foul has been toifed 
]Q the whirlwind of confliAIi^ paflions. 
My delires^ have been at variance with 
each other. Friendftiip calls me to AU 
mora, whik the iniatiable tlurft of curios 
fity» the love of knowledge, and of no« 
velty, all unite in prompting me to the 
hazardous undertaking of an European 
voysgc. 

FuU of dangers, and of diHiculdes, as 
this ftep majr appear to you^ no ot^cle 
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prcffi^nts itfelf €0 Itiy view^ h^ fa krihidi^ 
ble as thf di&fprobsktion. But why fhould 
a difFereilce of opinion between fncn of 
fimnd prindples caufe a breach Of fricnd- 
fliip ? ' ^efiaik e/ike Lotus may he broken, 
and the fibres remain cmneSfed:^ and arc 
not the Bbrea of ^tdAotiy thjat unice our 
heaitS) of ^(tittft^ngep texture? 

Let not the langth o£ the voyage, or die 
confideration of its dangers^ g^ve any un- 
eafinels to tbe breaft of my fiiend; for 
^whath too great a load for thoie who 
have ftrcngth I What is diftance, to the 
hrie&tigabfe I What isr a foreign country^ 
to thofe who have Idcnce? Who is a 
flxaoger, to thoie who havc^ the habit of 
fpeaking kindijr^ P 

Every diing I have fceh, every thing I 
have he^> fince I have been in this place^ 

* See Hetopades^ page 93. 
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has teiided to create doubt, and aggravate 
curiofity. My opinion of the morals and 
manners of Chriftians, formed upon the 
precepts contained in^ their Shatter, has 
been frequently daggered by the obferva^t 
tion of praftices, inconfiftent widi its fiox-n 
plicity i and the knowledge of aftions, ir- 
reconcilably to the tenor of its precepts. 

It is true, thefc inflances.arc^not univcr- 
ftl; and that by far the greater number of 
thole with whom I cohverfc, ..are men who> 
riiough they have not the words of their 
Shatter often in their, mouthi, feem to 
I?ave imlMbed a part of its ^^irit in their 
hearts. Indeed^ die extreme delicacy oh.- 
feWcd by the .Chriftians of this place, in 
regard to the expreflion of reli^ous fenti- 
ment, is fo univerfal, that I do not won- 
der, that to fuch -a fuperficial obferver as 
Sheerniaal, it ftiould have appeared doubt- 
ful whether they really had any religion at 
all. 



r =69 3 

This. amiable modefly^ which^ no doub^ 
originates in diat refpe£k. for the opinions 
of their MufTulman^ and Hmdoo frien^^ 
which renders them anxious not to hurt 
their feelings by an oppofition of fentinienli 
is carried to fuch a length, that they, who 
gencroufly extol the wifdom of Zoroaftcr, 
the morality of the Koran, and the fubli- 
mity of the Veda, make no more mention 
of the energetic eloquence of Paul, or the 
beautiful fimplicity of the Gofpcls, than if 
they were aftually ignorant of both ! 

But to return to the more immediate 
fubjedl of this kttcr. I have not deter- 
mined on the important ftep I am about 
to take, without weighing well all the ar- 
guments which I thought you could ad- 
duce againft it. 

The lofi of Caft, which to you appears 
fo formidable, has, l confeis, to me loft 



manjr of its terrors. I have made it the 
endeavour <^ my Ufe^ to aft in the manner 
diat to me appeared mofl: conformable to 
the win of the omnifcient Spirit^ the eter- 
nal Brahma> and ^ ie,* faith Kriihna^ ' h 
is my Jervant^ he is de^ to me^ who is free 
from amity -t merciful^ and exempt from 
pride y and felfijhnefs : wbe is tie fame m 
puny and in fUafurei fatient of wrongs % 
aontented^ and wbofe mind is fixed on me 
akne^* 

Can this Being> whole animating (pirit 
is Ipread abroad over the whole univcrfc ! 
<:an he behold with diipleaiure» the attempt 
irf" ^Xiy of his creatures, to exploit the va- 
ried forms of being which partake of his 
eflence? Doth not this AU-pervading, 
Xife^giving foul of univerfal nature^ relide 
in the piercing regions of the north, as 
well as in thofe which are favoured with 
the imiks of Surraya ? And, doth not the 

• Sec Bhagvat Gecta. 



of Brahma more t;hm the (kfcCAC of 4 
thouiand Avators ? 

J^t tkw Maand9»ra j$ft afluxie^ tKi( 
io quUtio^ fpr a ie^^bni the &vwred bnd 
^ Hind^^^i ;$aarQiilla doth joodiing cww 
triry tQ tl«e 4^ 9^ ^ letiffioiQ: and a« 
far the <«nfurc9 of tl|« bigptfiedj wd Hl&hi^ 
tdl I If g«d ^hf m w>t * He/ (aith «h» 
Prince of GovcrdkfinM ^x^mj bdoT<d, of 
whom mankind is not afraid^ and who is 
not BS^id of amkind: wi^Q is naibficispus 
^boyt evttnesi^ and (9 whom fnik w4 
kla»£ are a3 one "^Z 

But, in truth, from the Bramins I have 
little to apprehend. I have given ordfcrs, 
diat the gifts I have fo liberally beftowed, 
may be continued -, fo that the accuftomary 
Poojah rhay be regularly performed in my 
abfence ; and I have fent them fiich reafons 

• See Mahhabbarat 
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for tny departure, as, I make ho doubt, 
will pcrfeftly latisfy them. 

It is thou Maandaara, it is thou, that art 
cntrufted with the hope of Zaarmilla's 
heart. My fon ! the tender pledge of the 
tovc of Prymaveda, I confide to thy care i 
my confidence is in thy virtue, and in the 
tender afieftion of my fiffen I was a fe- 
tiier to her tender years, (hall fhc not be a 
mother to thofe of my child i 

May^thc Ruler of the Devas keep thee 
from evil I May Vrchefhpatee watch over 
ihy dwelling, and the bountifid Lackftimi 
load thee with her ble/fin^s. 

What can 1 iky more ? 
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